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Land dispute:
Soldiers
killed three

youths -Edo

- [community

st | Francis Ogbuagu
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he
m,

ie- lders and indigenes of
er 1lushi community in
to msan south Kast Local

Government Area of lido State

'es Ve raised the alarm over the
se- | IKiImE of some of thelr youths
ed [Bymilifary mnen.

- |_They alleged that soldiers,
as | allegedly sponsored by Samuel
Offor, Imawa, Abamu and the
on [Director of Skaff Inferna-
is [Tional Agro Farms Limited,
1t |Anthony SKaft. carriedoufthe

t

SO The Youths Chairman, -
yd- | lushi community, Lucky Chi-
ita |bogwu, told journalists yes-
he |terday that on April 13, 2021,
ed |about3pm,some trucksloaded
on |with soldier  soldiers came into the
community.

he He said the soldiers started
'd. |shootme, beating up men and
- |women, burning houses, and
er |thatbelore they lmew it, three
de [people had been shot dead.

\al |~ Chibogwusaid the residents
ce |didn't know what happened,
is- | the only thing they knew was
hat the soldiers were allegedly
—| kponsored by three people who
ra |fwere currently fighting the
ng |community over the leasing
rn |of over 5,000 hectares of land
ed {toa Lebanese.

L The elders of the commu
en |pity said there was a kingship
P~ | tussle pending before the state
ny |High Courtsitting at Uromi. It
m- | was while the matter was pend-
ing in court that Offor alleg-
re- |edly connived with some oth-
he |ersto purportedly lease about
id |s5,000 hectares of the commu-
ra |pity land, and that didn't go
er |down well with the people.

m, The land dispute is also in
S. | court, according to the elders.
ng |Although the matter is in
ite | court, it did not stop harass-
0- | ment and intimidation of the
iS | community members opposed
n- | tothe lease. According to them,
many of those opposed to the
- |lease were arrested.

k, The elders alleged that two
-31' people, Stephen Oyibo and Ji-
ad | moh Araba, were arrested and
. | detained under the pretext of
fe a police invitation to settle
s, | the dispute between them and
a | Skaff, after their plantations
ta | were reportedly destroyed by
Skaff.

d The most recent of the se-
1€ | ries of harassment that finally
1€ | claimed three lives involved
the invasion of the community

by soldiers.




