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She said: “On 7th April, 2021 about 7.30am, a distress call was received from police officers posted to escort expatriates
from Symmetry Trading Company Limited in Ukum Local Government Area that they came under an attack of gunmen who
laid an ambush at the site under construction before their arrival. “During an exchange of fire with the gunmen, two
policemen and one of the expatriates lost their lives while two of the expatriates were kidnapped.”

The PPRO said dozens of police officers had been drafted to the area to trail the hoodlums and rescue the victims.
Meanwhile, Governor Ortom pledged to return peace to Konshisha and Oju while briefing journalists after an expanded
Security Council Meeting with stakeholders from the two local government areas. Ortom, who reiterated the need for Benue
people to support security agents deployed to end crisis in their areas, admonished the people against attacks on security
agents, which would make the situation extremely difficult to contain.

He explained that as part of measures to nip the land dispute between Konshisha and Oju in the bud, it was agreed that the
boundary be demarcated and a day was fixed for the exercise. According to the governor, a few days to the agreed date,
crisis erupted again and security agents were deployed to control its escalation when the troops sent to Konshisha came
under attack with two military personnel still missing. Ortom condemned the practice of some communities engaging militia
to fight their neighbours. He, however, vowed that such merchants of violence would be made to face the consequences of
their actions
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