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Benue: Six killed as troops engégme bandits in shootout

fierce gun hattle at Abajiin the Shit- _ aka Gana, and neutralised two of

ile axis of Katsina Ala Local Gov-
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them, bringing the totzl number of
those killed to six.

| were Killed, . But the police have 3o far con-
\ é tleast six people were killedin . Nine othgrs,« among them a sol-  firmed one dead and nine injured
‘ ‘Ing an encoun-__ dier, wer . In the encounters.
| ter betw een troops of Op_eratlon out, One AK47 rifle and several am-
| Whinl 5 T The troops also pursued theban-  munition were recovered during the
.On Wednesday evening, the ditssuspected to be followers of the encounters with the bandits.
. troops engaged the armed men ia — ~Iate gang leader, Terwase Akwaza The troops responded to a dis-
. tress call that bandits were planming
s house, demanded N1m -Petitioner | tatackabaivar= Therimme
. - . dialy stormed the marke 1 repe
;een nor released since Aug 2020 the banis,eing o exchangs
Station.” me that my brother is not with them. A source from Katsina Alz town
Udeze said he travelled from his 'T returned to Umuahia and re- | told New Telegraph that the OPWS
hase in Umuahia to Azuka Police  ported to the Human Rights Com- | troopsoverpowered the bandisby su-
Station where hemeta woman who,  mission, Abia chapter. The commis- | perior firepower. following which two
on inquiry, told him that Uchechi  sion wrote to the Commissioner of of the bandits were eliminated while
was detained by the Anti-Kidnap- Police, they also took me to Azuka others escaped with gunshot wounds.
ping Unit and subsequently directed ~ Police Station, Aba, where we met The source said the bandits had
him to one Egbulonu Ikechukwuof  the DPO. The commission pleaded | earlier invaded the Abaji Market
the unit. with him to open the cells so they | and opened fire on the people. kll-
"He asked me if Icame withmon-  could check if Uchechi was there | ing four traders before troops ar-
ey, 1 told him that wasnotaproblem  but he refused. rived at the scene.
that I came to know why my brother "We returned to Umuahia, went "It was about 4pm to Spm yester-
was arrested. to the Public Complaint Commis- | day (\\hhmmh\henwe suddenly
"He asked me tobring N1 million. ~ sion, Abia chapter led by Barrister heard gunshots in and around the
I asked him, what did my brotherdo ~ Chukwuemeka Nwaogu, the palice | Abaji Market and people started
that would warrant suchanamount.  still refused to release my brother. nmnmg.heltemkelter Despite run-
"He excused himself ashe want- We also wrote to the AIG Zone 9. mn;., the bandits continued shoot-
ed to see their boss. He came back  Since then, we have not seen Uche- | ing and in the process, killed two
with a man called 'Oracle’ who told  chi,” the petitioner said. people.”




