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How abductors killed five-year-

old girl in Kogi -FPRO

@15 kidnap gangs' spiritual leader, 24 others nabbed
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Emmanuel Onani
ABUJA

olice yester-
day paraded
25 suspects
arrested in
connection with kid-
napping, banditry,
murder, gunrunning
and other crimes
before journalists in
Abuja.

Among those arrested were

Suspected robbers and kidnappers
being paraded in Abuja... yesterday L’ 7 &
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a chilling account of how the child was

members of a gang suspected to

have killed a five-year-old gixl, Fari-  low grave.
da Tbrahim, in Kogi State, over the

som of N8 million for her release.

Also nabbed by special police

operatives was Ja:afaru Suleman,
said to be spiritual guardian of at
least 15 kidnap groups.

Emotions ran high when the

Force Public Relations Officer
(FPRO), CP Frank Mba, who pre-
sented the suspects at the head-
quarters of the disbanded Special
Angi-Robbery Squad (SARS), gave

~ the bereaved family. _

killed and subsequently buried in a shal-
Mba said this happened when the par-

aran- ents of Farida failed to raise the ransom

“failure of her parentstopay aran-

demanded, considering their financial

status.

The FPRO regretted that the abduction
of i ili Frida
Domos, from the same general area with

He said: "We have a case involving the
very cruel murder of a five-year-old girl
known as Farida Ihrahim.

—The girl was kidnapped by a gang of
kidnappers in Kogi State, who demanded

a ransom of N8 million from the family.
pers arrested two "Before operatives could get to the lo-
/4 cation where the girl was held, they had
d in Osun killed her and buried her in a shallow
' grave.
= "We did exhumation and found signs of
prising policemen, Amotekun, | violence on her body."
hunters, vigilantes and OPC “The suspect, during an interview, how-
members had trailed the kid- | ever, claimed that the child died from
a- nappers since Sunday when stomach ache.
d they abducted the passengers. On Suleman, Mba said the suspect had
1- "The kidnappers demanded | offered to help the police arrest fleeing
f N10 million as ransom but we | members of his gang, among others, hav-
- intensified our rescue mission ing claimed to have ‘repented'.
0 in the forest. He said: "Mallam Suleman said he
n "The victims kidnapped on | provided spiritual guidance to 15 Kidnap
Akure Road were rescued yes- | gangs.
f terday night during joint op- "He told us that he was ready to offer
), erations of the police, hunters, prayers so that we can arrest more sus-
e Amotekun, vigilantes, while pects." : ;
o combingthe forest inthe area," Another interesting case was that of a
a security source said. young man, who facilitated the abduction
a- However, a family source of | of his father, after settling him with 15
ss one of the kidnapped victims | cows from a farm where he had worked.
e  who was released yesterday, Also apprehended were members of a
e told our correspondent that N1 | seven-man gang linked to the Killing of
million ransom was paid tothe | an immigration officer, his sister and the
n- kidnappers. abduction of his wife in Nasarawa State.

lac threoa-vear-old ctendauahter iailed for life



