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|Onekilled as Customs, youths _clash in Ogun

Olufemi Adedlran

"Sola was hit by a

stray bullet when the of-
B ficers started shooting.”
The witness claimed
y e person died while three that Sela and four oth-
0 others were injured yester- P& & i ; -4 ers were feared dead
e day when men of the Nige- F g i - : duringtheviolence. -
e ria Customs Service (NCS . ] i ; A building sus-
clashed with YoOihsof Ayeforo in pected to be used as a
fl| Ye warehouse was said to
s | of Qgun State. have been riddled with
t|  The victims were hithy stray bullets bullets.
0| allegedlyfired-bytheNCS officials. 4 Many residents of
The incidentoccurred at the Kikelomo _|Custom officers [ : the area scampered for
0 mim%%%sf R ' safety:
9| New Telegrap that the Cus-  roadblock, preventing them from gaining It was also learnt that the violence took
L, | toms officers invaded the area following . entry into an alleged illegal warehouse. another dimension when some youths from
atipoff of smuggling activities The witness said Sala,a 35year-old _ the vﬂlageaﬂlh&dﬂxa&d%tldﬂm%@f?“
h The stray bullets were allegedly fired  transperter-of gesds-who plied llara, a @W
e | by Customs officers who wanfed toevacu- border town inImeko-Afon and Abeokuta,  security officers.—
n| ate The alleged smuggled bags of foreign  was pacifying his colleagues to allow the The state Police Public Relations Officer
| rice.- officers go about their duties. (PPRO), DSP Abimbola Oyeyemi, confirmed

A mmess said pandemomum broke She said: "Customs officers were go-  theincident.
out when a young man, identified simply  ing to their duty post when some youths The PPRO said only ohe person died
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asSola, wasallegedly hitby astraybullet  formedaroadblocktostopthem. Theguy ~ while three others were injured in the vio-

fired by NCS officers. that was shot was one of the guysthat lencebetween the indigenes of Ayetoro and
Itwas learnt that the Customs officers ~ came to appeal to the youth to allow the  men of NCS.

Weve;@stedby theyouthwhomounteda  officers go about their duty 1 Oyeyemi said the Commlsszoner of Po-

lice, Edward Ajogun, had directed the Area

Commander in the area tomoveto the scene
Gunmen kidnap passengers iNEdo | st e

n (b0) e our

.kill vigilante, abduct mother, baby in Kano | otners betieved to have been kiloa by sizay

bullets during the fracas, the PPRO said the

Cajetan Mmuta and tween Ehor and Iruekpen communities. | command wasnotawareof any other death
Muhammad Kabir Witnesses said several of the passen- | exceptone person.

: : : gers "were forcibly taken into the bush". He said: "Wecan confirm that one person

: nxiety heightened yesterday in The state Police Public Relations Of- | was killed during the clash between smug-
parts of Edo State asarmed men ficer (PPRO), SP Chidi Nwabuzor, refused | glersand NCS men.

siezed all the passengers of an to pick his calls to confirm the story. "We learnt that %!%
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18-seater commercial bus on the Benin- There has been worry by motorists to seng

i| Auchi-Abuja Road. and travellers plying Benin-Auchi Ex-

- Bandits also abducted a nursingmoth- pressway as gunmen have laid a siege to i

¢ | erand her baby in the Tudunwada Local _the road. "The Commissioner of Police has ordered

2| Government Area of Karin State. Investigations show that gunmen al- | the Area Commander and the DPQ in the area

7 The Edo bus belongs to a popular trans-  ways take over the road as soon as police- | to move into the area and calm the situation.

t | porter in Benin, the state capital. men on stop-and-check leave the check- "And as at now, the situation has been
The passengers were taken into a points from 4pm daily. brought under control. No more violence in

nearby bush on the busy single lane ex- At press time, the whereabouts of the | thearea."

i ‘.)ressway - ﬁassengers and drlver of the bus were




