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Four die 2 struggling for Christmas palliatives in Rivers

Emmanuel Masha
PORT HARCOURT

.t least four
‘people  were
feared dead in
Port Harcourt,

gives items to registered
members, mainly people
within the lower rung
of the economic ladder,
at the end of each year.
Witnesses said thou-
sands of people, includ-

-_Rivers State while strug-
gling to get Christmas
palliatives being shared
_by a Non-Governmental
Organisation (NGO).

Thousands of people"

had gatherec uo-
 dara community, a sub-

g members and non-

—members of the NGO

filled the entire space
-~within and outside the
distribution venue and
were all jostling for the
items when some people
11 and were trampled

urb ot Fort Harcourt,

1pon.

from 7am
when they heard that the
NGO, InksNation, would
distribute food items to
members from about
four local government
areas.

A source said that
the NGO runs online
blockchain service and

= The witnesses said
1Z=-~§“\‘e‘r'daéL“‘that in the chaos that fol-

lowed, about six people
were on the ground, mo-
tionless, while a few oth-
ers sustained injuries.
Some of the witnesses
blamed the stampede on
poor crowd handling by
the staff of the NGO,

who they noted did not
expect the kind of mas-
sive turnout for the pal-
liatives.

The state Police Public
Relations Officer (PPRO),
SP Nnamdi Omoni, con-
firmed the incident.

Omoni, however, said

only two people had so
far been confirmed dead
in the stampede.

He said: “I can con-
firm the incident of this
morning (yesterday) at
an event centre, along the
Rumuodara axis of the
East-West Road, Obio/

Akpor Local Govern-
ment Area, where pallia-
tives were being distrib-
uted by INKSNATION, a
Non-Governmental Or-
ganisation, to her regis-
tered members from Ikw-
erre, Emohua and Obio/
AKpor local government
areas, when suddenly
there was a stampede
leading to the death of

COVID-19: BUA donz
100,000 face masks

UA Group hasdonated

three ambulances and

100,000 facemasks to
the Borno State Govern-
ment to combat COVID-19 in
the state.

This is coming barely a
day after 418 new cases of
COVID-19 were recorded in
16 states, and the Federal



