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tives of SARS in Awkuzu murdered
my 32-vear-old son, aboul gneweelcafier he

turned from his base in Angola, He wa
1 m:l usinessman based in Angola
What k: appened was that sometime in
June, 2016, Ltell sick, .nu,! was hospitalised
50, in July, he came back to Nigeria to see
me, and to pay off my bills and also see his
wife that resided in Asaba, Delta State

My son, Chimezie's journey to the land of
the unknown started in a certain Monday,
in the month of July, 2016. On that fateful
day, Chimezie -nJTh\ iife, who was eight
months pregnant, were together at lhur
residence in Asaba, when a person called
him, and told him come to a certan place
known as ‘Summit Junction’ in Asaba

‘Chimezie's wilfe was nol comforlable
with that invitation. She tried to discour-
age her husband from going; but Chimezie
told her the call might be for something very
important

"His wife even went as far as seizing his
car keys in an effori to kc(‘p him from going.
S, he had to board a tricycle to meet the
caller. On getting there, he met some men
who told him they were police operatives
from ‘A’ Division, Asaba. They handcuffed
him and took him to the police station.

"Reaching the police station, he contacted
his brothers to notify them of his where-
abouts. When his brothers got to the station
they were told that it was SARS operatives
from Aswkuzu that actually wanted him

But after some days the SARS npvmlix es
still failed u show up; so the police at ‘A

nsion, Asaba, invited us to take him on
mer that we go to the 'A’ Division
operatives from Awkuzu
took Chimezie away in our very
m that day, we started going to
\wkuzu SARS to secure the release of my
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~ Awkuzu SARS collected N.5m, still
killed my son ~Aged mother cries out
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Mrs Ugochukwu
noted that neither

Police in Anambra, Sam
Okaula, over my son's
case; but he could not

she said

the 'A’ Division help
in Asaba, nor "After about three
SARS opera- weeks in deten-

tion, and persis-
tent pressure from
our family, Chime-
zie's Investigation
Police Officer (IPO),
one Inspector Uzor,
told us to pay N800,
000 as a condition for
his release. We were able
to raise N500, 000, which we
handed over to Inspector Uzor
“It was only after receiving the
money that he told us to go home, that Chi-
mezie had sustained a bullet wound and
that a doctor was treating the wound, after
which we could take him.

tives in Awku-
zu told her the
offence her son
had committed
that led to his
arrest and deten-
ton.

She said it was
only after about two
weeks of his stay at
Awkuzu SARS that they
told the family that Chimezie
had bought a stolen vehicle

We begged them to tell us the basis for
their allegation or show us the siolen vehicle
he was said to have bought; but 1 hey refused.
[ personally met the then Commissioner of

'About three days later, they compelled

Chimezie to call his wife to bring his ATM
card to SARS office. SARS operatives in
Awkuzu used the ATM to withdraw all the
money in Chimezie s account. The next day,
they compe lled him agamn to call his wife to
brm;, his sports utility vehicle

“That was also how they took C
private vehicle \r‘w!? days later,
again, they compelled him & I his
drivers to bring all his buses said
that would be the final tor his
unconditional release. He did so, and his
drivers took 16 L-300 buses to the Awkuzu
SARS office.

"After all these, we were of the hope that
he would be released. As we awaited his
release, we were shocked to receive a let-
ter from Awkuzu SARS that my son did
not survive his bullet wound. In that let-
ter, which was not signed by anvane, SARS
claimed that they fought hard to help him
survive; but that Chimezie did not make
t." she said

She also recounted that when
ily later called Inspector Uzos
s [PO, on phone, he refused answering
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their calls, and when they went to SARS
office to request for C himezie's vehicles
and monies they withdrew from his ac

count, SARS operatives threatened them
and wamned them never to set their feet in
SARS office again

Mrs Ugochukwu, however, said she was
still doubtful that her son was as
prayer houses she visited were still reas
suring that Chimezie was not in the grave

"T took Chimezie's pictures to
tors and prayer houses, and they ali
me that they did not see Chimezie in the

dead,

M

grave. So, I am still hopeful that ane day
they will release him from where thev de-
tained or hid hum,” she said

The aged mother, who said she was bat
thing from high blood pressure and other
age-related wess, further be
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property and mone i i e
she and Chime e g

means of surviva



