Edo: Eight killed as protesters
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attack prisons, free inmates
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and unleash
i;es_id_em s of the state.

Attheendof the day, at least eight

_pedple were killed

The protesters, who invaded the
streetsabout 6.30a.m., made bon fires
and blocked major roads in the an-
cient citv of Benin. The hoodlums
descended on the two separate build-

freet urchins yesterday hi-
Jacked the #EndSARS protests
N parts of Benin, Edo State
mayhem on

rlangnmus weapons before they could
gain entrance into the complex.
Hundreds of inmates suspected to
be hardened and condemned crimi
nals were said to have been set free
in the imelee.
They 1]50 set fire on vehicles on
remises
However, four inmates of the
Medium Security Correctional Cen-
{re were not too lucky as they were
killed while trying to escape, Others
sxxstained gunshot wounds while try-
ing to escape.
Residents of the area have to
scamper for safety as guns boomed

ingsof %ﬂﬂm&w‘“mﬂsm
Several shops that dot the road

Sapele Road and Oko Medium Secu-
There— le ir
inmates, including ~ Tity facility were looted by the pro-

ity Cenire on 0a
ey set seve

leading into the Oko Medium Secu-

“those awaiting trial, hardened and ~ testers.

facility, security was alerted in Oko

condernned criminals, free. It was alleged that distress calls igeri
Four of the prisoners reportedly | by the awesstricken personnel of the g::i ﬁﬁf&”&ﬁﬂﬁ&%”i
losttherr Tives in the melee whilesol- | Oko Correctional CentretotheNavy, ot responded.
diers later shot dead four protesters. - l Air Force and Army were ignored The correctional facility has the
The protesters also set fire to the | during the attack. . capacity to accommodate 1,300 in-
- Ugbekun Divisional Police There were reports that some in-  pates.
Station in Ikpoba Okha Local Gov-  mates who had earlier been released “They came in their thousands
ernment Aareaand several vehicles.  mighthaveled theattacksonthetwo  anq their mission was to free in-
The hoodlums also freed all the ~ centres. mates. They h ve been communicat-
suspects and vandalised the offices New Telegraph learnt that the  jng with the inmates because even
at the police station. surging crowd of the protestersover-  pefore they broke into the facility, the
After a shootout with prison poweredfivearmedguardsinoneof  jnmates were already rioting inside
guards at the centre on Sapele Road,  the facihdes. : theplace,” asource at the centre said.
the hoodlums moved to the Oko Me- They also had a free day looting No fewer than 1,500 inmates,
dium Centre on Airport Road where ~ shois 2long theroadleadingintothe  among them 120 condemned crimi-
they unleashed terror on everybody ~ correctional centre. Theyalsocarted  ngs were in the correctional facility;
and everything on sight awav ~aluables from offices of the  he source added.
It was learnt that the hoodlur  pris « officials. . . Before the attack on Oko Correc-
swooped on the prison guards w it wus also learnt that immedi-  tjonal Centre, the suspected hood-
AKd7rifles, cut tosizegunsand ot atelv after the attacks at the Benin

#EndSARS:19cop injur2d as thugs chase policemenin Lagos

Muritala Ayinla and
Taiwo Jimoh

gain, violence erupted in

Lagos as hoodlums used the

loak of the #EndSARS pro-

tests to unleashed terror on police-

men attached to the Rapid Response
Squad (RRS).

During the attack, which oc-
curred on the Herbert Macaulay
Way, Yaba, the hoodlums attacked
about 19 policemen and burnt a po-
lice van and vandalised others. Some
of the policemen, who were in three
vans. sustained injuries during the
attack .

A viral video on the social me-
dia shows the policemen runnng
helter-skelter ﬂvmzrhnne the protesters
were stoning ;

The protesters also attacked oth-
er road users and some commercial
buses.

Lagos State Secretariat, Alausa,
andotherpremises They prevented
warkers fromentering the premises
aned looved houses and shops insome

As early as 7a.m., the protesters
locked all the entrances to the Sec-
retariat and turned back motorists
and pedestrians from coming out
and going into the Secretariat.

Many workers couldn't access
their offices while several others got
stuck on the roads as the protesters
hlocked the several major roads.

The insisted on zero ve-
hicular movement until their new
demands were met by the Federal
Government.

gbekun police station allegedly vandalized by an angry mab, following the B
EndSARS protests... yesterday. PHOTO: NAN

licemen attached to the RRS who
were in a convoy. The policemen,
including the driver, took to their
heels. The hoodlums also chased the
policemen. Whilesome of the palice-
men managed to escape, those not
lucky were brutalised by the angry
youth and thugs.

For hours, commuters were
stranded at various bus stops across
the Lagos metropolis as the protest-
ers barred vehicular movement.

Continued on page 24

lums earlier razed the popular Oba
Market Police Station, broke into its
armoury and went away with guns
and some uniforms.

While the hoodlums were wreak-
ing havoc on residents of Ring
Road, Sapele Road and Airport
Road areas, some other street
urchins attacked Ugbekun Police
Station and set it ablaze.

Several vehicles were also
torched during the attack and
suspects arrested for various
crimes were also set free.

The Public Relations Officer
of the State Correctional Cen-
tre, Mr. Suleiman Aminu, did
not pick his calls to confirm the
aftacks.

Also, the state Police Public
Relations Officer (PPRO), SP
Chido Nwabuzor, could not be
reached for comment on the at-
tacks on the police stations.

However, the Public Relations
Officer of the Nigerian Correc-
tional Service, DCC A. C. Njoku,
confirmed the attacks in a state-
ment.

He said: “This is unfortu-
nate as this does not portray the
peaceful, no violence, no destruc-
tion mantra hitherto presented
by the #ENDSARS protesters.

“The exact figures of escap-
ees and casualties are yet to be
confirmed and will be commu-
nicated after preliminary inves-
tigations.

“Efforts are underway to ar-
rest the situation and return
normalcy back to the centres.
The Armed Squad Personnel of
the Service is working tirelessly
to bring the situation under con-
trol.

“The public is therefore en-
joined to go about their busi-
nesses in a peaceful manner,
resist and shun attempts of be-
ing used to destabilize the peace
in the state by destructing indi-
vidual and public institutions.”

Meanwhile, doctors at a pri-

vate hospital in Benin were yes-

The hoodlums attacked the po-

terday battling to save the life of
an official of the Oko Medium
Security Centre, Mr. Benjamin
Aduya, who sustained machete cut
injuries when hoodlums attacked
the facility.

At least four persons were re-
portedly shot dead at Auchi in Et-
sako West Local Government Area
of Edo State.

This occurred during an early
morning protest in the area.

It was learnt that the protest
later turned violent as youths em-
barked on extortion of passers-by
and motorists playing the busy
Benin-Auchi-Okene-Abuja Road.

The protesters were said to have
beaten up a military officer to a pulp.
This forced soldiers to storm the
scene for a reprisal which led to the
killing of four protesters.

The soldiers’ intervention was
said to have eased the gridlock on
the Auchi-Okene-Lokoja Road.

The protesters were said to
have blocked the road from Jattu
Junction to Aviele. In its response
to the violence, the Edo State gov-
ernment yesterday imposed a 24-
hour curfew across the state till
further notice.

The curfew took effect from
4p.m. yesterday.

Government said while it re-
spected the rights of its citizens
to undertake legitimate protests, it
could not sit idly when hoodlums
had taken laws into their hands
to unleash mayhem on innocent
citizens and the state.

By the directive, schools and
businesses were to shut down ac-
tivities accordingly. 1o

Parents were advised to rein in
their children, youths and wards,
to forestall further breakdown of
law and order.

“The responsibility of govern-
ment is to protect lives and prop-
erty and maintain law and order,
therefore, anyone found outside in
violation of the curfew would be
dealt with according to the law

governmentsaid



