3 diein Edo, Ondo as

ot

ZEndSARS protesters on
Friday defied the ban on
protest in the FCT, and
blocked Abuja aty gate to
continue their demand for
an end to police brutality
and the reform of the force

The Benin peaceful but
coordinated protest by
thousands of pro #End-

SARS ps had turned
sour w an anti-group
suspected to be thugs

ed from nowhere and

descended on the former
with gunshots, cutlasses,
bottles and other danger-
ous weapons.

The clash left two per-
sons in their pool of bfl;d
and several others injured
in the melee at the ever
busy Ring Road ak a Kings
Square in the capital town.

Thas 1s as the State Gov-
emor, Mr. Godwin Obase-
ki, yesterday condemned
the attack on ZENDSARS
protesters in Benin Gity by
unidentified hoodlums
noting that a thorough
nvestigation would com-
mence immediately to
bring the culpnits to justice

aseks in a statement
made available to news-
men in Berun, charged the
Edo State Police Command
to come out m full force to
provide adequate security
to the protesters as they
were exercising their rights
as concermned citizens of
Nigena.
According to hum, “1
have F:t learnt that hood-

hums have attacked FEND-
SARS ters, who have
conducted themselves

peacefully in Berun City
“lextend condolences to
the victims of the attacks,
including those who lost
thear lives and others who
were injured by the thugs “
Armed with a whate cof-
fin and placards of vanious
shapes and mscriptions, the
stesters moved from the
€, major roads,
e
enue Goverranent House
Berun: Cjty
They also charited ant
govermment siogans such
as ‘Buhan Must Go and
EndSARS
Members of the ant-
body suspected fo be boy
from popular quarters
the {redo coundll area of
the s2ate
been muffed by dis
actions «
progesters, whisch acc rding
to then, disturb thesr dady
brasariesese= )
They were saxd to have
hauled stones at the protest
ers and alwo shot inso the air
which reportedly left two
dead and caused several of

them to sustain injuries in
the process.
But irked by the ugly
~development, protest-
ers, in repnsal attack, took
ght back to where the
suspected thugs converged
al e National Museum
—Bround at the King's Square
~[Ring Road ) where Llsle‘q.ltlen-

~Baged in a bloody fight

One of the vicims, who

Addressing the protest-
ers at the Kings Square in
Benin City, Deputy Gover-
nor, Rt Hon. Comrade Phil-
ip Shaibu, said the govern-
ment will not fold its arms
and watch harm come the
way of young people exer-
dsmng their rights as citizens
of the country.

According to Shaibu, “1
have given mstructions to

security agenaes to fish
out those behind the attack.

“I have also ordered
that the victim be taken to

the n’\(n’E;.IE; we are goin,
to give hum a state gu.n:ﬁ
because the martyrs of this
struggle must be remem-
bered

“He will be remembered
for being part of this strug-
gle. He 15 a martyr al y
and by the grace of God, he
will never be forgotten.”

Ondo

defied the ban, came out
in their numbers and took
over the Ai Road, the
main ial route leading
to the dity.

They camped at the City
Gate and effectively blocked
vehicular traffic into and out
of the aty. -

As in previous days,

rotesters brandi larfaﬁ

anners and handbills wi
various inscriptions, de-
nouncdng police brutality
and demanding justice for
victims of torture and extra
judical killings.

The Federal Capital Terri-
tory Admirustration (FCTA)
had on Thursday, banned
street protest within the ter-
ritory, ostensibly to forestall
any further breakdown of
law and order

Ina = The ban came a day after
ota Camry with number = ENDSARS protesters were

plate LND 778 GL, and
two commeraal motorcy-
dlists said to have rammed
mnto the protesting youths
in Akure, killed one per-

son whose identity was
yet to be wrtmnm? while
mjured were
rushed to the hospital.
the incident,
the PPRO, ASP Tee-Leo
Ikoro, said the family of the
deceased has a to ac-
cept their fate with a
for the body for burial.
Meanwhile, youths in
therr hundreds converged
on Akure, the State capital
to voice their displeasure
against the activities of the
men of the Spedal Anti-
Robbery

While demanding the
total and genuine scrap-
ping of what was described
as the most dreadful and
deadly urit of the Nigeria
Police, the protesters shut-
down vehicular movement
in some parts of the State
capital for hours.

The train of the protest
moved through the popu-
lar Oba Adesida - Oyeme-
kun road to Alagbaka axs
of the state capital before
roufing it back to old ga-
rage and Cathedral junc-
fion with motonsts stalked
n the traffic snar) for hours
whale others were force to
trek long distance

In spite oof the ban placed
un street protests and ral
ies, some voung Nigenans
clamnounng for ¢ mngrmhun»
wve reforms of the Nigena
Police Force, yesterday e
tumed to the streets and
magor roads of Abuga

The protesters, who

attacked by some armed
hoodlums "at the Berger
Roundabout in Abuja.

The attack saw the hood-
lums cutting some protesters
with knives and machetes as
well as destroying their cars

Munister of the FCT, Mal-
lam Mohammed Bello, said
the ban was part of the reso-
lutions reached at a security
committee meeting of the
FCTA, specifically convened
to evaluate the security situ-
ation around the nation's
capital

An eyewitness to yester-
day’s protest said that com-
muters and motorists who
were moving out of the
aty mﬁt?e the satellite towns
along the Airport Road were
forced to make a detour, hav-
ing spent hours on a frustrat-
ing traffic gnidlock caused by
the protesters. ’

It was also learnt that the
protesters vowed to remain
on the roads despite the
presence of secunty person-
nel, who amived at the scene
in droves to mamtain law

order.

Meanwhile, there is anger
and lamentation as #End-
SARS protesters continue in
Lagos on Fnday with dem-
onstrators observing jumaat
prayers on the i »ME

he campaigners also
resumned blockades of ma-
jor hughways and observed
their Jumaat prayers on
roads at the Lagos State Sec-
retanat and Lekda Toll Plaza
to express their agitations
agamnst police brutality

For hours, they occupied
the magor haghways by tumn
mg other roads 1o venues of
camnival-like protests, charst

mg FEndSARS slogans and

songs, while calling for
a total overhaul of the polic-
ing system in the country
and a more serious govern-
ment that would address
myriads of problems con-
fronting the nation.

While some called for
immediate implementation
of the reforms i Y
the President Muhammadu
Buhari and the or-
General of Police, Muham-
mad Adamu, others were
demanding reduction in the
salanies of the lawmakers
and elected officials in order
to create jobs for the teeming
jobless youths.

Food items such as
breads, soft drinks and other
snacks were brought to the
venues of the protests in dif-
ferent vehicles as the protest-
ingy \:-u!hscflaycd a variety
of music, danang and la-
menting over the enges
confronting the youths in
muntry

However, commuters in
Lagos and travelers in and
out of the state groaned in
the hours of endless traf-
fic occasioned by the road
blockades mounted on the
Lagos-Ibadan Ex sway
a.n§ the hekk.i-EpePE;Jmsé—
way.

The protests gained mo-
mentum later in the night as
they observed a candle light
procession in their hundreds
g;\ the Lekki tollgate yester-

Y.

Many commuters s t
over eight hours via N]owe
ends of Lagos-lbadan Ex-
pressway to Lagos as the

s blocked the road

the Lagos State secre-

tariat axis of the ever-busy

highways thereby prevent-

mng inbound and outbound
vehidles to Lagos.

Meanwhile, Governor Ba-
bajide Sanwo-Olu of Lagos
State had confinued to a
peal to the protesting vmh&
to sheath tﬁeu swords, and

ve both the Federal and
tate  Governments the
chance t& consolidate on the
actions being promptly tak-
ento addrh% &w ccr:lzcrm..

According to the gover-
not, most Lagosians are un-
able to go to their workplac-
€8 or earmn a legiimate lvin,
because of ﬁlle collatera
mmpact of protest gatherings.

Thousands of 2 EndSARS
protesters vesterday also
shut down major cities in
(}gun State in contiration
of their prisest against pokice
brutality by operatives of the

'ndSARS...#EndSARS...#EndSARS.,,

protesters defy banin Abuja

SARSsT;:g
In Abeokuta, the state

capital, the angry protesters
as early as 6am [aid %ege to
strategic locations and para-
lysedmglcmrmu'a] activities
in the major parts of the dity.

The protesters blocked
the IBB Boulevard Road
that leads to the governor's
office and halted free flow of
vehicular movement along
the axis.

serving their Friday Jumaat
prayer in the middle of the
road.

The protest rocked%ag-
amu, Sango-Ota, fjebu-Ode
and Ifo areas of the state also.
Some of the inscriptions
on their placards read: "Our
voices must be heard”;
"SARS Na Fraudsters # End-
SARS"; "No More Audio
Ban"; "Say No to Police Bru-
tality”; “Iphone no be gun.”

hip hop artiste,
Damqe}l’uTobiloga Agudu be
Bopularly known as Kizz
aniel, and a veteran Nolly-
wood actor, Yemi Sodiumu,
among other celebrities were
ammg\eﬂ\ose who particpat-

In Calabar, protest con-

tinued as %lct’}‘:e from ev-

part of capital a
fnryarched througﬁ ma;))n,-
streets, carrying placards
and demanding reforms in
the Police.

As early as 830 am, they
had gathéred at the usual
muster point at Millennium
Park along Mary Slessor, and
marched to Eleven Eleven

t along Murtala
ed way.

Speaking to our corre-
spondent, one of the leaders
of the group, who gave his
name as Hanson Peter, ex-
plained that he had been a
victim 8:.; SARS in the past,
noting that so many Nigeri-
ans may have been kxllfdeor
even maimed by the outfit.

However, the Special Ad-
viser to Governor Ben Ayade
on Media and Publicity, Mr.
Christian Ita, said the gover-
nor was ready to address the
protesters “but they have not
come to him and he cannot
20 to them.”

Ekiti
Several Youths in Ekify

State on Friday also
out enmasse to join tgu
counterparts across the
wuntry in pressing home
the demands to the Federal
Covernment

The youth expressed
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grievances over prolonged

ts of SARS in encroach-
ing beyond their boundar-
ies by molesting the mnocent
youths.

The protest paralyzed
activities in Ado-Ekit,, the
Ekiti State capital, as the
=EndSAl%9he pmr;t&:hte:; con-
verged at ajuyl
Park in the staFt,:capita] in the
early hours of the morning,
barricaded the r roaéi
the: causin c grid-
lockmetx’tythe bus§area i

Motorists heading to ar-
eas such as Bank Road, Ade-
bayo Road and Basiri areas
in Ado-Ekiti were stranded
for hours and were forced
to find alternative routes to
their destination.

The state governor, Dr
Kayode Fayemi, who was on
his way to the State House of
Assembly for a State of the
State address to mark his sec-
ond anniversary as governor
was forced to stop and speak
to the protesters.

Fayemi declared that the
youth had genuine agitation
for holistic reforms in the po-
lice, and appealed to them to
continue their demonstra-
tion in a acef;:l manner
to avoid it g hijacked by
hoodlums.

In Umuahia, the Abia
State capital, a Methodist
Bishop and Co-chair, In-
terfaith Dialogue Forum,
Bishop Sunday Onuoha, has
warned that the #EndSARS
protests currently sweep-
Ing across the country may
degenerate mto anarchy un-
less the Federal Government
takes steps to end the inhu-
man treatment meted out to
the youth.

uoha, who is also the
President, Vision Africa In-
ternational, expressed worry
over the development and
called on governments of the
36 states of the Federation to

d st a possible ugly
E:szh:ﬁﬂm Bhy
The 2013 Global Peace
Award Winner, also said
he was heartbroken and
devastated watching the
youth, who are the hope of
the country being subjected
to various degrees of humil;-
ation because they want to
chart a new course.

He advised that the al-
ready tensed situation may
fum into anger and frustra-
fion tikely to push the coun-
try to the precipice

He decried the level of
debasement the youth have
been subjected 10 over hime
but more pronounced dur.




