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) durng the attackon.

stateJast Thursday.

In a similar development,
suspected gunmen, also on
Thursday night, attacked K-
Vom (Gwol) Village in another
freshattack and killed five per-
sons in Vwang District of Jos
SouthLocal Government Area
of Plateau State.

Our co ent gath-
ered from the villagersin Pla-
teau State that the attackers
descended from nearby hills
shooting at the close range
around 1

AlsoinBenue State, atleast
30 chiefs are said to have been
killed in Gwer West Local
Government Area by youths
in the area using charms and
other fetish powers. |

The paramount ruler of
Tyoshin community, Chief
Daniel Abomtse, said this yes-
terday during the burial cer-
emony of Governor Samuel
Ortom's Special Adviserin the
Bureau for Local Government
and Chieftaincy Affairs (BLG-
CA), Elder Jerome Torshimbe
in Naka, headquarters of the
local government.

Also, two persons were re-
portedly killed in a renewed
boundary war between the
people of Izzi in Ebonyi
State, and their neighbouring
Obubara in Cross River State.

The two neighbouring
communities have been at
war for many years with
many killed and properties
worth millions of naira de-
stroyed.

The age long boundary
war restarted on Wednesday
this weekleaving anine-year-

old boy and another aged

man, whose identities are yet
unknown, dead.

Three persons from
Obeagu Ibom, Amachi, Izzi
communities were also de-
clared missing during the

Friday as teports Te—attack.
the seriesof kitt—— A statement by the Acting

Director, Defence Media Op-

_the geo-political zZones of the_crations, Brigadier-General

Onyeuko, which was
made available to journalists

fian Troops under Operation” —m Gusau, said the success
el Sanity yesterday said it wasrecorded following quick
[ "killed 21 armed bandifs as antesponse to credible informa-

tion communicated to the

gallaﬁﬂgl—os't their livesin a__troops on bandits attack on

nnocent communities.
He said: “In the aftermath

UnguwarDokaunder Faskari
e e f the decisive encounter, the

galtant troops successfully res-
cued threekidnapped victims
including an eight-month-old
baby, who have been in the
custody of the criminals for
more than 23 days.

“During the exploitation
phase of the operation, the
gallant troops recovered one
AK 47 rifle, one AK 47 maga-
zine and three Motorcycles
from the fleeing bandits.

“Regrettably, resulting
from the encounter with the
bandits, one gallant officer
and two soldiers paid the
supreme sacrifice while two
other soldiers were wounded
in action and are currently re-
ceiving medical treatment in
amilitary medical facility and
respondin itively.

E)"(Im‘l’le fegarg troops have
continued to pursue the ban-
dits into the forest and domi-
nate the general areas with
aggressive fighting patrols to
deny them an ite.”

Also, the Plateau State Po-
lice Commissionet, Edward
Egbuka, who visited the
scene of the attacks yesterday,
while Speaking “i’lt{l Journal-
ists, confirmed that the attack
was carried out by yet to be
identified gunmen m the K-
Vom ‘community and shot
five persons.

He said: “The situatior: is
under control now, but this
is a setback to the peace we
have been trying with all
stakeholders and other se-
curity agencies to manage in
Plateau State.”

“The Police have an idea
of the cause of the attads; we:
had a series of meetings in

the community for the past
six weeks over isolated md-
dents of killings.”

The Police commissioner
however, assures the citizens
of Plateau State that they will
go after the ators and
sponsors of the attack to arrest

ermn.

Commenting, the member,
representing, Jos South con-
stituency in the Plateau State
House of Assembly, Hon.
Dalyop Fom, who was on
ground to calm the commu-
nity, condemned the attack
and desﬂiribed it as barbaric,
urging the security agencies
to sea%ch for the ptgrpgtergtom
of the evil act.

He said it was a sad time
and moment for the constitu-
ency because of several at-
tacks and killings of members
without perpetrators being
arrested.

Speaking, a survivor,
Dalyop Gyang, whohad sev-
eral injuries on his head, told
journalists that the attackers
were two, who came to their
area around 10pm and he
saw them dressed in green,
but could not recognise any
of them.

Likewise, the vigilante
leader in the community,
Alabi Gyang, told our cor-
respondent that a few weeks
ago, one of the vigilante mem-
bers was killed by suspected
herdsmen and no arrestshave
been made.

Abomtse said: “There
were isolated murder of el-
ders on account of oracle
consultation by youths us-
ing fetish powers, which sent
over 30 persons to their early
graves spanning from 2012
to date.

“My council has done its
best to curtail this phenom-
enon to no avail. We really
need a government sledge
hammer to descend on per-
petrators and those connivers
of thisdastard acts and appeal
to your government to speed-
ily respond to check thisugly
trend.”

Reacting to the allegations,
Governor Samuel Ortom,
who personally graced the

occasion, wamed the youth .

to desist from the act, adding
that p ators would be

Troops kill 21, lose 3 soldiers in
bandits in North-West

ily dealt with.

He described Torshimbe
as a man of character and
ntegrity; one who was com-
mitted and dedicated to duty
and had a desire for him to
succeed.

Meanwhile, it was gath-
ered that the suspected war-
lords from the three Cross
River State communities hav-
ing boundaries with those of
Izzi, Eja, Apiampkum, Faga
oruenya, all in Obubara Local
Government Area, had invad-
ed their neighbours in Ebonyi
State and attacked them.

A source said: “The war-
lords from Cross River took
over the Ebonyi community
on Wednesday and were
shooting sporadically atthem.

“The police retreated to
avoid return fire because if
they didn't retreat, the Cross
River people would continue
to shoot. Three houses were
burnt down.

“They took over the village
and the villagers relocated to
the neighbouring communi-
ties. But yesterday police suc-
ceeded in entering the village
under attack at Obeagu Ibom
Village.

“Many houses were dam-
aged, three persons declared
missinﬁ_‘and two reportedly
killed, their bodies were seen
on the road but no one could
identify them because the vil-
lage is deserted.

The Ebonyi State Police
Public Relations Officer
(PPRQ), DSP Loveth Odah,
confirmed the attack and said
that the Commissioner of Po-
Tice, Sule Maku, hasbeefed up
security in the community:

She said: “The DPO Izzi
Division lead a team to the
Obeagu Ibom Village in
Punac%:;l community; attacked
by Ljega, Apiamkpum, and
Orinya Village all in Obubara
in Cross River State.

“Adequate security has
been beefed up in the place
and the Commissioner of Po-
lice Sule Maku, has called on
his Cross River counterpart
to do the same in their side so
that peace will reign while the
national boundary commis-
sion has also been contacted
for demarcation to avoid fur-
ther destruction of properties
and loss of lives.”
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