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hirty-one-year-old Mr. Rapha-
el Ashy choked on emotion as
he tried valiantly not to break
down.

“I've spent seven years between po-
lice detention and Kirikiri Prison for
committing no crime. These days, I pray
every day for God to bring someone to
rescue-‘me out of this hell that has be-
come my life.  can't even begin to imag-
ine what my aged mother has been go-
ing through all these years. ] don't even
know why ['m in this prison,” he said.

Ashy isan inmate of Kirikiri Prison

and has been there now for six
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our correspondent to tell his story of
alleged injustice and suffering is best
imagined.

According to him, on the day that his
trouble started, leading to his becoming
aguestat the police station, wasalso the
day that those who caught him and la-

of the girl, who eventually got pregnant
an hologically fraumatise

% y added he was
by some boys residing at the

W
1is girlfriend, Balikis Lawal The rape
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Man spends one year in SARS

cell, six years awaiting
.girtfriend gang-raped, impregnated, dies

~Rallway Stabion area of EbuteMetz,

Tage
He disclosed that it was the same set
of TRVS, WHO Sang-raped s Frirend

were sleeping in their house, at Abule
the

| They were taken to
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The incident occurred on October 1,

idowu. one of the inmates In Kirikiri Prison

“
©

stopped them from attacking Ashy. We
were still trying to pacify both parties,
when policemen suddenly appeared
an the scene and everyone scampered.
The police left when they couldn't ar-
rest anyone,” Kalejaiye said.
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spent six years.

“Tajwo Idowu was also caught by
the Railway Boys in owr community,
where he was playing, and handed
him over to the Denion Palice Station.
The Railway Boys accused [dowu of

_2013, about 12am. He Kalejaiye further recalled that two supporting Ashy to beat ane of them,
s whisked away 10 a nearby busir—hours after the police left, he and They also accused him of robbery
) and raj his friends came out of their hid- “ and handed him over to the palice,
was then taken toa po ing. A few minutes after this, they When they were charged to court,
Wm&mm took a walk and walked into police- I'm mtting the pollcemen from Denton Police
e said; “The hoodlums beat, tied men, whodecided to frisk every one . Station sald they found guns and
my hands andTegs before handingme __of them. awayInprson,  other weapons on Ashy and Taiwo,
aver {o the then Divisional Police Of He added: “They searched my  Thoseofusat ~ The police further clalmed to have
ficer (DPO) in charge of Denfon Police  bag and saw my dad's military recovered guns from them which
Station. The DPO transferred me tothe  uniform. They asked where I got Abule Baba- thoy werv using In fighting. But the
Special Anti-Robbery Squad (SARS)af-  the uniform; I told them that it be- Egunandthe truth is that during street fights,
fice at the Police Command Headquar-  longed to my father. They didn't h we don't use guns, but bottles and
Ikeja. I spent a in believe me and then arrested me.  Rallway Station  stones. I dan't know where police
tenf i u * _ Our friends later came to bail us BOYS usedto or the Rallway Station Boys gt the
ﬁ@mﬂ@mﬂm with N27,000. Inmediately we were 4 ., guns they claimed were found on
was not only Ashy who was im-  bailed, I left the community:. [ left be fnendly until Ashy and Tadwo. The whole false
prisoned. He disclosed that another of — the community for Agbado area, 2008 when allegations werv not just from Rall-
their Tiend, Taiwo Idowu, was alsore-~ because [ knew the Rallway Boys way Station Boys, but also from the
manded {n Kirikirj Prison gfter bei would definitely come back for a theywere Investigating Police Officer (IPO) at
charged to court by SARS operatives.  reprisal I wasat Agbado when in-  haged away Denton Police Station. I'm begging
“What led to the incarceration of formation got to me that Railway human righis lawyers to intervene
Ashy and Tafwo Idowu in KiiKiri Boys and 1{3013 B:l;_vidimcz&ed ouwr fromtheland i this case These guys didn't rob
l’ﬁs?ﬁnsmgﬁﬁ Era—gcﬁii@ Dvamem _ street at night and abducted Ashy anyone : » .
street fight 1t was just a fight between _ and his girlfriend from where by a developer be]zs_" @ . e niot drmed rob
“Ashy and a boy from the Railway Sta-  they were sleeping. They dragged whobuiltan Ashy said: “I'm rotting away
tion area. I}l%mmﬂ to their community and tied estateonthe  In prison. Those of us at Abule
argument and snowballed intoa fight ~ Ashy’s legs and hands and placed Baba-Egun and the Raflway Sta-
People {ntervened and tried to stop  some weapons before him. They land tion Boys used 1o be friendly until
them from continuing with the fight.  then said they had arrested armed — """ 2008 when they were chased awx
i ht bothpar-  robbers, who had been disturbing from the land by a developer whubuuy1
tiesleft We all thought that was theend ~ their community. They bundled him to an&stntconﬂ\ei:md.smmthemwemm
of i Bul to everyone's Shock, e guy — Denton Police Station and from there Railway Statlon Bays had not been ro.
who T Ashy TefrtoTeh m;wmmmken to SARS office at Ikeja, lating well” i
Hoys 110 where he spenta year. It was after a year A recoll s
communi -armed-with— that he was charged to court and 3)1en Kirikhial’t]?;on. T Ay o
dangerous weapons. My friends and |  remanded in prison, where he hasnow He said: “On that fateful day, I was

trial

ing home when somp guys attacled
ﬁ?a‘{;\lhm 1 realised | couldn't handi
them, 1 had to eall my ivjends to copa
and resoeue me, Wo loit the sceno aid
went toour area, winware thaf (he case
had not been setfled. Twadays latey, my
girlfriend and 1 wore sleeplng, when
tho Rallway Station Days storined my
nouse and abduoted (ho (wo of us, My
hands and legs wore tied aftor 1 had
heen beaten, My givliviend was tiken
into a nearby bush and gang rape
While they were rapiig her, [heard hie
screaming and begging them tapolpase
her She also called my name several
times. beging me to como (o her res
cue. 1 couldn't reseue her beeauso of
wmy sttuatlon. Sho was freed that night,
but she had nowhare to go and sty
with me i the cald wheyo | wos ted,
While taking me to Danton Pollea Sta
tion In the morning, 1 asked her o go
home and take care of hersell. Whily
at SARS office, wo wore unabls to thlk.
[ wns Inter told that sho died as a result
of the pregnancy from the goig .
[ couldn’t sleep when | heard aboul
the incldent and up till this momont,
I'm plagued by nightmares of hor ba-
ing gangraped and screaming, Sho
was dear to me. Aler apending o yeor
In SARS's detontlen, I was ehargedl (o
court and from thero remanded (n this
Kirikirl Maximum Prison,

T was torturd in SARS cell af Thnja,
before I wis chiwged (o court nflor a
year in detention, I was baaton inere|-
lesaly Evon when [ told the polloe that
[ was not an armed robbor, thoy didn’t
listen, I will never forget tho days, weaka
and months [ spent in SARS detentlon
1 was beaten on a dally basls 1o aidlmir
to belng an armed robbor ‘Thery woro
some suspects who lost consclousnoss
whila being beaten to canfiss Lo orbves,
[ don't pray my enemy (o ba dotafnid tn
SARS call.”

Idoww, who also spoke from the

rison, sald ho wns alwiys tho ong be-
ng taken to court, while Asly would be
loft behind. However, whenever he was
tnken to court and the case wis onlled,
his name and that of Ashy wanld b
called on the samo ense,

He sald: “When [ told my Jawyeir
that the person they always call hia
name along with mine during court
hearing, was in the same-prison with
me, my lawyer ndvised that whenoever
they call my case In the court, | shonld
rulse up my hand and 101l the evit
that Ashy was In prison. The lawyer's
suggestion worked and since thep,
both of us have been going to ¢ourt
together.”

A lnwyer, Lulkiman Aghelu, whils
reacting to Ashy's long dotention in
SARS faclity, sajek: "Pollce do niol havy
the right to detaln any suspect boyomi
14 days, There 1s what Ia called Re-
mand Warrnnt, but after s expliration
you can't renew it anymore and miel e
suspect would bo chapged to court for
trial"”

Asked if there are consequences i
detaining suspoct boyond 14 daya, the
Lawyer sald that such a suspeet had s
right to sue for violation of his fuda-
mental rights.
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