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517597 gne E.G.Imll died whlle

jured when a fuel
_fankere led in Kano State.

- TheLagos e‘xﬁ]losinn was caused
hy suspected vandals who were si-
phoning fuel from a breached Nige-
rian National Petroleum Corpora-
tion (NNPC) pipeline.

The explosion occurred about
3am., at Fire Junction in the com-
munity, while most of the residents
were still asleep. The sound of the
explosion generated panic, forcing
many people to run out of their
houses naked.

/Tt was learnt that three weeks
/ ago, some of vandals went to the
| area in about five buses to siphon
| fuel

imiaysexplmiun wascaused by the
vandals, who came with 10 trucks.
A spuree in the Nigeria Security
and Civil Befence Corps (W
said when the vandals got to the
scene they saw an anti-vandal
squad, patrolling the area.

“When the vandals saw our men,
they opened fire. The vandals were
escorted to the pipeline points by
some soldiers, The soldiers also as-
sisted themn in fighting our officers.
Some of the vandals escaped with
injuries. They came with 10 tankers;

_ butleft with eight. They abandoned
two while trying to run away

“We are not going to rest until
we get them. We're working on in-
telligence gathering to arrest the
vandals. What we gathered wasthat
the vandals had an informantinthe
area, who usually gives them infor-
mation whenever our men left the
scene on patrol. But I believe we are
going to get them,” the source said.

A witness, whogave hisname as
Adealy, said when the vandals saw
the NSCDC officers, they engaged
them in gun battle, which lasted for
about 10 minutes,

Hesaid: “This is not the first time
we are witnessing such incident in
our community, In 2008, we had a
similar incident, where proper-
ties worth millions of naira were
destroyed. And a lot of people lost
their lives to the vandals then. We
are witnessing another one now;
government should do sumethmg
about these vandals.”

A resident, Miss Adetutu Sulai-
mon, said the people arouse from
sleep by the explosion.

She said: “We were sleeping, we
suddenly heard someone shouting,
telling peoble to move out of their
houses. Immediately, we rushed
out. Some people even rushed out
stark naked. There was a woman,
whorushed out, carrying her three-
month-old daughter. She was com-
pletely naked. It wasmy mother who
gave her clothes to cover herself Tt
was a serious confuision.

“When some people were run-
ning, they fell down and sustained

... EXplosion: Two killed
= injured, 30 vehides bumtin Lagos

...one dies in Kano

injuries. At Church Street, a family
of four got trapped in their house,

were xerfously burnt. They
hadbwntakenmlsuloGenm‘ale
pital. The two people that died were
Hausa They were sleeping in their
containers where they sell groceries

and got caught in the inferno. Their

remains have been deposited at the
mortuary”

It was also learnt that when
the vandals were escaping from
-the scene, they spilled fuel into the
drainages, which also caught fire.
Thefireaffected threestreets, shops
and goods were

The General Manager of the La-
gos State Emergency Management
Agency (LASEMA), Femi Oke-
Osanyintolu, said that firefighters
were battling to put out the inferno.

According to him, the toll may
further rise.

He said: “Tmmediately we re-
ceived the distress call about the
fire, we moved to the scene and con-
tained the fire to a level, but it was
with the assistance of Lagos State
Fj.re Service and other sister agen-
cies.

“On arrival of LRT at the scene
of the incident, it was gathered that
some vandals were engaged in bun-
kering activities at Fire Junction,
Tjegun, within the vicinity where
an NNPC pipeline was buried. The
vandalshad already siphoned petrol
intoa 33,000itre tanker while a sec-
ond tankerof the same capacity was
beingloaded when security agencies
suddenly intercepted the vandals.

trying to escape, some
of the siphoned fuel spilled into
the drainage and the vandals were
alleged to have set the spilled fuel
on fire in a bid to deter the security
agencies from apprehending them.
The fire eventually returned to the
pipeline point where the vandals si-
phoned the fuel and exploded with
escalating fire which led to two fa-
talities and over 30 vehicles burnt,
eight persons were also irjured.”

The spokesman for the National

Emergency Management Agency

*(NEMA), South-West, Mr. Ibrahim

Farinloye, said that immediately the
incidentstarted, NEMA informed the
NNPC, who are owners of the pipe-
line. He noted that some of victims
were affected in the inferno while
trying toflee.

Some schools close to the scene of
the pipeline explosion were affected.
The schools are Baptists Model High
School and Ijegun Comprehensive
Junior High School.

Firefighters were still battling with
the infernoasat3p.m. AtIrede Street,
20 shops were burnt.

Mz Chinedu Nnaji, who sells raw
food, said that he stocked his shop on
Monday and the explosion occurred
vesterday Nnaji said that his newly
stocked shop was razed.

He said: “The entire foodstuff T
bought was inside my shop. Every-
thing is gone. I don’t know where to
start from. I collected loan from bank
1o stock my shop. I'm in a serious
problem.”

But another source said that
when the vandals, who had already

, eight

lu.{cled ina_
tanker, were -
intercepted
by the police,
the vandals
deliber-
ately set the
spilled fuel
on fire in a
bid to deter
the security
agents from

By et

ocal Government
Primary Schoal, ljegun,
partially burnt|

apprehending them.

The emergency responders and
officials from the Lagos Fire Service,
Lagos State Ambulance Service (LA-
SAMBUS), NSCDC, Neighbourhood
and Safety Corps, Rapid Response
Squad (RRS)and othershad a hectic
time controlling the situation, which
generated confusion.

TheHead of thefire service, Mrs.
Margret Adeseye, who led the fire-
fighting operation, said her office
received the information at about
Sam.

Adeseye, who also introduced
herself as the Acting Director of
the agency, said that five fire stations
were deployed at the scene to put out
thefire.

She said: “I received the call at
5a.m. We have five fire stations on
ground to combat the fire. Immedi-
ately I got the message I called the
NNPC to shut the channels of the
fire. But we were able to curtail the
fire. We won't leave here until we
completely put out the fire.”

siphone @

s when 9 tanker carrying diesel

(PRO) of the state Fire Service,

Alhaji Saidu Mohammed, told the

News Agency of Nigeria (NAN) in

ﬁg’no that the accident occurred
ut 8.52a.m yesterday.

“He'said: “We received a distress
from one Malam Mohammed
about 8.52a.m. that there was a
tanker that was gutted by fire on
Rano Road. 3

“On receiving the information,
we quickly dispatched our person-
nel and vehicle to the scene of the
incident about 9.10a.m. torescuethe
victims.”

Mohammed said the tanker’s
number plate could not be com-
pletely identified because of thefire.

The PRO attributed the accident
to speed limit violation which re-
sulted inloss of control by the driver.

Hesaid two people were involved,
one died while the other sustained
injury
Mohammed added that the vic-
tims had been handed over to of-
ficials of the Federal Road Safety
Commission (FRSC).

The PRO gave the names of the
victims as Malam Danladi (45) and
Abubakar Ya'u (35).

He appealed to motorists to al-
ways obey traffic regulations so as
tostay aliveand minimise accidents
on the road.

Assault: Adamawa senator, Abbo, visits IG, FCT Command

Emmanuel Onani
ABLIA

ehator representing Adamawa
orth Senatorial District,

isha Abbo, had a session with
operatives at the Federal Capital
Territory (FCT) Police Command

The lawmaker was seen in a video

assaulhngawmnanatasextoyshop
in Abuja.

The video, which went viral
on the social media, had attracted
condemnation from individuals and
groups, many of who had called for
hisimmediate arrestand prosecution,
where culpability was established.

Accordingly, the Inspector General
of Police(IG), Mr Mohammed Adamu,
ordered an investigation into the ugly

incident.

Tt was learnt that Abbo had visited
the IG at the Force Headquarters,
before proceeding to the FCT Police
Command, for possible interview,

It was, however, not clear when the
interaction with detectives would be
concluded.

The outrage generated by Abbo’s
violent conduct, as seen in the video,
hadforced him tomake publicapology.




