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Bandits kill traditional ruler in Sokoto

the air.

He said residents ran
into hiding to avoid being
hit by stray bullets.

The witness added
that the gunmen then
went straight to Balle Po-
lice Station where they
burned down patrol ve-

hicles and the building

rmed men

“have shot de before moving to the pal-
the a 1t10na1 ace of the district head.
They gunned him down
cogr_nr,umty Al,l_m_lhl:a- in cold blood, said the
cal Gov- urce, who requested not
ernrn nt Area of Sokoto  to be named for security

_State. reasons,
The gunmen also set The Nigerian Army
ablaze-thepolice station  had earlier announced a
_in the community. ban on the use of motor-
A witness told PRE- cycles in seven northern
MIUM TIMES that the statesincluding Sokoto to
gunmenstormedthecom- curbthespate of violence.
munity on_motorcycles Balle is the headquar-

ters of Gudu Local Gov-
ernment Area, and an
ancient community, In
1804, it was the capital of
Sokoto caliphate. It shares
boundary with the Repub-
Iic of Niger.

“The gunmen, upon ar-
rival at the emir’s palace,
found the compound gate

locked. They, however,
jumped over the fence
while others were sta-
tioned outside. After kill-
ing the district head, they
rode their motorcycles
and fled,” the witness said.

He added that it is not
clear whether they killed

security personnel at the
police station.

The source said no ci-
vilian was reported killed
during the attack,

“The gunmen were
allegedly from Niger Re-
public, and were onaplan
revenge attack targeting

Ibrahim .

only the district head,”
he said.

The witness said many
residents attributed the
killing to vengeance as
the traditional leader was
the one who allegedly re-
ported the activities of the
bandits to security agen-
cies.

The police in Sokoto
State are yet to speak on
the incident.

The state Police Publi
Relations Officer (PPRO
Muhammad Sadiq, di
not pick or return calls t
his mobile phone on Tue:
day night and yesterda
morning.

The attack came a da
after the Emir of Katsine
Abdulmumini Usman
bemoaned insecurity i
Sokoto State.

He said: “Every da;
I receive reports of kic
napping and killings fron
the district and villagy
heads.”
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Cultists in shootout as Ibadan

Poly resumes

Sola
IBADAN

ival cult groups

on Tuesday en-

aged each other

in a shootout at the
south gate of The Poly-

technic, Ibadan, Oyo | 555




