Decapltated bodies litter Lagos communities
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duced into the community by a friend af*
ter he lost his job. When we got into the
community, we built the house ourselves.

“We were still mourning Alfa Nla,
when these soldiers came from nowhere.
Right now, we don’t know where to start
to pick the broken piece of our lives. They
demolished houses and shops.”

After the soldiers were through with
the first set of shanties, they moved to
another, also leaving sorrow and tears.

Mrs. Comfort Oyedele, a victim of
the second set of demolished shanties,
said that she lost her shop and house.
She cried that both makeshift buildings
were pulled down without a notice from
the soldiers.

“I was in my shop about 4p.m. when I
saw about five soldiers patrolling the com-
munityTheyaskedustoleave.Iaskedthe
soldiers where they wanted us to go to.
' One of them told us that they were sent
from Abuja to send those living in the
shanties out of the community, because
we were the ones harbouring cultists,

“I don’t see why they should accuse
us of harbouring hoodlums. I still don’t
know why the cultists killed Alfa Nla. On
the fateful day, the deceased was with us
when he saw some people wearing black
shirts. They approached where he was
sitting. He stood up and went to meet
them. He actually wanied to know what
they wanted. He didn’t know they came
to kill him.

“Defore we knew what was happening,
they opened fire on him. When they re-
allsed that bullets were not penetrating
hin bads: HhsY BESUZAT Sus muchivtes wnd

started cut-

ting him. He
fell down. We
all scampered
in different
directions. It
was after we
returned that
we were told
that he was
dead,” Oye-
dele said.

Following
the bloodbath
at Eti-Osa
communities,
the police,
on April 19,
launched an
investigation
and arrested
Saheed Lateef
and Julius Au-
gulere. Police
said both men Anothervictum
were arrested = =
for their alleged mvolvement in the cult
clash that left five people dead in the
Abraham Adesanya area.

The state Police Public Relations Of-
ficer (PPRO), a Deputy Superintendent
of Police (DSP), Bala Elkana, in a state-
ment said that an axe with bloodstains
was recovered from the suspects.

He alleged that the suspects had con-
fessed to the crime. Elkana also said that
only four

corpses were recovered.
HB said; “On April 14E 2019 ahout

d

of the Aiye oon-
fraternity, were

m con-
nection with the
case and they

“One
with
stains was re-
covered

corpses were evacuated and deposited
in a public mortuary for autopsy. All the
corpses had machete cuts. One of the
corpses had a severed head, but it was not
taken away. The command haslaunched a

manhunt for other fleeing cult members.” -

Cultists are presently on the rampage
andkilling in every part of the state. Our
investigation revealed that most cultists
these days now display their conduests
openly with tattoos signifying the num-
ber of lives they have taken during differ-
__entoperations. Many of them haveanad-
mirable mastering of different weapons.
These weaponaare the tools they freely

fraternity were _these cultists strike; they leave in their

".
(2.1 July, four persons were killed while

—bers of the

ham Adasawe in harassing, intimidating, burning,

. killing and decimating not only
members of their cult groups, but also

_helpless and hapless Nigerians.

The situation is so bad that each time

other have become routine. Most times,
the causes of their clashesare often battle
upremacy.

others were wounded when mem-
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ing about 50 aded Okoya, Ogung

oshalasm and Aroworade streets
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sfroying property of members of the

confessed to the ﬁ' mmumtles about 3a_m
crime. — =g 4

from “Killed in the most gr

them. The four—She said: “My son was killed on Valen-

tine Day, February 14. I don’t know why
God didn’t take my life and spared that
of my son. With the death of Yusuf, my
days are numbered. It is the death of my
son that is going to kill me. I cannot cope
without him beside me.”

The distraught mother said she had
been pregnant and had 10 babies, but
they all died. Refusing to give up on

children, she kept trying and
finally had five children that survived.
Yusuf was one of the latter children.
Among her children, Yusuf found a
firm place in her heart because he was
“generous.”




