One dies, as another three

building coIIapses in Aba

Emmanuel Ifeanyi
ABA

ly two days after

arel
§ & _hewspaper re-
'ported the case of

a co]lapsed three storey

~—building in Aba, tragedy
~struck agaimasanother
One person lost h.IS life
ther w:

_nzhenaihm&stu_b.uﬂd-
Aba, the
e
State.
This came a few da days

after a building, also a
“three-storey, collapsed in

é‘}ha_and injured several
_beople.

off Same
Faulks Road, Aba.

Residents of the area

said perennial flood in

the area might have weak-
ened the foundation of the
building.

It was learnt that one
tenant died while trying to
escape while another, who
was resting, was trapped
under the rubble for sev-
eral hours.

The tenant reportedly
phoned his relatives to in-

form them thathe wasun- -

der the collapsed building
and was dying of heat as
he was not able to breathe
properly. He was later res-
cued.

Some witnesses said,

before it collapsed, the
building as a waiting di-
saster.

They alleged that even
the wife of the late own-
er of the building had
warned tenants of the
impending doom, but the

Rescuers at the scene of the collapsed buildin

Also, a source said
the deceased, a father of
three, had escaped from
the building, but the fence
collapsed on him before he

The latest incident oc- was hit by flying bricks.
; on Old Express A resident of the area,
n

who gave his name sim-
ply as Mr. Chima, said the
owner of the building died
many years ago.

He said: “The people liv-
ing in the house are his two
wives and other tenants.
We learnt that one of the

landlord's wives noticed °

that the house was crack-
ing. She raised the alarm,
asking their tenants to
leave the building, because
she wasafraldthebu]ldmg
was going to collapse.
“The man who died
inside the building, from
what we learnt, was held
back by his wife not to go
in, but he eventually found
his way into the building
after he said that there
was money he wanted to
use for something urgent.
"He made it alive, but
while he was running out
of the building, part of
the fence fall on him, but
before help could come
his way, other blocks had

and he died. _

“The other person
trapped inside is an oka-
da rider (motorcyclist). I
learnt that he was resting
in the house before the
unfortunate incident. We
started this rescue opera-
tion when he called one
of his relatives, inform-
ing them that he was still
trapped under the struc-
ture.

“You need to see the
flood here whenever it
rains and this has been
happening over the years.

“We were happy when
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu

-storey

| started construc-
= tion work on this

g Old Express.
| But our joy died
i when we: dis-
covered that the
work stopped by
Sameck.

“We are ap-
pealing to the
governor tocome
to our aid. We
fear that many
houses may go
i thisway"
Some of the

 tenants thanked God for
- Sparing their lives.

They, however; called on
government and private
individuals to come to
their aid as they lost a lot
of property and valuables
in the building collapse.

They added that the
things they could take
out of the building were
the clothes they were
wearing.

A source sald the
trapped man was later
rescued but he was swol-
len, unconscious and was
lmmedlately rushed to a
hospital.
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Electoral violence: Over 25 ir

Dominic Adewole
ASABA

Pohce have apprehend
d 15 people in Delta
State for different elec-
toral offences during the
Presidential and National
Assembly elections last
Saturday.

Some were nabbed dur-
ing the crisis which broke
out at Otu-Okpu in Ika

North East Local Govern- .

were arrested in Delta Cen-

tral Senatorial District for
tormenting trouble.

The acting state Po-
lice Public Relations Of:
ficer (PPRO), ASP Chuks
Orisewezie, said in Asaba
yesterday that three sus-
pects, Uvwiejitobor Ak-
pevwe, Alfred Joseph and
David Ukiri, all from Udu
in Udu Local Government
Area, would be arraigned
before a Chief Magis-
trate’s Court, Asaba for
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- warning fell on deaf ears.

already collapsed on him

‘ment Area while others

~electoral offences.



