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Bandits kill policeman, a4

others in Kaduna, Sokoto

...police van, houses, churches burnt

Baba Negedu and Anule
Emmanuel

in_Southern Ka-

ident Muhammadu Buhari yes-
terday met behind closed doors
with Governor Nasir el-Rufai
of Kaduna State at the Presi-
dential Villa, Abuja.

Also, the Sokoto State Gover-
ninu Tambuwal, said 16 28 cor

‘esident Muhammadu Buhari (right), being briefed
Kaduna State Governor, Mallam Nasir el-Rufai, about the
situation in his state at the State House...yesterday

eBuhari, el-Rufai meet in Aso Rock over atta
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tack, were still missing as they

had not been seen.
He said: “We have recovered

at anyone in sight,

The bandits also set fire to

housesan ed anyone who

so far. Some were ~Tan out of their homes.

people were murdered by ban-- burnt beyond recognition. A witness, who ran into the

_ dits at Dalij
__Kalhu communities in bah

Aside the mobile police offi-
cer who was killed, a police van
used to respond to the attack
was burnt.

A community leader in the
area, who pleaded anonymity,
disclosed the casualty figure
in a telephone interview with
journalists in Kaduna, from
Kajuru,

He also disclosed that sev-
eral houses in the community,
including two churches were
also razed.

The community said some
of the bodies were burnt be-
yond recognition, adding that
some of the villagers, who ran
into the bush to escape the at-

urches were burnt down.

“Some members of our com-
munity are still missing; many
of them who ran into the bush
are yet to come. We do not
know whether they are dead
or alive.”

The community leader;, how-
ever, said the situation was
relatively calm following the
deployment of more security
personnel to the area.

When contacted for his re-
action via a text message, the
state Police Public Relations
Officer (PPRO), Yakubu Sabo,
said he would get back, but
never did at press time.

In the Kaduna attack, the

Rakkoni and Several houses, including two bush to escape the attack, said

the gunmen were in hundreds
and dressed in military uni-
forms, pursuing people into the
bush and residents scattered in
different directions as they run
for their dear lives.

The witness said the villag-
ers attempted to repel the at-
tackers initially; but could not
withstand their fire power and
had to run into the bush.

“The gunmen came this
morning (yesterday); over a
100 of them. They were fully
dressed in military uniform.
Initially our people attempted
torepel them, but they couldn’t
withstand the superior fire-
power of the Fulani,” he said

1 stormed the commu-__on the phone.

“nity in the morning, shooting

The source, however, said

City Brief

60-year-old man hangs self in Ekiti

Adewumi Ademiju
ADO-EKIT(

,60-year-old man, Mr.
Daniel Sakpe, report-
edly hanged himself

at Omobayi area of Itapaji in
Ikole Local Government Area
of EKkiti State,
afather of five left his
wife about midnight, with an ex-
cuse that he wanted to go to the
toilet to ease himself.
After a while, his wife became

worried and called him several
times but the man did not re-
spond. She then raised the alarm
which woke up one of their chil-
dren, Rebecea, who went looking
forherdaddy "

The girl found her father’s
body hanging on a rope inside
the house. 3

Neighbours, who expressed
shock at the tragie development,
said the deceased was not moody
or gave any premonition that he
would commit suicide,

“He had been part of those

who conducted the church ser-
vice in high spirit on Sunday,”
one of them said.

The state Police Public Re-
lations Officer (PPRO), Caleb
Nwachukwu, said he was yet to
be briefed.

The PPRG promised to get
back to our correspondent once
he confirmed the story

However; a police source said
that officials from the Ikole Po-
lice Station had recovered the
body and began investigation
into the development.

ck

mobile policemen had been
drafted to the area, with the
support of soldiers to contain
the attackers. :

It was learnt that a vehicle
belonging to the “Operation
Yaki,” the state government
security outfit, which con-
veyed the mobile policemen
to the area, was burnt by the
rampaging herdsmen.

“Mobile policemen came but
also retreated. One Operation
Yaki vehicle was burnt by the
bandits as the mobile police
tried to run for cover.

ployed in the community and
are engaging the Fulani.

“QOur people have been killed
and our houses have been
burnt. For now, it is difficult
to say how many people have
been killed until the situation
is calm,” the source said.

The attack is believed tobe a
reprisal over the recent killing
of Fulani in the area.

The state government has
condemnéd the attack and

called on the people to remain
calm

Meanwhile, Tambuwal, who

addressed a press conference
yesterday in Sokoto, said the
incident occurred on Monday
night.
The governor called on se-
curity agencies to intensify
efforts at safeguarding the
people’s lives and property.

Commiserating with victims
and their families, Tambuwal
prayed God to grant them the
fortitude to bear the loss.

Tambuwal also spoke on
post-election violence in his
state, which he blamed on the
opposition.

The governor said the situ-
ation had negated calls for
peaceful campaigns and elec-
tions devoid of thuggery. -

He said: “During the elec-
tions, we experienced develop-
ments that clearly exhibited
continued determination of
the opposition to engage in do-
or-die politics.

“Leaders and loyalists of
our party, the Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) were ha-
rassed, hounded and arrested
by security agents even on the
Election Day.

“The opposition also en-
gaged in post-election mayhem,
with attacks and arson on law-
abiding citizens.

“Many properties and hous-

“Soldiers have been de--
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