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etectives attached
to the Inspector-
General of Police,
Special Intelli-
gence Response Team (IRT)
have arrested six suspected
kidnappers and rescued
their 76-year-old hyper-
tensive victim, Benjamin
Okoye, in Abia State.
However, the victim, who
wasrescued on December12
after the IRT men smashed
the kidnapping gang and
grabbed six suspects, died
later.
Itemsrecovered from the
suspectsaretwo AK47rifles
and six magazines loaded
with 180 rounds of live am-
munition, all hidden in a
special compartment con-
structed under the opera-
tional car of the kidnappers.
- The suspects’ arrest and
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~ 'Kidnap: Hypertenswe victim,
76, dles after rescue operation

town. The camp is a three-
bedroom house, rented and
used for camping abducted
victims. The operativesraid-
ed the camp and rescued the
ailing Okoye. He is a hyper-

X s rescue followed the ~tensive patient that had ~—
victim’s abduction on ~been held captive with his

cember 15 in Abia State and
subsequent demand of N80
million ransom by the kid-
nappers. On December 18,
IRT operatives were drafted
into the case.

The victim was a major
importer and a business-
man in Ababutsaidtobe an
indigene of Anambra State.

A police source said:
“The IRT operatives were
instructed by the IG, Ibra-
him Idris, to take over the
case. The detectives immedi-
ately swung into action and
eventually arrested two of
the kidnappers in Aba town.
The suspects took combined
team of IRT operatives and
policemen from Abia State
Police Command to the
kidnappers’ camp at Ok-

pukwuUmuoboareacf Aba _that Okoye later E&ﬁﬂ@r‘

medicine. He was rescued
and four other kidnappers

were arrested at the camp.

These four suspects chal-
lenged the police teams to a
gun battle, leading to them
sustaining bullet wounds.”

The suspects, who are
presently in police custody,
are Chinonye Anoro (26)
and Prince Sylvester 35,
owner and driver of the op-
erational bus. The bus had
been used for eight opera-
tions in Aba.

Others are Kingsley Papa
(45), Ugbonabo Danjuma
(43), who is the gang leader,
Moses Clever (31) and Ogoro
James (26),

The state Commissioner
of Police, Mr: Anthony Og-
bizi, yesterday announced

observed.”

hind this present
success. During
the gun battle, no
life was lost. It was
an excellent job.
The rule of engage-
ment was strictly

Ogbizi said that
it was difficult
for the gang and
other criminals to
=l escape because of
the security net-
work built in the
"l state. He said that
themethod now ad-
opted by the crimi-
nals was to tail pro-
spective victims to
. their homes, us-

ing tricycle, after

The gang has used my bus
twice and gave me N400,000.
1 protested that they should
not use the bus again. Tused
the money to pay off debts.”
~ Anoro said he was in
his shop when one of the
suspects, Sylvester, came
and told him that there was
somebody they wanted to
carry He said that he drove
the bus to pick the victim
when he and others were
arrested.

The leader of the gang,
Sylvester; hasbeen identified
asa shop owner at the popu-
lar Eziukwu/Cemetery Mar-
ketin Aba. He is the informa-
tion source of the gang.

'The hoodlums, who were
said to have kidnapped the

~beingrescued.
Parading the suspects,
Oghizi announced thathe *
_got a report that the vic-
_ tim had just died.
"He asked the suspects:
“Now that your victim

engagec%ym agunbattleby

“a combined team o of IRT_
“operatives, right in the”
_ bungalow of the suspects.

" The bungalow is located at

which they would
abduct them.

One of the suspects with
gunshot wound, Sylvester,
said: “I'm not a member of
the kidnappers. But they

“the World Bank Housing
Estate in Aba. The IRT

has died, what have you

e Sus were

operatives had smashed
many crimes and are be-

used to take my mini bus to
carry out their operations.
Each time they used the bus,
they give me some money.

importer’s son not too long
ago, still went back to kid-
nap the importer with the
sole aim of extracting more
money from him. It was
learnt that the hoodlums on
sighting the police engaged
them in a gun duel and were
later overpowered by the po-
lice team.
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ingering petrol scarcity took its toll

I lc))nr%identsd majortownsinparts

the country yesterday as many

filling stations shut their gates against
motorists. )

In Abeokuta, the Ogun State capital,

many of the petrol stations apparently

hoarded Premium Motor Spirit (PMS)

while those who dispensed the product
only sold it for a few hours.

It was learnt that several commuters
and motorists were stranded asaresultof
the development even aslaw enforcement
operatives intensified efforts toaddress the
situation.

Responding to the biting effects of fuel
scarcity the Department of Petroleum Re-
soureces (DPR) sealed 30 filling station in
Ogun, Akwa Ibom and Borno states.

The department said it sealed two fill-
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DPR seals 30filling stations in Ogun, Akwa Ibom, Bomo

ingand under-di of petrol.

DPRa]soseableﬁ]]mgstamns
in Akwalbom Statefor selling petrol
above N145 per litre.

The departmentalsosealed 12fill-
ous offences

DPR officials and operatives of
the Nigeria Security and Civil De-
fence Corps (NSCDC) sealed World
Oil filling station at Ibara area of
Abeokuta and shut a fuel pump
inside MAAN IPC filling station at
Ita-Eko area.

It was]eamtﬂuat attendants at

nnda aaidthaammmr anvsind aastdan



