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A tussle for the control of an oil palm
plantation has claimed the life of a woman.
Yet, the crisis is not over as CLEMENT JAMES

reports from Calabar
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-+ In the meantime, the crisis
between some key players in gov-
ernment has to do with who takes
charge of the Boki Oil Palm Estate.

60 years old and with an approxi-
mate 428 hectares of land, is owned
by four communities in Boki and
they are; Osokom, Borum, Irruan
and Oku Bushuyi.

According to an elder statesman
and thechairman of the Accredited
Landlord Community of the Boki
Qil Palm Estate, 82-year-old Sir Pius
Pisong, the estate was founded by
Dr. Michael Okpara, then Premier
of the Eastern region as a farm
settlement in 1962.

Afterthe creation of states, Chief
Mathew Mbu waded into the ad-
ministration of the settlement and
became its life chairman.

“When Mbu discovered that he
was becoming weak and would not
be able to continue to shoulder the
day-to-day administration of the
setflement, hehanded overthe place
tousin2008 and became the adviser
Worthy of note is the fact that roy-
alties that accrued from the farm
settlement was used to establish
the Boki Boys High School which

The estate, said to be more than™

isnow a oornprehenswe school,

" the Octogenarian said in an inter-
- view with Journalists at his country
home in Okunde.

Bisong, a one-time councillor
during Clement Ebri’s era repre-
senting Ogep ward in Boki, ex-
plained that after the war and in
due course, the name was changed
toBoki Oil Palmestate to reflect the
location of the estate.

According tohim:“In 2012, when
government planned the privatiza-
tion of some government estates,
we indicated interest and wanted
the estate to be privatized. This did
nothappen as we expected that Boki
oil palm estate would be privatized
along with Ibiaye and Calero Oil
palm estates.”

Speaking on the current crisis,
Bisong pointedly accused the Secre-
tary to the State Government, Mrs.
Tina Agborand the Special Adviser
on Infrastructure, Mr: Macthomy
Agan of “generating and fuelling

Butboth officers denied thisalle-
gation, However; indigenes of Oku
Bushuyu who were interviewed.
during a factfinding mission by
some Journalists blamed the Secre-
tary tothe governmentfor the crisis.

They said until now, the estate
was allotted on the basis of Small
Holders’ Scheme, whereby those
who owned plots there were re-
quired to make some payment to
the government through the Ac-
credited Landlords.

So far; more than 400 plots have
been allocated and there are still
more plots yet to be allocated. Ac-
cording to the Secretary of the Ac-
credited Landlord Community of
the estate, Mr: Anthony Obi, who is
also the head of Personnel in Boki
Council headquarters, those who
paid for the plots are yet to exhaust
their tenure, which he said expires
in July, when the SSG decided to
set up a 12-man committee “with
herself as chairman” to take over
the estate.

“Using the Special Adviser to
the governor on Infrastructure, the
SSG printed 1, 000 forms and sold

them for N1000each to peaple wher
the tenure of those who had paid
money has not expired. This crisis
started when the SSG decided tc
use her position to send Policemer
to our village to brutalize and kill
people,” Obi explained.

When confronted to explain her
own side of the story; the SSG, Mrs
Tina Agbor rebuffed Journalists
and said she would not have the
time for that. Her words; “I am not
going to have that time now. When
the time comes, I will say some-

She added a threat: “If anybody
mentions my name, I will sue thai
person.”

However, the Special Adviser
on Infrastructure, Mr. Macthomy
Agan, explained that he was given
the permission to take over the es-
tate on September 1, 2016.

Accordingtohim, those whoallo
cated the plots in the estate inserted
ghost names and mismanaged the
estate.

Agan said therentof presentoc-
cupants expired since last year and
they were expected to renew their
tenancy “‘through my office,” vow-
ing to take over the place at all cost.

Asked if there was a letter to
that effect from the state, Agan
kept mute and also did not give a
categorical answer to the question
astowhether he isa member of the
12-man committee allegedly set up
by the SSG to manage the estate.

He was irked by the fact that
some people in previous govern-
ment had held tenaciously to the
estate “and would not want to let
goof it.”

Unfortunately, not only did the
crisis claim the life of Hannah. A
visit to the village showed signs of
crisis. Some houses were destroyed
while a lorry loaded with palm
fruits was attacked and vandalized.

Besides, our correspondent no-
ticed that some people were vacat-
ing the estate, apparently to avoid
danger:

The Police, on itspart,  been
arresting and bringing theik sus-
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