twiter handle of the APCUK.

Earlier, ations had
daimed that the president was
aiticallyill and recuperating in
aLondon hosgital whilesome
even went as far as saying the
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r_u_s;pected members of
the Boko Haram sect
have invaded a mili- _

tary base /camp of “ ra-

{fionLafiyaDole’ in Kamuya
village of Buratai waré

of Biu Local Government

“attackers

Avea of Borno State, where

< They allegedly sacked the
soldiers at their duty post,
'Before carting away arms

~ and ammunition.
— Unconfirmed reports

from some sources in the

L-R: Buhari, Danjuma, aguest and Amosun, during thevisit inLondon.. yesterday.  PHOTO: APCUK

@Gunmen kill one in Zamfara community

®Army confirm

s attack

@1.8m Nigerians at risk of starvation, says WEFP

sect, the information had to
be delayed before reaching
the press.

“There was a bloody
attack on a military camp
in Kamuya by suspected
terrorists on Thursday. The
- succeeded in
sacking the soldiers at their

“duty dpost, after which, they

invaded the camp and carted
away huge arms and ammu-
nition.

“It was also gathered that
some soldiers were feared
dead with the setting ablaze

village revealed that five of the entire camp,” the

soldiers were feared degd

while seven o
jured._Also, three civilians

: amuya is [ocated about
six kilometres to Buratai, the
ancestral home of the Chief
of Army Staff, Lt. General
Tukur Buratai.

The attack came as the
Police in Zamfara State
confirmed the death of one
person in Magazu Village
of Tsafe Local Government
Area of the state following a
fresh attack by bandits.

The incident, according
to sources, took place on
Wednesday, but due to lack
of telecommunication net-
work in the area, as it was
hitherto vandalised by the

sources said.

A vigilante member
from the area, Mallum Biu-
kar, said the terrorists came
about 2:30am on Thurday
when some vigilante mem-
bers from the town were
moved to Buni Yadi for an
early morning operation to
Boko Haram hideouts in the
area,

He said: “I think the ter-
rorists have a prior knowl-
edge on the movement and
proposed operation by the
troops and vigilante, hence
the planned attack on the
formation resulting into
dead of five soldiers, while
three civilians were miss-
ing.”

‘Another source, who
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/c]aimed that, “five soldiers
were killed while three civil-
ians were still missing”, also
added that the soldiers were
sleeping when Boko Haram
stormed the barracks, catch-
ing them unawares.

He noted that the soldiers
tried to fight back the next
day by chasing after the ter-
rorists.

Effort, however, to get
confirmation from the Po-
lice Public Relations Officer
(PRO), DSP Victor Isuku,
proved abortive as his cell
phone lines were not reach-
able at press time.

It was also gathered that
the army had earlier an-
nounced that it was going to
hold a press conference on
the issue even though as at
the time of filing this report
it was yet brief journalists on
the issue.

But later, the Acting Di-
rector of Defence Informa-
tion (DDI), Brig-Gen. Rabe
Abubakar, in its response,
said; “There was an attempt
by the remnants of Boko Ha-
ram terrorists to attack own
base at Kamuya station in
between Yobe State and was
repelled and were also pur-
sued to ensure their total an-
nihilation. Boko Haram ter-
rorists wlll be denied to hold

an inch of our territory; Boko
Haram is gone for good.
“However, we are re-
uesting our citizens, espe-
cially in the North East, to
be on the watch and report
any suspicious persons , es-
pec:ialtlﬁrl now that they lost
everything and are at loose
hiding and attking isolated
targets.”
another development,
Zamfara State Commission-
er of Police, Shaba Alkali,
who confirmed the incident
to the News Agency of Nigeria
(NAN}, in Gusau yesterday,
said en onmotorcycles
had invaded the village on
Thursday night shooting
sll_:rloradically in the air an
shooting one hunter, Idi Isa.

He said the victim was
rushed to Tsafe General
Hospital, where he died in
the early hours of yesterda{f.

According to him, the vil-
lage people were provoked
by the development, which
they blamed on the herds-
men of the area and, there-
fore, started attacking all
herdsmen on sight.

The commissioner said he
had deployed a combined
team of armed mobile and
regular policemen led by his
deputy to contain the situa-
tion and that normalcy had

Muritala Ayinla

agos State Government
has vowed to prose-
cute owner of Empire

d as Boko Haram sacks military base in Borno

been restored in the area,

Also speaking, the Com-
manding Officer of 223 Light
Tank Battalion of the Nige-
rian Army, Gusau, Adamu
Abdullahi, said the military
who were on patrol around
the area had also moved in
to restore order.

One of the inhabitants
of the village, Musa Rabo,
said the herdsmen invaded
the village in search of one

erson popularly known as

uma whom they accused
of killing their cow some-
time ago.

He said the area had be-
come very tense and this had
scared away travellers on the
Kaduna/Gusau Road.

Meanwhile, .the World
Food Programme (WEFP)
yesterday said around 1.8
million people were at risk of
starvation in the North-East,
following the Islamist insur-
gency that is underminin,
efforts by WEP to ferry inaid.

WEP executive direc-
tor, Ertharin Cousin, said
an estimated 4.4 million
people were in need of food
assistance in the northeast,
though the full scale of the
crisis was still unknown as
some areas remained un-
reachable.

“The challenge is that
there are areas in (Boko Ha-
ram heartland) Borno state in
particular that are still inac-
cessible, and we have noidea
of the food security situation
(there),” she told Reuters.




