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\ ’ Afiesere: Now a ghost of its_former self

By ADEKUNBI ERO . [N
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ince September 14, when scores

of irate mobile policemen

allegedly sacked Afiesere in

Ughelli North Local Governmeént

.area of Delta State, life has not been the

same again for the people of the town. And

it may never be for a very long time. The

usual boisterous community is now a

ghost of its former self — desolate and
lifeless. _

When TELL visited the embattled

community two weeks ago, there were a
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few young men, very aged persons, women | |

and children around. Some young men | |
_were seated in an abandoned shop which

served as their place of refuge since their
homes had been sacked. Since the
_incident, most of those who fled the town |

were yet to return. Schools were closed .
-and social life was at its lowest ebb.*

TELL learnt that trouble started for the -
community when Nnamdi Ngwokor, a °
superintendent of police and the Divisional :
Police Officer, DPO, in charge of “B”
Diivision, Agbara-Otor, Ughelli, as well as
Allison Elias, a police inspector, were
murdered in cold blood by some militant ,
youths believed to be from Afiesere
community. Shortly after that, there was
a rampage in the town. More than 70
houses, shops and several cars were razed
during the mayhem. Prominent among
properties purnt was the Afiesere Civic .
Centre, which also doubled as a hotel,
donated by the Shell Petroleum:
Development Company, SPDC, in;




December 2004 to the community. The |
community’s bus was also set ablaze while.

a new modern hotel belonging to the vice
chairman of Ughelli-North Local
Government council, which was to bé
' commissioned the following Sunday,
September 17, was torched. '

Since the incident, community
members and police have been trading
blames on who were responsible for the
carnage in the city. Udom Ekpoudom, the
state police commissioner, insisted his
men were not the culprits. “After the killing

~ ofthe DPO and Inspector, Afiesere divided | I

into two. Some were really against the
killing of these policemen and some were
for. Because they were divided, they
started burhing their houses... The houses
torched were al] shanties,” Ekpoudom
argued.

estus Keyamo, a lawyer to the
Ccommunity, however, told TELL
, ~ Inatelephone interview that the
Police were responsible for the
wanton destruction of Afiesere. “What the
commissioner is doing is what is called
complete daylight deceit and lies,” Keyamo
said. The counsel insisted that there was
no conflict between the villagers and, as
such, there would have been no-need to
kill themselves and destroy their own
properties. “Information reaching us 1?‘

d commander -in-chief of

The Natio

that he was aware; in fact, he sent hig
combat policemen to the community,” he
said.

Some members of the comrmunity who
spoke to the magazine corroborated
Keyamo’s allegation. Ikpoko Olochoja, an
elderly man whose son, Vincent, was
arrested by the police, claimed that the
policemen carme, shooting sporadically at

Ibori: Pleaded with the police not to retaliate

about 10 pm. “People dey run, although,
myself, I no run. I no sabi to run. If I die
make I die for my house. Idon old, I no  fit
run. But my pickin, the youth leader, he
run. But don catch am,. So, he dey for
Asaba, for police station,” Olochoja said.

. There are eye
spoken. You have

Joshua Umukoro, 32, student of
Nigerian Institute of Purchasing and
Supplies, Lagos who was home on
holidays, gave an insight into what led to
the community’s travails. According
Umukoro, the problem was caused by one
Oke, a former Bakassi leader who now
Serves as the youth leader of Ekiugbo. He
claimed that Oke was very troublesome
and that a lot of people feared him in the
state. Oke was said to have fallen out with
one of his lieutenants whose mother is
from Afiesere. When they fell out, Oke
reportedly promised to eliminate his erring
lieutenant resident in Ekiugbo. The said
lieutenant was said to have been wounded
and hospitalised following an encounter
with Oke. He later bolted from the hospital
when he learnt that Oke was - still on his
trail. When the matter seemed to be getting
out of hand, the mother of the lieutenant
went to Afiesere to report to the youths at
motor parks that Oke wanted to kill their
brother. “On the basis of that, the boys
mobilised, saying that they must put an
end to Oke’s act of terrorism. They even
told the police that they were going to look
for Oke because he was on the police’s
wanted list. So, if they are able to bring
Oke to the police, they will be happy,” a
source said. .

During the crisis, the youths seized
some vehicles. Including that of Oceanic
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Bank. Hence, they were reported to the
police as armed robbers. Before the police
came, the rampaging youths went to
Ekiugbo and when they did not find Oke,
théy returned, abandoning the seized
vehicles. As they were dispersing; the
police came. Sources said it was at that
point the DPO ran into them.- Ngwokor
allegedly brought out his gun and one of
the youths wanted to: grab. it, shouting
“This is what we are looking for.” The DPO
reportedly fired, killing three of the youths.
The youths got angry and killed Ngwokor
And the inspector. Consequently, the area

commander sent a ‘message to the

commissioner .- for - reinforcement.
Thereafter, mayhem was unleashed on the
community.

The magazine learnt that as soon as the
two police officers were killed, Governor
James Ibori, who was on vacation, was

immediately alerted and he got in-touch |

with the commissioner, pleading with him
not to retaliate. The commissioner alsg
confirmed this to the magazine. But tHaf
entreaty seemed to have fallen on deaf ears

Umukoro claimed that between 9 and -
10 pm when the police came on a revenge. {'

mission, nobody was in the community
because, after the earlier invasion that
same evening, everybody had run into:the

bush. “They had a field day looting and-
had-

burmng because the people:;
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abandoned thei}' homes,” Umukoro said.

Umukoro, - a teacher at
Government House College,

Ughelli, whose cosy bungalow

was razed and all his properties either
Jlooted or vandalised. Umukoro said the
burnt house was built from proceeds of
several years of hard work. “The day in
question, { was in school till about 11 am
- when a relation called to inform me that
there was problem in the village between
some irate youths at Upper Afiesere Road
and the Nigeria Police. As a result, two
police officers had been killed, including
three of the irate youths,” he said. The
school. teacher claimed
immediately went to carry his visiting aged
mother to safety. Thereafter, he picked a
few things from his house and fled the
' towri“Ilearnt that the police had entered
g mmunity. We saw them. The Hillux
s were about nine, loaded with men
Nigeria Police: They started burning
es in this area. My house happened

ne the following day, I found that all
| the houses on that line were razed”, he
said. He added: “It is true that it is the

police that did the havoc. There were no
irate youths here again because when the
police came, ali of them fled. The police

ne 6f those affected was Josiah |

that he.

¢ one of those burnt down and, when

took advantage of that to break in, looting
and burning down houses”. Umukoro said
a number of people were also killed during
the raid. “We discovered recently that
many corpses were floating in the swamps.
Those who, out of panic, ran into the deep
lake have perished,” he said.

Julius Akpovoka, vice chairman ofthe
Ugheli North Local Government, whom the.,
state commissioner of police accused of.
being the mastermind of the crisis, told
the magazine that he knew nothing about
the ugly incident. AkpoVvoka, who has
since relocated to Benin, Edo State,
claimed that he was being roped in
because he had been vocal against the
police for perpetrating the arson and
stealing. “I feel pained because my father s
house was burnt, my younger brothe’s
house was burnt and my new hotel I
intended to open, Sunday, September 17,
was also burnt down. Besides, I am also
from that community,” he said.

In spite of the assurances by Benjamin
Elue, deputy governor of Delta State, on
his visit, the community was still deserted
when TELL visited two weeks ago. The
burnt houses stood as a sad reminder of
the holocaust that befell the community.

On his visit to the community,
Broderick Bozimo, the minister for police
affairs, described the incident as sad and
regrettable. -




