f By KAYODE FASUA

or many residents of Lagos State,
the fear of ‘Area G’ formation in
the state’s police command is the
beginning of wisdom. Widely
referred to as ‘Area Gold’, the formation,
which assumed that cant three years ago,
is housed in an unappealing bungalow at
the heartland of Ogba. The area command
only dissembled the real opulence that is
the lifestyle of many a man and officer

attached to the weather-beaten command
office. It has become a goldmine for those
men of the corps who see the police service
as an avenue for robbing and pillaging.
But, on Wednesday, May 24, this year,
the cookie finally crumbled. What would
have been another round of successful

robbery operation for the robber-cops |

turned sour. The gang, headed by an
assistant superintendent of police, ASP,
had stumbled on a scoop, through an
informant, that someone residing in the
lju area of Lagos had over N50 million ‘raw

cash’ in the confines of his bedroom
Promptly, the gang cooked up a tall stor}
to obtain arms from the office. They
reported that they were going to arrest an
alleged Internet fraudster, otherwise callec

‘yahoo boy, who had defrauded a foreign

businessman. They got the go-aheac
alright, and went for the kill. But the
mission turned out to be a mistake.
Unknown to them, a sleuth had coms¢
to judgment. An undercover agent, 3
young, dashing officer dispatched t¢
smash the gang, was actually at work. The
officer intercepted their codec

conversation via his walkie-talkie. He
begged to be admitted into the ‘anti
robbery squad’, claiming to ‘understand



the game’. In no time, a friend within the
group had helped him decode the [ju
robbery plan. He then went behind and
organised a counter-offensive that
overpowered the police robbers. Already,
no fewer than six policemen are being kept
behind ‘bars over the serial robbery.

Owolabi Oveibo, an ASP, Johnson
Onyeukwu, an inspector, and Aminu
Shadibu, a sergeant, are reportedly helping
police investigators at the State Criminal
Investigation Department,
SCID, Pantt, to get to the root
of the sordid deed. -
The ‘Area G’ mafia, before
it was unmasked, had
wreaked havoc in the banking

Weapons and
uniform
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bbers

sector. Four months ago, it raided a Lagos
bank and looted foreign currencies, valued
at over N48 million, from its vault. Each
member of the gang reportedly wielded his
AKA47 rifle, a service weapon, to perpetrate
the act. A member of the gang, an
inspector; re¢ently confessed to the police
that his share from the bank loot was N9
million, which he kept in the bank account
of a confidant.

The malaise of robbery by law

enforcement agents is by no means limited
to Lagos, the ever-boisterous commercial
nerve centre of the nation. It looks like a
nationwide cankerworm. In Edo and Delta
states, the authorities are distressed over
confusion created in ascertaining who the
real robber is. In April, a first generation
bank was robbed in broad daylight at
Auchi, Edo State, reportedly by men in
army uniform. Millions of naira was carted
away in the operation which claimed three
lives, including that of a top official of

" Auchi Polytechnic. Also, in May, a gang of

bandits laid siege to the Benin-Asaba
Expressway, killing one passenger and
raping many women aboard the ill-fated
luxury bus with the inscription “The Young
Shall Grow”. One of the raped victims told
the magazine that the hoodlums were
dressed in police uniform. a claim
corroborated by other passengers. In Delta
State, on May 15, the state police
command said it foiled an attempt by some
hoodlums dressed in army uniform to rob
a bullion van conveying a sum of N78
million from Benin City, the Edo State
capital, to Warri in Delta State. Even,
Abuja, the federal capital territory, is not
insulated from the police-robber menace.
Early this year, a gang of daredevil armed
men stormed a bank at the central area
of Abuja in daylight and escaped with
millions of naira. And, eventually, when
the men were arrested, they were found
to have been led by one Matthew, a police
corporal. Police investigations revealed
that a day after the robbery operation,
Matthew had rushed to buy a Toyota
Carina 11 car out of his share of the loot.
Across the country, tales abound of
how law enforcement agents, basking in
gun-barrel power, have been creating
nightmares for Nigerians while engaging
in criminal acts. The ‘Area G’ scandal in
Lagos, sources said, caused sore
‘embarrassment to the highest echelons in
¢ Nigeria Police, more so as information
on the big exposé had been obtathed
¥ the Presidency. This, it was learnt,
sulted in massive transfer and
deployment of personnel recently
inessed in the command.
‘mmanuel Adebayo, the state’s
lice commissioner, reflecting upon
ncident, said it was a sad one. In
interview with the magazine,
bayo said he was able to burst the
dicate “through an internal
toring system, a kind of detective
roach, to fish out bad eggs”.
rding to him, the changing face
rime has necessitated the police -
thorities fine-tuning their tactics.
Investigations by the magazine
‘eveal that both the police and army
_ personnel are culpable in this gale of
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Police robbers arrested in Kaduna

professional perversion. Specifically, some
officers and men of the two services had
at one time or the other been fingered in
bank robbery, cooked-up operation which
+ turned out to be robbery and highway
robbery usually garbed in the mounting
of checkpoints. To add to that, uniformed
men could sometimes be used as hired
killers by those seeking their own pound
of flesh. For instance, early last month in
Enugu State, reports said three gunmen
in military uniform trailed Oscar
Egwuonwu, chairman of Udi Local
Government and a renowned critic of the
state government. When the soldiers/
assassins missed their target, they went
on to attack his aide, shooting him in the
leg. After thorough investigations, police
v authorities in the state
discovered that the
bloodhounds were some
soldiers from the 82 Army
Division in Enugu. They
were later reportedly court-
martialled and dismissed
from the army.

Also, some Nigerians
have fallen victim to brazen
robbery acts by uniformed
men hiding under the cloak
of erecting checkpoints. A
respected professor from
Ondo State (names
withheld), last month, had,
a full dose of how
policemen stationed at
public highways to combat
criminals transmuted to
criminals. He recalled how
‘some goons, clad in police
uniform, flagged him down,

having barely driven past Ojuolape: Gives indicting testimony about the police
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the Akoko-Edo area of Edo State on his

policemen, he said, shoved him aside from
e driver’s seat. One of them taking over
‘the wheel, they drove him away but later
halted after some minutes’ drive, “They
then ransacked me, took thousands of
naira from my pocket, asked me to alight
and then drove away,” he said. Thus, he

getting back to Ondo State through the
help of a Good Samaritan, he contacted a
member of his family who got across to
the state police commissioner. And within
hours, his snatched car was found!
Similar situation befell Waidi Adewale,
chairman of Mechanics Association in
Babs Animashaun area of Surulere, Lagos.
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way to Abuja. Impatient with niceties, the -

had been robbed of his car. But after

Some gun-wielding mobile police
stationed at Oshodi had arrested hir
an alleged traffic offence. They entere
vehicle and forced him to underta
journey that took them to as far as
Mowe precinet of Lagos-Iba
Expressway. There the tension-so:
Jjourney ended. They robbed him of
N85,000 and bade him farewell.

oshood Tijani, vice chair:
of Itesiwaju L
Government area of
State, is still miffed. A mq
ago, he went to Iyaganku po
headquarters in Ibadan, Oyo State, in
company of six members of the I
council vigilante group. The bon
contention was that some armed robb
numbering five, had been arrested by
vigilante squad. To his chagrin, Ti
discovered that the police in the area
communicated Ibadan, the state cap
that the hoodlums were innocent. In
the six vigilante men were detained
‘illegal arrest’. “I could not bear what I s
I told the police that, rather than det
my kinsmen, they should detain me
And so, I was detained,” Tijani told
magazine. According to him, he and
kinsmen from Shaki, Otu and Ipapo w
kept behind bars for no just cause. T
situation, in the local council fue]
beliefs that police anti-robbery squ
detdiled to the area were collaborating v
armed bandits.

In yet another cdse that smacks
collaboration with men of the underwo
Jimoh Ojuolape, a nonagenarian and cl
guard of Ipapo Community Bank
Itesiwaju Local Government of Oyo St:
recalled how the bank was attacked.

said the hoodlums arri
at about 2 am, just al
an armed policeman }
.bumped into the bank
premises two hot
| earlier. “To my surpri
riot policemen keepi
guard nearby fl
immediately after t
attack,” he said. Lucks
the hoodlums were unal
to achieve their aim. All t
same, they succeeded
killing Yekini Gbolarin,
member of . t
community’s vigilan
group.

But, barely a month
' the bank robbery, worke
salary, totalling N4
million, had be
snatched by arm
bandits at the Otu Lo
Government ari
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| the magazine that his ]
his needs up to the 10th day of the
“roger (bribe)" he sai :
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