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I’m insane, says man accused of murder
By CHRISTOPHER OJI & MATTHEW DIKE
Thursday, September 16, 2010

A 20-year-old man in Lagos,
Marcelos Madukwe, who allegedly
tortured a woman to death, has
blamed it on insanity. “I am a
psychiatric patient,” he told
detectives.

The suspect allegedly beat 40 years
old woman to death and told his
investigators he didn’t know when
he committed the alleged offence. “I
was only told at the hospital that I
killed somebody,” he said.
The suspect, however, spoke from
both sides of the mouth, when he
told journalists that he forgot the
hospital, where he was being treated
as a psychiatric patient.

The victim was said to be living with the suspect’s mother in the same
room before her tragic death. The duo had misunderstanding, which
resulted in a fight, which claimed her life.

The victim was beaten to a pulp and was rushed to the Lagos University
Teaching Hospital (LUTH), Idi-Araba, where doctors confirmed her
dead. Detained at the State Criminal Investigation Department (SCID),
Panti, Yaba, Lagos, Madukwe insisted he was out of his senses when he
committed the dastardly act.

He said: “I think I was depressed at the time I killed her. I was moody
when I knocked on the door but couldn’t recall what transpired after. My
family loved that woman too much. She was ejected by her landlord and
my mother accommodated her.”

Pensive Madukwe, however, pleaded for forgiveness. On the cause of his
depression, he claimed it was because of his father who travelled to
London nine years ago, abandoning them in Nigeria. Commenting on his
alleged insanity, Lagos police spokesman, Mr. Frank Mba, said everyone
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is perceived to be of sound mind, even after committing crime, until the
contrary is proved.
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