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Yahoo Plus of rituals

..Life of Nigerian Intemet fraudsters turmed rituciists
B yahoo Plusboys open up, revea secrets, risks taken to make money

By Oluwadamilare Omotosho

RECENTLY, a gory video emerged.in
the social media showing a crowd of an-
ary residents parading a young man and_

Tady stripped naked and forced to carry_ =

the :s of bvo Cy Were
all e kille oney rituals.

The voice of the man who made the

video claimed that the incident happened

at Ihiala Local Government Area of An-

ambra Siate, adding hal e man and the

fady were caught as they were taking the
slmin men to the shrine of’a natve doctor.

He also lefi a note that reads: “Yahoo
man and woman killed two persons at

thiala in Anambra State.. please, we
should not relent in advising our children
from engaging in Yahoo and making
friends with Yahoo boys and girls.”

Indeed. this has become the lot of
most Nigenan youths today

In the quest for material acquisitions
and 10 live extravagant lives, many mis-
guided youths are now adopting dublous
and diabolical means to make money.
For them. the mantra is to make it big by
whatever means, mostly through rituals.

This 15 why Yahoo, a catchword for
inordimate ways of making money. has
now become common in the country,
where young boys and girls who are
supposed 1o be in school are now scen
riding expensive and exotic flashy cars,
wearing expensive clothes and many
others getting into hard drugs,

So many have upgraded into using
other things, saying that the normal
“¥ahoo' 1s no longer paying them well,
making them 1o now upgrade to “Yahoo
Plus™ - both of which denigrate the brand
name of a popular and global Internet
messaging App. Definitely, the crooked
youths have adopted this respected Inter-
net messaging brand name to depict their
inordinate behaviour.

These devil-driven young men and
women can be casily identified by the
physical marks they madc on their wrists
and some other parts of their body. Many
wear rings, calling it fashion, while oth-
ers go as far as painting their nails with
some special paints given to them by the
herbalists who prepare the so-called por-
tions, charms and other items they need
to make money through diabolic means.

In a chat with Sunday Sun, a Yahoo
boy, simply identified as John revealed

why he got into the condemnable act.
Hear him: “I went into Yahoo because
my friends are into it and with the way
they lived their life, it made me think a

lot and decided to try it out. AL first it was
hard to make money from it. This led

me to go further. the next level, which is
Yahoo Plus.”

How did that exactly happen, John
was prodded and he said: “A friend of
mine took me 10 an Alfa to do some
prayers and to check if I will be able to
2o into Yahoo Plus. Then the Alfa told
me to do some things and then come
back afier three days. He gave me a hand
bead to wear and promised me that | will
cash out after some weeks. | did as the
Alfa told me.™

So what happened thereafler, he was
asked? With a twinkle in his eyes. he
said: “Yes, | made some money and it
was a huge amount of money. So. I went
back 10 the Alfa o thank him by giving
him some money and also 1o renew nyy
bead for more money. Like that. I kept
making more money from my clicnt.

| also used the money 1o take carc of
my family. send my siblings 1o school
and support my parents. 1 even went back
1o school mysclf.”

John conceded that since walter began
1o run from his Yahoo tap. he has had no
regrets at all, insisting: “I7 1 had not done
what [ did. T would still be struggling by
now, and probably be on the strects |
thank God.”

As he thanked God for a “successful™
Yahoo endeavour. many believe that it is
the seeming “success” of Yahoo, openly
displayed by those who engaged inil, is
the powerful force attracting thousands
of young people into it.

Take the case of another young man,
Gabricl, who has been into Yahoo Plus
for some time.

He told Sunday Sun, how he got into
it: "When | got admission into the uni-
versity, as a [resher | stayed of campus.
The house I lived in had many other
students as occupants who were the ‘Big
Boys', who spent money like water. As
time went on | began to feel intimidated
by these students who had flashy cars,
waore expensive clothes, and brought girls
to their rooms almost everyday. I always
wondered why and what they were doing
to ecamn the moncy they lavished on the
girls. After about one month, I began
to move with them, go to parties with
them, and eventually started Yahoo as
well. They taught me how it’s done, and [

started making money.

“But it is not cverything that lasts
forever. The Yahoo methods 1 was using
were not bringing in money like that
again. One day, [ needed money, so [

begged one of my Yahoo friends to help
me out. That was also when he asked if
I was ready to make more moncy. Natu-
rally, I said yes. He told me the story of
how he became a wealthy guy.

“On a Sunday moming he took me
10 the house of one Baba, who told me
some things about my future. He told me
about the girl [ liked in school. instruct-
ing me to stay away from her il | wanted
to make any money. [ promised 1o stay
away from her and agreed to go further
with the arrangement, whereby he gave
me a soap to bathe with. 1 started seeing
changes afier using the soap to bathe.
then 1 started making money. | bought
my first car during my second semester,
and rented a personal apartment for
myself.

=] was living the life [ wished for. |
stopped going to class, T would go when
[ felt like, and then pay lecturers Lo soft
my exams and test scores, That's how
my educational life was from 100 level
1 went 1o ¢lubs. to party with my [mends.
had difierent girls as T wanted and spent
money lavishly.

“Ata point though, Baba's chanm
stopped working, and he wanted me
1o do more extreme thimgs for money.
That's when | realized Teouldn’t contin-
ue. | remembered what my parents sent
me Lo school for, and | had o stop.”

In another chat with a group off
friends who are all engaged in Yaheo,
ihey revealed what made them o o nte

‘ahoo Plus and the beneiits they have
been getting from it

Sharing his story, one o’ them said: 1
started Yahoo when [ was in secondary
school. My friends and [ were class-
mates from school back then and we
were thinking ol what to do afler school
because the country was not favounng
anyone again, things were hard then. We
began with the common Yahoo, which
we now know as_online scam, whereby
we use fake numbers to call people to
colleet personal information from them
to help us make money. With the lile
we could get, we would buy an iPhone
just to show off and be scen as big boys
then.

“Adler our secondary school, making
money from the normal Yahoo became
hard, people already knew what we
were doing and they were not paying us
again. Some of us, including me, went to
look for work. [ started working to eam
money, but it was not enough. 1 knew
of this Yahoo Plus, but I had no interest
then, but it was looking like it was the

only way out 10 enjc

“I eventually wen
with my fnend. We k Yy
who was into Yahoo Pius. He lived in th
same area as my friend znd . We usually
talked to him wheneser we saw him. so
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we asked him how he was making m
money than us, he sad that he was not
sure i we would be able 1o go through

the path. However, we nsistad that he

tells us.

“He told us that he met with 1 pastor,
who praved for m for some dayvs. and
instructed that any money he made from
yahoo, he should use 1t to help the poor,
and by that hie would make more money.,
1t was not a big deal the way he said i
=0 we agreed 1o do as he saad. Then he
took us to the pastor, and he did the same
thing for us.

“However, atter some months we
were not making money hke before,
so we dectded o go back 1o the pastor,
When we got there, the pastor asked us if
we had girliriends, to which we replied.
ves. He said our problem was solved, if
we could use our girlfriends. He instruct-
d us 1o have sex with our girlfriends and
bring back the condom we used i havi
sex with thy e di e

b em. We did as the past i
and we were makin o ms
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