From Paul Osuyi,
Asaba

DELTA State Police Com-

that he told these untrue
stories based on what he
was told without clarifica-
tion which eventually misled

man enied the alleged
murder of 14 persons and the

members of the public and
further instilled fear in the

“Kidnapping of 15 others by

hearts of the good people of

~Zunmen 1n

Owa-Ekei, Ika Delta State.
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“ment Area of the state.

—Tn a viral video, the com-
mander of Owa-Ekei vigi-
lante, Mr. Benjamin Samuel,

| claimed that a ring of kid-

ing the kidnapping and mur-
der of one of his members 1s
true, blowing it out of pro-
portion by -exaggerating the
number 1S unacceptable.”

ers was tormenting the

~ According to Edafe. the

—area. killing and kidnapping
local dwellers.

But the police command
has urged the public to disre-
gard the claims as contained
in the video, insisting that it
was mere falsehood targeted
to instill fear in the people.

In a statement by the Po-
lice Public Relations Officer
of the command, SP Bright
Edafe, preliminary investi-
gation of the claims revealed
that the incidents of murder
and kidnapping as narrated
by Mr. Samuel were false.

Edafe said the vigilante
commander was interrogat-
ed, and “it was established
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State Commissioner- of Po-
lice, Abaniwonda Olufemu,
“appealed to members of the
public, particularly indigenes
of Ika to remain calm, assur-
ing that under his watch, the
command would do every-
thing possible to sateguard
the lives and properties of all
Deltans.

“He further added that he
had tasked officers and men
of the command to boost the
security architecture of the

state.
“Conclusively, the CP



