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Gunmen kill Anglican catechist, abduct 2 others in Enugu
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o Uwani, issues quit order to kldnoppers cri

cause it is your means of livelihood,
but we are guaranteeing your safety.

_tives tg Adaniin Uzo-Uwani LGA N:shalldampdownmm

Enugu is already too hot
fortlmnhnweshaﬂnuhnevm
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Meanwhile, the Town Union
President General, Enmanuel
Utazi, who spoke on behalf of the

in companty of Matthew
Idu and Vincent Diugwu expressed
delight over the visit of the Com-
thnAdammunedsuypeaaful

Peoples
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sprawling farmlands.
sioner of Police is here in person to

* console us. We shall do exactly as

you have said and shall continue
our farming activities because we
are counting on your assured safety
and our governor’s assurances;” said
PG Utazi.

AwajHnombek

Logos-Colobc:r coasstal highway: You're spreadin
falsehood, Presidency replies A1¥ku il o

From Juliana Taiwo-
Obalonye, Abuja

THE Presidency has has tackled
former vice president, Atiku

*CP storms
- From Jude Chinedu, stated this when he led a
Enugu Solice
operd
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Tiddclis Anene, aged 33, and Og-
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activities in the area. - the people of Adani that a crack

Also two persons, John Ede squad had been sent after the
and his daughter were abducted perpetrators to ring them under
at Umueje, [kem-Etiti on Monday |  the full weight of the law, while also
in their farm. local area.

On Sunday night, bandits He commended Govemor Peter
abducted Benedicta Abonyi at Mbah for his determination to rid
her home in Ikem-Una, behind the state of all criminal elements,
to intense gun battle between a and investment in security was
combined team of security opera- responsible for the state’s status as
tives and the kidnappers, she was one of the safest federating units in
able to escape. the country.

It was learnt that the shain The CP asked the natives to go
while he was in the farm with his ing of the resolve and cooperation
son on Monday moming, Whilehis  of the security agencies to secure
son escaped with a gunshotwound  them both at home and in their
on his leg, the Catchiest died on farmlands. :
the spot. He, however, appealed to the

The son of the catchist is receiv-  people to be vigilant and assist
ing treatment in a private hospital security agents with relevant
together with Benedicta Abonyi information of any suspicious
who had earlier escaped on Sunday  persons or criminal activities in

Mearwhile, the Commissioner “The Enugu State under the
of Police, Kanayo Uzuegbu, has watchful eyes of the administration
issued an immediate quitorderto - of Peter Mbah and the Nigeria
and other criminal elements in tors of this evil act to go scot free.
town or face the wrath of the law this ugly report and we shall ensure
enforcement agencies. “ justice for the Ogbonna brothers.

CP Uzuegbu stated that there That is the governor's demand and
would be no relentingintheeffort  that s the Inspector General of
mmllyﬂd)d!:mouofdr Police’s order.

“You can't stop going to farm be-

NOUNtoconferdoctorotedegreeon
Innoson, others, at 13th convocation

* From Fred Ezeh , Abuja

THE National Open University
of Nigeria (NOUN), disclased on
Monday, that it will confer Doctor-
acDegreed&mAdumb-

was recently appointed the new
Chancellor of the university.

Prof. Peters confirmed that the
awardees were chosen basedon
their track records, contributions
to education, creativity, innovation
and commitment to local contents.
“The two awardees reflect the core
values of NOUN which is centered
on entrepreneurial ingenuity and
content creativity, and we are
very glad that they accepted to be
honoured by the university”

Atotal of 22,175 students would
graduate from across the 120 study
centres across the country, with the
faculty of social sience producing
the highest.

Abubakar, over his comment that
the 700km coastal
Highway project had exposed the
President Bola Tinubu administra-
tion's penchant for dubious and
shady deals.
" Special Adviser to the President
on Information and Strategy, Bayo
Onanuga, in a statement, noted
that Atiku, in his desperation to
always want to hug the headlines as
aself-appointed opposition leader,
has allowed himself to be led into
a blind allyagan by bs poory
informed aides.
noted that inaa press
statement signed on his behalf
by his media assistant, Paul Ibe,
the Peoples Democratic Party's
allusions, in his futile attempt, to
denigrate and find faults in the
audacious and transformational
Lagos-Calbar Coastal highway
project, recently inaugurated as

one of the signature projects of the
tion.
"IbAnhudngnnandlm

disappointment, the Lagos Calahar
Coasal highway has been rightly
praised for the huge economic
unpamtwn.l]cmemdhowtwm
bea W
the quality of life of Nigerians,
especially the economy of the nine
coastal states it will pass through.
Importantly, the road will boost
agricultural and tourism economy
onagrand scale”

of seeking to be akilljoy, hence
his engagement in what it called

“red-herring” by raisingll thought-

anaﬂrganunquﬂyuposzd

his inadequacies and those of his
team in getting the basic facts on
anissue he badly seeks to nail the

government.

“We have decided, however,
to respond to Atiku's misrepre-
sentation of facts in matters of
the coastal road if only to set the
record straight so that i
Nigerians are not misled and mis-

informed. We owe it a sacred duty
to ensure Atiku and his handlers do
not continue to spread disinforma-
tion as they wallow in their politics
dlm::y

“Contrary to the daims in
Atiku's endorsed press statement,
at no time did the administrations
of former Presidents Muhammadu
Buhari and Goodhuck Jonathan
award contracts for the construc-
tion of the Lagos-Calabar Coastal
highway to any company at ary
varied and revised amount. So the
question of costs comparison does
not arise.

“The contract that was awarded -

was that of Lagos-Calabar Coastal
rail. The rail was designed as part
of the standard guage national
rail network. The contract was
awarded on August 4, 2021 by
the Feders] Precutiéé Cougeil
presided over by former Vice
President, Professor Yemi
Osinbajo, SAN at the cost of
$11.17billion. The contract was
to be completed in six years. The
project didn? take off.

“The Lagos-Calabar Coastal

rail project has always beenon
the card. It was another testa-

ment of the failure of the previous
PDP-led government thatitcould
mtgemo&:h:gxumdmm

todo.

“We know there is nothing 0
sacred for Atiku Abubakar in the
pursuit of his undying ambition
to be President of Nigeria even in
his advanced age.

“We, however, don't expect
former Vice President of Nigeria
to continue to fan ill-will and
engage in divisive politics in his
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