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*One of the buildings razed
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Desolate, bleeding

m 5 dllegedly killed, 170 buildings razed in

Jrmuoey m October, 221 when
there was clash with the s
= a result of Wil collected from
crude cnl bunkers

“In fact, of you vient Lzoenbe
you will conclude that e oo
Seate Government really docwn't
thnk good of Lzombe. @ wpae of
the viable ecnnomic watus of e
communsty before aow ”

He regrenicd that the cormes-

like e “moent Cartage Em-
prre.” whale cxplonation of crade
O WIS W [FOgreW.

He appealed o the media o
deow the sticstuon of My Pros-
dent, ricvant micmatonal and
natonal orgamssatons ke e
Amncsty Imermational and Rude
of Law and Accountabniny Advo-
cacy Centre (RULAAC), w0 help
them ot of e © >
m zombe “We
because our peopie are suffern
anddving

“Our peopie are pomng trough
ccracatmg  homenstrae -
sis and thes = very g
bic. Many people can no longer
fead Mamy a0 longer have ther

I ' i

mo security operations o e s e
7 played as they look for sheliers
From George Onyejiuwa,  decimating suspected members of  Sceurity personnel were drafled  Ajacre, lzuka lzuaghanwa and  and foods m other communites ™
Oweri the Indigenous People of Biafra by the state government to check-  Chike lziaghanwa. Another  commmmity source
(IPOB) and its affiliate, Eastern Se- mate_activities of bandits in the  He added that some others were  alleged  that most proemnen:
ME communities in Izombe, _ curity Network,” in the oil produc- area. The situation adversely affect-  equally killed in other villages bke- poople from Awa and Agwa
Imo  ing community. ed socio-economic and other activi-  Ndiawa, Ndioko, Orsu, Ugbele commumibes inchoding politcal
Siate now desolate, Hun- Natives alleged that at least five ~ties as markets, schools and church-  and Agwa, a neighbounng com-  office holders have fied the area:
dreds oFTest v — persons werc Killed in (he 1as{ Two_ e remained closed in Izombe for  munity to Tzombe, but could et . T was hucky to be alive bocause |
1o safety. They accused weeks witmore than 170 buildings _almost eight months, ~_name them® “The combined team_ Was kidnapped by some of these
the police ofmmﬁ—mﬁ K-~ setablaze by the joint team of Mili- ~ An 1nd0|ﬁenc of w:purudcm of Police, Ebubeagu and the mili-  criminals on my way to my com-

‘085 of inmocent people and de- g,mpohcg Department _of State _Jzombe 1 | Daify_Sun_that five  tary cqually destroyed more than  munity in Lzombe.
struction of the houses in their _ Security Services (DSS) and the  indigenes of his village were killed 170 buildings in various villages ~ “Those criminals Sed me wp
m govemment-sponsored  Ebubcagu by the secunity operatives between  including over 45 houses in Amak-  and took me 10 the forest When
Spokesman of the state Po-— security_outfit. They said_lzombe Junc 7 and Junc 19, 2023. The purudere Village alone™ their boss came 10 the forest and
fhce Henry Okoye, & ther _adjoumning communi- _source who, wished not to naificd The source oqually alleged saW me, he ondered them to unbe
i .@"l"‘mmcld'a"c gation. He in. ties of Agwa, Ejemkwuru, Awa, listed those allegedly killed to.in- - that the security forces looted  me that [ was not the person they

sisted the on going operations j

Akabuo, c and Ogbaku, allin__clude Bcr{)amin Nwadirigho, Nwa-  people’s properies: “The situa-  were looking for. They warned
bo (aka Danvata), Obicze  tion caused more than 90 per cent  that I should be carcful That was

COMMISSIONER of Police,
Abia State, Mr Kenechukwu On-
wuemelie, has vowed to make the
state uninhabitable for criminals:
“It will be too hot for them.” |
Meanwhile, 16 suspected armed
robbers, kidnappers and cullists
were amested. He said: “My vi-
sion for the state is to checkmate
the criminals and run them un-
. The command has
mapped out strategies to deal with
the hoodlums

“According to the Acting In-
spector General of Police, Mr
Kayode Egbetokun, we should
uphold justice fairness, protect hu-
man dignity and restore standard
and values of the police force. Our

i 1 at flushing out and [] , were "bleeding™ Bu Onuig

...Abia CP reads the riot act
to criminals, hoodlums

personnel will imbibe communit
licing and apply professional-
1sm in discharging their duties.
“The Policc Rapid Response
Squad (RRS) operatives arrested
10 suspected armed robbers in
Aba, Valuable ilems were recov-
cred from the scene of erime. The
operatives ruided hideouts ol the
hoodlums in Umuahia and Ohai-

a.

) “Some suspected members of
Eiye Confraternity who were into
armed robbery were also arrested.
The suspects confessed to the
crime. We had unk] (;:ncounler ;v:‘?
some suspected kidnappers along

the Aba/ Port Harcourt Road. Their
nuab'r:ft to kidnap passengers was
foiled.”

of the residents to flee the com-

munity. “Many le abandonod
their Mms?nt%‘tﬁm visited the willage.™ He
12 ,
lo

Bl
7, and I'[‘m.") Jm.“ Ed::
the security operatives klled
jamin and four others because of

he level of fear they have insulled
n the people with attendant do-
struction of buildings.

“As we speak, 1 no longer visit
home just like many others in spite
of the information that our fanuly
house was among those destroyed.™
He claimed that the houses bumt
down in - Amakpurdere  alone
belonged o Emmanuel  Chuk-
wudoruo,  Romanus — Obiagwu,
Philip Okoronkwe, 1feanyt Um-
ezurutke, Canice Ogbonna, Her-
bert Nwoke, Late Lucky Nwoke,
Lambert Ekgjiuba, Simeon Eke-
jiuba, Sabastine Okercke, Emeka
Awaeze and Dom-lwuanyanwu,

Others were affected are Ben-
jmnin: Ohanyirim, -Jerome Ohany-
irim, Late Marcelinus Ogbonna,
Lawrence Ogbonna, Calistus On-
oniwu, Chief Alex Madubuko,

how God saved me.
“Since that incadent, | have mot

that the secunity operatives
than protect the mnocent peo
were culpable i debumanismg
them

Dan Ochia from Amaudara
village sand Lrombe communites
repeatedly called on the govern-
ment o disparch socret agents to
the arca: v wall be surpnised
that those being killed have noth-
ng to do with the matter™

Chief Paul The who fled the
community after his house was
bumt said the state govem-
ment was unconcemned at the
carly stage of the problem in
spite of several appeals by their
people: “The security situation
doteriorated last August.. This
followed the invasion of the
community by operatives of the




