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eshatedo Lagos bus sto of accidents, d

* Road users groan, plead with relevant authorties to repair pedestrian bridge damaged over one year ago

By GILBERT EKEZIE

“THOSE black patches you
are seeng at the oot of the
bdge are the blood of an
cugfh-_!LEnn who was just
crushod by a conmercial
bisa few hours apg while he
was crossing Uhe grpressway.
s King u[gory_silan 15Q
daily occurrence since the
collapsc o Jean=—
badge”
That was how the cusrent
p_mhcli(]: prevailing situa-
uon at ljesha bus stop along

Oshodi- ﬁp_a Expresswily
as narrated by lya Fatai, a

fruit scller at the bus stop,
when this reporter visited
the area.

Her lamentation was the
same with sellers of differemt
articles and pedestninns at the

bus stop
Kecently, there has been an

upsurpe 1n the proportion

andd abrsaslite rirnbier of tral
fie. fatalimen at thie s stop
an a result of the damaged
peddestrian heidye At the Last
coamdt, the bus it has wat
nessed an average of three
accudents daly, whch ment
of them were fatal

It comld b recalled that i
the carly hours of #eines
tl.'g izl tG, last yoar,
a thick was coming from
Apapa axis at wp speed,
probably with a faulty bucke:
and on getting 1o the bndge
wath its bucket rised, it hit
the bradge and got stuck. In
an altempt to pull the truck
off the bndge, a section of

e bridge broke-aaay, hus

rendening the brdge

The b
wan damago
;1;;{-, marsng b
, wan werving all

year ag
ety nely
populatond SRy .llf.‘\ TAC
axis and [peha Sundea aman
of Lagmr

o, cther g
like TPEM, Bruke
Amemhly, Mountamn of F
Mirzstnes, Decper Life B
Church, I
large worshsppen. barve ¢
branches withm the areas
It also has as it tenant 2
branch of Fidelty Bank, the
expansive Aknlade shoppeag
complex and the headguanen
and revival ground of The
Lord’s Chosen Chansmane
Revival Mmnmstnes, whech
onc of the me=t mega mmn
1stnes tn Nigena with s
of thousands of wordhsppen
crossing the road for chaerch
activities oo dasly b
Grven the mporance of
the bridge to the people. 1t
was expected that the damage
would have been repased o
reconstructed before now
Thas the peopie are groan-
ing over the mahiiny of the
authortoes 1o fix 1 bl dee
Obvicushy. accadents don't
Just happen, they are casad
it therefore. goes to say Gt
every acaident in relaton
TENSpOrt 15 NOt 2 Mere ocax-
rence, but has been msungad
as a result of one factor or a-
other. Often. members of one
famuly are wiped out Th
1S MOFe reason 1l s expociad
that shortly afier the madent.
the authonbes concerned
should have swung
acnon o Ax the bn
10 the purpose it 18 senvmg

Als

_those tn the area saad

1t was leamt that s davs
after the incrdeny, the Dimee-
tor, Federal Highways, Souzh
West Regon, Mr Adadamola
Kut made an annoanoement
that the bridge has boen s
down for safety reasons

In that baening. Kun
exprossed surpnise over the
accidenl, swing that the
30-year-ohd brdee was high-
et than the normal heigh
for badges of it tvpes and
that was more reason it coukd
cnable all trucks vis-daw
oontunensad vehicles ad
firel mnkers, among others
10 pass.

The dirsctor akso starad
that the tuek dover who was
responsble for the socudont
has boen apprehendad, and
woukd soon be prosecutad for
deliberite damage to public
mmsruchure,

Kun regrerted that it was
ot B atter the Federal
Govermment had spent huge
resourees o constiet and
repair roads and other
ntstucture, such faciines
would get damaged or abusad
by the users. He, however,
pronused that the Ministry
would invite their contractor
10 assess the level of damage
in onder 1o advise on what
to do,




