Policeman, okt i ke, others et i Logos bloody closh

By Christopher Oji

A policeman and a commer-

torcycles.
“At a stage, it became a free
for all as the riders struggled

_Uﬁ_mﬁtort\‘dt—m’fer‘m'_"m free some of their bikes that

tariv known as okada “rider,

were already in the custody of

were killed while _mgn;_qj.h.ers——ﬂle-pnhcemcn

— sustained injuries in a bloody

“The okada riders were

clastrbetween policemen and

ters. along the Osho-

fully armed with machetes,
daggers, charms and other

di-Apapa Expressway, Lagos,
vesterday. _
~The incident also crippled
human and vehicular move-
ment between the Rainbow
area and Cele bus stop.

Daily Sun gathered that the
deceased officer was among
other policemen deployed to
enforce the restriction order
preventing okada riders from
returning to major roads in
Lagos State.

The state government had -

restricted the operations of

okada riders in 10 local gov-

ernment areas. This was in
line with the state govern-
ment transport sector reform
laws of 2018. It was further
gathered that the officers
were out to enforce the state
government’s ban on the oper-
ations of okada along the Os-
hodi-Apapa corridor when an
argument broke out between
the police and okada riders.

A witness, John Mad-
uemnene, said the deceased of-
ficer was hacked down by the
nkada riders, who were armed
with dangerous weapons to
resist the seizure of their mo-

tr;rc:.'des and arrest of their -

members. Maduemene said
the situation got out of hand
as a result of the killing of
the officer. He said the offi-
cer had earlier left with some
impounded motorcycles but
met stiff resistance when he
and his team returned to the
scene to impound more mo-

cudgels. One of the riders was
said to have hit the policeman
with an iron rod and others
joined in hitting and stabbing
him. What I noticed was that
street urchins also joined the
riders in attacking the police-
men. The riders and the street
urchins were able to seize
three guns belonging to the
police.”

Passengers who  were
stranded in the axis expressed

fears that if the crisis contin-
ued, innocent people may be
hit by stray bullets as the oka-
da riders had become more
daring by resisting the police
without fear.

An okadarider, John Udom,
said: “The government thinks
they can fool us. They allowed
us to ply the roads before
the elections. Now that the
elections are over, they have -
started arresting us. We must
resist the police. They will kill
us and get tired. We are down
and we have nothing to fear.
okada riding is not a job, but
the last hope of a hopeless
man. He that is down needs
fear no fall, we are ready to
die.”
(Continued on wvvw.summevvsonline.com)

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF REVOCATION

Take Notice that Enugu State
Government after inspection and
verification exercise intend to revoke
ownership/Allocation of shop Nos. P.S.
42, R.F. 20, R.F. 22, BTN. 3, TUA. 5,
BDB. 9, and WS. 11 at New Haven
Shopping Complex, Enugu, Nigeria,
after fourteen (14) working days for non
compliance and breach of convenant
and in accordance with the provision of
Article 7T, 4E and N of the bye law of the
Ministry of Commerce and Industry
regulating New Haven Shopping
Complex. Other members of the public
who may have genuine interest in the
above mentioned shops should take
note.




