39 killed in Kebbi, Bauchi auto crashes

le were involved

E Federal Road Safe less driving in Kebbi.Ck. boz};;i oA
nfirmy Bauchi struck in ine
m&h& InialGovenunentArea in the fatal road crash and they

< auto crashes that mﬁfih‘f%séogmﬂe diedin an auto

Kebbi State and Bauchi State - R
mth;gg Eﬁreean % : e state Sector Com-

om- mander, FRSC, Yusuf Abdul-

o5 The FRSC Sector ) Y

S s n Kebb Sats, M o, esteday, i e ot
Yusuf Ahyu-Haruna, said 35 people sustained serious inju-
%;%lewereldlledintwo'autp ries in the crash. He said the

_crashes that occurred i Kebbi__lone accident involved a green

were eight male adults and one
female adult. Four male adults
lost their lives on the spot,
while five others — four male
adults and one female adult —
sustained varying degrees of
serious injuries,” he said.

* Abdullahi, who attributed

at about 10.30am. He said
that it took the corps barely
15 minutes to arrive at the
crash scene to clear the site.
The sector commander said
both the injured and the bod--
ies of the deceased were taken
to the General Hospital, Dass
for treatment and confirma-
tion. He advised motorists to
always be conscious of traffic

rules and regulations while "

- commercial Ford Galaxy ve- the crash to a burst tyre and
hicle with nine passengers on _loss of control, said it occurred

plying the roads.

the disclosure in Birnin Kebbi,
yesterday, said 40 other people
sustained varying degrees of
injuries in the accidents which
ipvolved three vehicles.

ies in the accident which oc-

Kichappersof 4 NEC offias 2 cops members demand N ransom

From Emmanuel
Adeyemi, Lokoja

THE abductors of officials

—curred on Kalgo-Bunza Road _of the Indepen

dent National

on_Sunday, involving two ve- _Electoral Commission (INEC)

@. onday, 23 people _in Kogi State during
Host their lives, while travelling  March 19 general elections are

in a truck carrying assorted

grains from IlI Ibadan
; -Koko ™ Road. Inj

to — —

the
ing N50 million ran-

_“Som before they would release

victims.
Contrary to police claim

Hospitals in_Kalgo and Jega _that they had rescued all the
_Local Government Areas”he  kidnap victims, six of the

id.
U Aliyu-Haruna  attributed
“the accidents, to overload%
ing, over-speeding and use o
“expired tyres. He. cautioned
motorists, i com-
mercial vehicle drivers against
- excessive speeding and use of
ired tyres, so as to ensure
: :Etyonthehighways.

The sector commander
advised motorists against the
consumption of illicit sub-
stances and urged passengers
to support the crusade against

-

~ INEC officials, including two

corps members are still in the
i ' den.

> Some: INEC staff were ab-

ducted in Obajana at the early

hours of Sunday, March 19,

2023, during the Kogi State
House of election.
The victims were said to be
returning from Kupa North
and South, under Lokoja Lo-
cal Government Area in Kogi
State, before they were at-
tacked by armed hoodlums.
But the Police Public Rela-

tion Officer (PPRO) in Kogi
State, William Ovye Aya, had,
in' a statement issued to jour-
nalists on the incident, said
96 people were rescued by the
police, three injured, while
two victims were yet to be ac-
counted for. L

- Addressing a press confer-
ence, on Monday,pon behalf of
the kidnap victims® families,

‘an Assistant Presiding Officer

Il (APO II) in the March 18
Kogi House of Assembly elec-
tion, identified as Babalola
Oluwatobi Peter, said his sister

'WaS..p.artofthosestillheldin

captivity.
Peter, who is a brother to
one of the victims, faulted the

claim of the Nigeria Police

Force that all the victims have
been rescued. He mentioned
those still in the hands of the
kidnappers as Muhammed
Maimunat and = Abdulraha-
man Raji, who are both servi ing
;rgsmembers.ll\IECAd-Hoc

whoarestillincapﬁvity,

according to Peter, are Oya-
niran Atinuke Ruth, Florence
gllw?Aiayi,OPmeaand

essing.

laining how the ugly

incEi:ggntoocurredondlatday,
Peter said: “We were
coming from Kupa North and -
Southﬁ)rtheKogiStaerouse
of Assembly election. I worked
in the North, so we left North
some minutes six and we
got to the South at 8:03pm in
which we were asked to move
to Lokoja by our SPOs. I told
them personally that we are .
not going, that they should al- -
low us to sléep, that by 4am
the next day, we should pick
up and go, just like the way |
we did during the presidential

“But the SPO South said he
wanted to move. As an APO
two, I could not just tell them
no. All other corps members
they refused. '
(Calinndmwwwamnewmline.oun)




