>Four feared dead as
protesters, police fight
over Naira scarcity in Aba

FROM OGBONNAYA
NDUKWE, ABA

FOUR persons including police-

m_gglmay ' have lost theirlives dunng_
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“Dangerous weapons including

* daggers, broken bottles, stones and

cement blocks packed in building
sites were used,” one of the witness-
es who refused to be named, told our

correspondent. According to him,

_ers and the police on Fnday,_ m b;q, ~ four persons were said to have lost

Abia State, over scarcity of the new
Nalra notes.
“The scume was said to have start-

‘ed when customers of some banks
- _within the Samek junction axis of

Faulks Road within Arana Inter—

their lives during the attacks which

" Ted many traders in the area up to

Ukwu mango Arnana/Port Harcourt
Expressway, to hastily close therr
shops and vacate the area, mto safety.

Another witness who lives close

"national Market arca, engaged in a_ by along Faulks Road, said a team of

peaceful protest, but were confront-

_ policemen, later came in a patrol van

ed by a team of the Nigeria Police  and began shooting in the air, prob-

Force on patrol, a situation that may .

have led to the escalating outcome,

'Eye witnesses told Saturday Sun,
that the intrusion of the police opera-
tives to forcefully quench the protest,
led to free use of dangerous weap- _

ably to scare people away, as they
_ carried away the corpses of those
that died, and zoomed oft.

Abia Police spokesman, Geof-
_frey Ogbonna, was yet to make any
statement on the incident, and could

ons, including broken bottles, dag- — notbe reached by telephone, as at the

gers and heavy objects in the fight.

time of this report.




