Herdsmen on rampage
In Enugu communities

*Maim, kill, kidnap, molest women
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“A member of the ity, Udeh Ezea, _
ﬁdiﬁ t the late Chidi went to the farm
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to them that he was a commercial
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tubers the farm, but the gunmen would
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.on him with several machete cuts. The
that was harvesting cassava tubers fled for
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It was reported that Chidi effortlessly tried
to ward off the machete cuts with bare hands
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The herders, armed with guns and
machetes, sneaked into the where the
woman was working and leered lasciviously

.~ at her. But, she noticed what was happen-

ing and courageously rebuffed their sexual
mnoes.andthatincunedd\eirwnthas
- pounced on her with fury.
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A native of Nrobo community who gave
his name as Okanya, told Daily Sun's reporter
that people in the area now live in fear as
armed herdsmen invade and kidnap them,
with little or no help coming from security
agents.

“There is no effort from the security agents
to rescue the abducted victims or even to
prevent further attack,” he said.

He that the economic losses
suffered by farmers in Nrobo in the hands of
armed herdsmen run into millions of naira.
According to him, farmlands have been de-

* serted out of fear, while the herders continue

- to terrorise the locality. He lamented that

rampaging
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. linking the murderous herders toa seriesof  communities.

deadly attacks that have become our night-
Some natives of Uzo-Uwani expressed dis-  mare,” he lamented.
appointment that despite the anti-open graz-
ing bill signed into law by Governor Ifeanyi
Ugwuanyi, herds of cattle have contirued to
roam freely in their area. The Forest Guard, a
security outfit set up by the state government
and deployed to local communities, has been
.ineffective to tame the ging herdsmen.

The priest wondered why those daredevil
herders could not be held in check by the
authorities, noting that such unprovoked
attacks erode 's confidence in govern-
ment. He urged political leaders in the local-
ity to reassess their attitude to the menace of
insecurity and reassure the people of their
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of Uzo-Uwani has remained porous. own ancestral farmland should be subjected

Natives are worried that no serious security

to such a cruel end in the hands of foreign
measure has been taken to secure the area i ‘
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from armed herdsmen, who are bent on oc- “These are not the traditional nomadi
the area as their grazing route.’ Fulani that we were used to playing with
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from the area, Rev. Fr. Paulinus Ike doubt, there is no indi Fulani person
lamented that the ing bloody in Ugbene-Ajima. Granted that every Ni-
Mbynwededhﬂdmin&ma ian has the constitutional right to move
have turned the area to a killing field. He said and settle in any part of Nigeria. That
Uzo-Uwani has been turned to a slaughter however, does not extend to cattle
house by the terrorists masquerading as and other animals,” he argued.
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