M Flooding renders 1.5 m
people homeless In Bayelsaq,

Rivers, Delta, Anambra

"Six dead; farmlands, poultry farms
destroyed, over 300 communities sacked ,

n .
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+ YENAGOA; ALOYSIUS tee Management show that in Ahoada
I, ATTAH, ONITSHA, PAUI.NY EaStID@;l‘cGoyanmAm, :;ﬁ
> OSUYI, ASABA AND TO persons including w

d '~ JOHN, PORT HARCOURT children were displaced; in Ahoada
N West, 52,657; in Ogba/Egbema/Ndo-
d ni Local Government Area 34,811

scmesta@inSmnh-

while in Abua/Odual LGA 137,641
victims were affected.
In Delta State, the victims took

in the 12 Inteally Displaced
Pareﬁ{s: scattered across the

t- _farms andivestock recently. —— camps
3 that it af- state. Whereas the state government
s fected 1426509 victims from sev-, established eight of the camps, the
eral communities-in Bayelsa, Ri Delta State Oil Producing Areas
Development Commission (DESO-
ttedly PADEC) setup the other four.
inexplicab : A breakdown of the figures giv-

X “the state
ﬁpwgle communities _
were sacked. About 50 submerged
stations shut down operations,
thus creating severe petroleum scar-
city. In Rivers State, 250,456 persons
were displaced from four local gov-
emment areas. In Delta State, about
25,000 people lost their homes to the
floods. In Anambra, 651,053 were
affected, although 41,000 were reg-
istered with the Intemally Displaced
Persons camps. _

But of all the states, Bayelsa is be-
lieved to be worst hit. According to
statistics provided by the state gov-
emor, Douye Diri; the flood affected .

..people in 300 communities or eight
. out of the nine local govemments. He
noted that it would cost the state gov-
emment billions of naira to replace
damaged infrastructural facilities. But
the Chairman of the Bayelsa State

" Emergency Agency (BY-SEMA),
Walaman Igrubia said that the figures
given by the govemnor should be re-
garded as an estimate as the agency is
still collating data on the actual num-
ber of people affected.

Daily transportation of passengers

owing
) kogbe-Ahoada
section of the East/ West road. The
:{mle applies to commuters plying
Yenagoa to Lagos, Warri, Ughelli
Asaba, Benin. -

In Rivers State, records provided

the bad state of the O

jtal while about _en by the Coordinator of the State

showed that 20,025 persons were reg-
istered at the camps established by the
“state govemment. But he wamed that
“the total figures should be seen as con-
servative as relief efforts are still being
extended to those who are sentimen-
tally attached to their flooded homes.
In Ndokwa East Local Govemnment
Area, 10,.611 households were dis-
 placed across affected commiumities,
+* In Anambra, the flood affected six
“local govemments areas. They are
Ogbany, Ayamelum, Anambra West,
Anambra East, Awka: North and
Ayamelum. But though the waters
have started receding, authorities said
that the damages and losses .cost will
fé.lfe lmgermﬂp:'li;lod to be addressed.
llapsed gs, including private
homes, schools, churches and local
govemment secretariat affected by the
flood could be seen in communities
that make up Ogbaru Local Govem-
ment area. It also left roads in desolate
and dilapidated state. %



