of armed herdsmen
That is the sad, dark story that descended on
Ussa and Takum local govemment areas. Yangtu
Special Development Area is not left out. For
tered by incessant attacks by herdsmen and aban-
dmedbypvumm» y ) )

No fewer than 300 victims were killed in differ-
entattacks. Over 40 villages were sacked while an
estimated 100,000 persons were displaced from
their ancestral homes.

Member representing Ussa Local Govemment
Area at the State House of Assembly, Habila Timo-
thy Anderifun, said: “These attacks started early in
the year, intensified in the last two months. The at-
tacb\\mnwkedbyuwwcdumdbnmhtymd
inhuman

“With deep pains in my heart and every sense of
responsibility, | address you today over the unpro-
voked attacks and sustained killing of the people of
Ussa and parts of Takum local government areas.

“For months now, the good people of Ussa in so
many communities in Takum LG as well as Yangtu
have come under coordinated and sustained attacks
by suspected Fulani herdsmen (bandits) who dis-
lodged thousands of people from their ancestral
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Terror returns to Taraba
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“It is imperative to state here that today, commu-
nities such as Kujwean, Asik, Ripenchin, kutuko,
Kusansan and in fact, the entire Kwesati ward, Lis-
sam I, Yangtu and Bika among other communities
have been deserted. i
the deserted communities have been taken over by
Fulani herdsmen who now graze freely on peoples’
farms and homes. >

“Today, the humanitarian situation occasioned
by the attack and displacement of the over 120,(
persons is pathetic and needs urgent intervention.
We call on the National

“We are also calling on the state government to
set up a high commission of enquiry to investigate
ﬁtmmm“dﬂ:‘mm
the view to finding lasting solutions to the conflict.
“Ths is very important because the Fulam and
the Kuteb have been living peacefully together over
the decades until the recent )
“This could be the *hand of Esau but the voice
of Jacob".
“Famwcmhl)u‘mdtl‘:iml_ldﬂ:
international community (o tum atiention to
the on going killings, which can be likened to geno-
* . cide, in Ussa and parts of Taklaum, capable of wiping
the entire of Ussa out of the planct carth.
“The kllings and mutilation of the bodies of the
victims in Ussa constitules crimes against human-
ity. We urge the Federal Government to take urgent
.:ndhmda::‘hqm:yh
i the primary responsibility of govemment

toct the lives and property of her citizens

/=@ this country.” 2%
(¢ told Daily Sun that the crisis spar
ot Vi Pl s e —

A resident of the affected area, Ezekiel Ande, ar-
gued: “What is happening to Kuteb communities

1S not just about mere attacks because of misun-

derstanding between farmers and herders. This isa
deliberate ethnic cleansing. They want to wipe out
the entire Kuteb nation and it seems there is nothing

“The security agencies

petas if it is nothing.

amember of the state House of Assembly, Hossish
Ibi, was ki and killed even afler ransom
was paid in Tt has always been the plan of
'same people 10 climinate the Kuseb people.
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“These people decided to connive with the kill-
er herdsmen who have been wanting to take over
lands in the area o capitalise on the litle misun-
derstanding perpetuate their evil agenda. :
“That is why you see government has been qui-
et even though the state governor himself is from
Takum where people are been killed almost on a
daily basis.”

Rimande Joscph, said “Even when they kill
someone with a bullet, they still cut him or her into
ﬁca;;nuhﬂ:yn ing it 10 go with
some body parts or ing. They just butcher the
peopie 10 feed on details. It is the hei
P X gory height

1'--46@:&&“@' ™
security in the area. Even check points
wmnm@ﬂlilh

o Fulani herdsmen attack Takum, Ussa communities
slaughter hundreds

day for the killers. Nowhere is safe.
“The people are scampering for safety all over
the place. Even Takum where most of our people

now take refuge is not safe. We just hope that God
will keep them.”

juma
Shiddi, chided him for his absence while the state
s boik
*“The precarious situation in which our commu-
nities find themselves has made it necessary for me
as a stakeholder, to take this route. | have constantly
offered solutions but for reasons best known to you
alone, you chose to ignore them. ¥
“Unfortunately, Taraba Marshall, which is per-
haps the only safety measure your administration
had attempted to mstall to curb these terrorists’
threats, has been grossly politicised and abused by
“You are aware as the Chief Security Officer
of our dear state that our people in Ussa LG and
Ymngcvck:pmmAvaemmdulmvy
attacks by suspected Boko Haram terrorists in the
past three months. Those attacks and massacre are
very clear footprints of Boko Haram for this was
how it started in Bomo and Yobe states.
“As | write sir, quite over 300 lives have been -
lost and more than 40 communities destroyed in
now



