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From Noah Ebije,
Kaduna
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THE Kaduna State C hapter

‘of the Clirisian Association

ot Nigeria (CAN) has called
on tl-Ele people of the State

to defend themselves in the
face of what it described as_

the governments failure to
a,efend_r.lm;mzens Zens_against

T'he call followed Sunday’s

reported attack on_Agban

Kagoro, Kaura local govern-
ment_area of Kaduna state

—and burt several houses,

The source did not, how-
ever, ascertain the number
of people injured and houses
razed by the attackers who
invaded the village in a large
number.

The source said: “Many
people were killed on the
spot, and there was the like-
lihood that some of them
were killed in their houses,
while others could have died
in the buses as a result of gun
wounds they sustained.”

He added that he could
not get the number of those
injured and the houses burnt
by the attackers, saying that
the destruction made was so

terrifying,

He ex : “The de-
struction made by the at
tackers last night (Sunday) is
so terrifying as the gunmen
suspected to be Fulani mili-
tias came in their large num
bers and were well or
They came with s mic.at
ed weapons and carried out
their acts of destroying both
lives, houses and property of
the natives.”

Meanwhile, Governor
El-Rufai, in a staterment he

issued yesterday  through

_and killed about 23 people

the Commissioner, Internal
Security and Home Affairs,
Samuel Aruwan, said the 24-
hour curfew was to enable the
security agencies stabilise the
situation in the affected com-
munities,

“Following advice from
security agencies, the Ka-
duna State Government has
declared a 24-hour curfew in
Jemaa and Kaura local gov-
ernment areas with immedi-
ate effect. This is to assist the
security agencies to stabilise
the situation in the areas, save
lives and property and enable
the restoration of law and or-
der.

“The security agencies have
full authorisation to enforce
the curfew. Government ap-
peals to al! residents of Jemaa
and Kaura local government
areas to cooperate with the se-
curity agencies in the urgent
task of restoring peace and
uphoiding law and order.

“Government  condemns

the violence and all acts of
lawlessness that have oc
curred in the area. Further
updates will be issued as nec-
essary,” the statement read.

Regardless, in a statement
signed by its state Chairman,
Rev. John Joseph Hayab, CAN
lamented that Kaduna state
has lost several lives in the
past four years, while the lead-
ers scarcely show empathy or
concern for the victims see-
ing that the government’s re-
sponse is usually in the media.

“The Christian Association
of Nigeria (CAN) Kaduna
State Chapter is sad and griev-
ing following the continued
killings, kidnappings, bandit-
1y, and the unimaginable evil
going on in our state unabated
without any substantial action
by the government and secu-
rity forces.

“One only needs to see
how human beings are killed
and roasted by bandits who
attacked Kzgoro to conclude

that this is one loss too manzr
How long will this evil contip- é wAlso, bandits _geportedly
ue and when will our lead led .»w le and lru‘ ~?

act dutifully?

“Kaduna State citizens
are tired of the government’s
rhetorical responses without
concrete action taken to pro-
tect lives and property. Ac-
cordingly, we want to hear and
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CAN calls for self defence as bandits kill 53, ©
kidnap scores, burn houses in Kaduna, Zamfara

* El-Rufai declares 24-hour curfew in 2 LGAs
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fara State. It w:;,ga-m.-gu thar —

17 penple Were killed in two

villages of Juyi and Donuraa, in

~Bungudi Tocal” COVETTINETS.

see the killers and kidnappers — while 20 were killed ig Ganar-

arrested as the government’s
usual media condemnation
whenever there is havoc is not
good enough.

“Meanwhile, we appeal to
citizens to also wake up and do
the needful, protecting their
lives and community. When
a government fails to protect
you, you ought to find a means
of defending yourself.

“For the records, Kadunz
state has lost several lives in
the past four years, while the
leaders scarcely show empathy
or concern for the victims see-
ing that the government’s re-
sponse is usually in the media.
Sadly, the dead cannot read
nor listen to the news. Then of
what use is media condemna-

—~Kiyawa village i Buklarum

ZoveInment.
However, the statz Police
Com 'nand confirmed the kil
ing of 16 people in Sunday’s
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Obiano yet to meet bail conditions EFC

From Adanna Nnamani,
Abuja

CHAIRMAN of the Eco-
nomic and Financial Crimes
Commission (EFCC), Ab-
dulrasheed Bawa, yesterday,
disclosed that the immediate
former governor of Anambra
State, Willie Obiano, has been
granted administrative bail by
the anti-graft agency.

Bawa made the disclosure
at the 5th Annual General
Assembly Meeting of the Net-
work of National Anti-Cor
ruption Institutions in Wesl
Alrica (NACIWA), in Abuja.

The EFCC boss explained
that Obiano was, however,

still in custody as he was yet to
perfect his bail conditions.

He noted that there was
nothing poht.lca] about the ex-

overnor’s arrest, adding that
%e was cooperatmg to meet
the bail terms.

He said: “There is noth-
ing po]sliml about the inves-
tigation. You know what the
EFCC stands for.

“We investigate crimes, we
look at pcoplL who have com-
mitted crime and we link it
up together, and then we go to
court,

“That is all we have been
doing, and that is what we will
continue (o do,

"We have been accused of

media trials. But we will con-
tinue to do our investigation
prof&ss:onally

“He has been granted hail
and we are waiting for him to
[wrfr:ct his bail conditions and
he has been cooperating with
us and everything is going on
well”

Obiano was arrested, last
Thursday, at the Murtala Mu-
hammcci International A
port, Lagos, while trying to
board a ﬁl[ﬂll to Texas, United
States, just after the inaugu-
ration ceremony of the new
Anambra state Governor, Prof
Chukwuemka Soludo.

The EFCC had, in Novem
ber last year, placed the for

mer governor on a warch list.

The Commission had. in a
letter to the Comptroller Gen-
eral of the Nigeria Immigra-
tion Service, dared November
15, 2021, requested the Ser-
vice to place the former gover-
nor on a watch list and notfy
it anytime he was traveling out
of the country from anv of
the international airports and
other poings of entry and exit.

Obiano was arrested  for
misappropriating N3 hillion
Sure-P and N37 hillion Secu-
ity Vote funds, which were
withdrawn in cash, of which
part of the funds were alleged-
Iy diverted to sponsor political
activities in the state.




