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Why bishop, son were
murdered, houses
burnt in Cross River

From Judex Okoro, Calabar gon:IernTept shor}:ly after thelwafi in 1970. been razed as a result of the communal have suffered untold hardship in the hands
ostilities in the area escalated on clashes. ;
MORE details have e ! _December 4, 2018, when Abanwan And in continuation of the war gg;%e QEZEV:}T: Pai?f li Sclint(]::i3 DECES}EEI‘t
_ why a bishop and his son were killed _ community was said to have unleashed  to reclaim their ancestral land, the their ’houses ang foll N ed it o aIi’ZOlgl,;d
w mayhem on the Urugbam people, Urugbam people allegedly regrouped razed down all the h(c))We lf_hUIz - left in
etween Urugbam and Abanwan, of Erei . killing more than 15 persons and razing  and launched a reprisal on the Abanwan Urugbam when th " aZ(?fSIE
clan, in Biase Local Government Areaof  almost the entire village. It was also community and burnt the bishop alive Ngrratin lilnl tﬁy (1:ame a ckw
_ Cross River State. gathered that, in 2019, an Abanwan beheaded his son and also killed several carried outghe ::id‘e‘"raltlesltﬁtﬁa azgs the
militia attacked again and brought other persons, claiming that they have son, who vw:ere fron; Abaflwlasnofvere going
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Bishop Ukam, his son and others.whose- own the remaining houses, with scores  suffered too much in the hands of their to th :

houses were burnt were victi of residents either killed or declared Abanwan brothers. k%o“fig;aéll::: :ﬁ:ﬁ:&;‘iﬁﬁeﬂﬂ: dlaid
An indigene of Urugbam, who didn't ambush. After that, the youths moved into {

reprisal carried out by the Urugbam. missing. A
The Urugbam and Abanwan The deve_:lo;:?ment turned both want his name in print, said the attack their community and also burnt houses. It
communities have been at each other’s communities into a near wasteland, __onAbanwanon Janvary 27, 2022, g e g
“throat over an oil | %m Elantation with I{ttle or hr;o economic aCth'ltl:{ES, was revenge for the brutal killingand ~  have suffered. ®
settlement establi de as male youths, young women an __maiming of their people by the Abanwan, “Si i
Eastern Region government before the - prominent indigenes have all deserted as well as the incessant destmr p;ii zsglt%a?:hlilsa Esbiig :fgiﬁmg
Nigeria-Biafra civi their ancestral homes for safety in nearby their property. settled orEand forall P thapall the
2 communities. At least 800 houses have According to him, “Urugbam people communities would ret,us:n to their

‘handed over to the Cross River State
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