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> Imo police storm IPOB
hideout, kill one, arrest one

FROM GEORGE
ONYEJIUWA AND STANLEY
UZOARO, OWERRI that a member of [POB/ ESN ter-

. ror gang who has been in the com-
A suspected member of the Indig- . 1 “wanted list but on the run

s Peoples of\Bmf{i;L (POB)_ ;e participating in several killings
= Scouiy e (ESN)—of police officers and burning of po-
fihe bno Stz Tic mﬁ — lice stations was seen at Umuchoke

ad w‘f wm‘;]:“ ~ in Ehime Mbano LGA of Imo State,
Another suspected member WaS__ e command’s tactical teams, after

_reportedly shot dead by operatives  giioent intelligence gathering, on

ot g shohad siven October 6 202] atabout 1630 hurs

_ their hideout during a gun duel. - 5355 dand stormed the shop of

In statemnent issued by the com-_ the hoodlum, who was later identi-

mand’s spokesp erson, Michael Ab- fied as Uchenna Chukwu of Umu-
“battam said the suspected member : ime Mbano LGA of
of the IPOBESN, Uhenma Chuke oG

wu, 34, of Umunakanu in Ehime He said on sighting the police op-

Mbano Local Government area of o svec {chenna Chukwu raised

hie state had been on the wanted st ¢ 551 alerting other members of

of the command for allegedly par-_ pisoang picked a cutlass and rushed

ticipating in the attacks on the police ¢ one of the police operatives in an

nfrastmcture in the state. attempt to cut off the officer’s head,
“Following credible information

but was overpowered, disarmed and
the cutlass recovered from him.
“While this was on, the already
alerted members came in their
numbers and engaged the police op-
eratives in a gun duel but were over-
whelmed by the superior firepower
of the police and in the process, one
of them was neutralised while oth-
ers escaped with bullet wounds into
hiding,
“Recovered from the deceased

were one locally made double barrel

pistol with two expended cartridges,
two live cartridges and the charms
he tied round his waist to fortify
himself against police bullets.”

Abbattam said that the suspect is
undergoing interrogation and has
made useful statement to the investi-
gating team, revealing their hideout
and the abode of other members of
his gang on the run.

He also said that the police op-
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eratives are working in synergy with
other security agencies to arrest the
other members of the group, espe-
cially, those that escaped with bul-

lets wounds.
Meanwhile, the Commissioner
of Police in the state, Rabiu Hus-
saini, while commending the offi-
cers and men for their gallantry and
proactivity, expressed appreciation
to the people of the state for their
support. He advised them to contin-
ue to assist the police with credible
information and report to the nearest
police station any person seen with
bullet wounds.

APC welcomes ex-presidential

THE APC Caretaker Committee
Chairman and Govemor of Yobe
State, Mai Mala Buni, formally
received a former presidential can-
didate on the platform of the Peo-
ple’s Trust, Mr. Gbenga Olawepo-
Hashim, into the party when they
met at the weekend, in Abuja. The
duo met when Olawepo-Hashim led
a delegation to the govemor’s resi-
dence, where Bumi thanked him and
said the APC was delighted to attract
a great leader like him into the party.

“You are not a new face to us; we
respect you greatly. Do not see your-

‘candidate, Olawepo-Hashim

ABUJA

ing as Southemn leaders or Northem
leaders. According to him, Second
Republic leaders spoke as UPN or
NPN, PRP or NPP, GNPP or NAP
or at best Progressives versus Con-
servatives.

“The divides were ideological,
healthy and consistent with modem
democratic practice. Now, we need
to put a stop to politicking along re-
gional lines, which is widening the
gulf of divisions in the country,”
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