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o | From Molly Kilete, Abuja

2. legenan Army said i

e sSIdiérs on counter 1nsurg{

E“‘* cy operations in the Nort Janﬂc States for West African
6. East have killed two mem-  Province (ISWAP) terrorists
T 1 -bers of the Islamic State West ~ and bandits in Sokoto State,
, ‘Africa Province/Boko Haram  the Defence Headquarters
|| terrorists m&.‘i&&ﬁ said, yesterday, in Abuja.

| The terrorists met their The Director, Defence In-
| |_énd while trying to infiltrate  formation, Maj-Gen. Benja-
. M@rﬂn Sawyer, in a statement,
y | Tarmuwa Local Governmentyesterday, said the terrorists
f /| Area of Yobe State. were eliminated during a

Director, Army Public foiled attack on the Forward
Relations, Brigadier General
Onyema Nwachukwu, who
made the disclosure, said
that the terrorists, who now
indulge in pillaging activi-
ties to replenish their dwin-
dling logistics, owing to the
logistics blockade imposed
on them, were detected by
troops of Sector 2 Joint Task
Force North East, Operation
HADIN KAI, who engaged

Burkusuma, a remote border
settlement with Niger Repub-

From Tony Osauzo,
Benin

AN Edo State High Court,
yesterday, Benin City, declared

as illegal the removal from of
them in a heavy shootout. fice of Mr. Yakubu Musa as
Also, troops of Operation Chairman of Etsako West Lo-
Hadarin Daji, in conjunction .| Government Area of the
with other security agencies,  State.
have eliminated scores of Is- Governor Godwin Obaseki
ay 1 0 1 ~ i 1 Wl IR

Operation Base (FOB), at™

Court nullfies Obaseki's removal 0

lic in Sabon Birni Local Gov-
ernment Area of Sokoto State.

“The aggressive operations
of troops of the FOB as wit-
nessed in recent months in
the North West region, had
been a thorn in the flesh of
ISWAP terrorists and ban-
dits.”

Sawyer stated that the at-
tackers, who came in large
numbers, using telecom net-
works provided from neigh-
bouring countries, capitalised

had, in July 2020, removed
Momoh from office over al-
leged corrupt practices based
on the findings of an investiga-
tive panel he set up.

The panel, the governor
said, recommended that Musa

be “removed from office on

the grounds of negligence of
duty, improper accounting
and auditing of the council’s

1! f

on the lean rear area protec-
tion force. This was when the
main troops were out con-
ducting offensive operations
within their area of responsi-
bility.”

He disclosed that the
troops recorded an undis-
closed number of casualties
during the encounter.

“However, the swift re-
inforcement by our troops
helped to counter the attack
as many of the ISWAP fight-

finances, lack of adequate su-
pervision of staff and for al-
lowing fraud under his nose.”

But delivering the judge-
ment in suit no B/204/05/2019,
Justice V.0.Oviawe declared
the action of the governor as
“illegal, unconstitutional, null
and void, and of no effect”
and set aside the purported
removal,
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SOIdlers kill scores of terrorists, foil attacks in Yobe, Sokoto

ers were eliminated, while
some scrambled with various
degrees of injuries. Troops are
currently in hot pursuit of the
criminals to Bassira in Niger
Republic,” he said.

Meanwhile, Nigerian and
Nigerien forces, in a col\abor-
ative operation, are currently
trailing the remaining ISWAP
fighters.

“General security within
the FOB and its environs has
been stabilised,” he added.

of elected Efsako West LG chairman

The court held that the state
government failed to comply
with the relevant provisions
of the 1999 Constitution (as
amended) and Sections 20
and 21 of Edo State Local
Government Law, 2000 (as
amended).

Besides, it further held that
the removal of office of Yakson
based upon the findings of a
ﬁctmous and none:ustent in-
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