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Bandits strike in Kebbi, abduct

*Kill policeman, injure another at Federal Govt

From Olanrewaiju Lawal,
Bimin Kebbi and Ndubuisj
Oriji, Abuja

NATIONAL NEWS

criminals.

Notwithstanding the assur-
ance from the police, panic-
stricken residents have begun

_—BANDITS stoped the Feder. . mass exodus from the towns

' %ﬁﬁn %i State, yesterday,

and communities in Yauri. At
press time, no fewer than six

abducted yet to be ascertained villages had been deserted.

_number of students, fiveteach- .~ An activist from one of the
ﬁf&i@ﬂ_eﬂmhcques, Mallam Muktar Yauri,
mid day operation. told Daily Sun on phone that
- Multiple sources said several _almost all the villagers have
_w;uﬁmmm relocated for safety.
§ ed various injuries were “All the residents are run-
—_TRYeiving Careat the Yaur— —ning towards Yauri town for
General Hospital. their protection. When the
Commissioner of Police in bandits attacked, about 200 of

the state, Adeleke Adeyinka-
Bode, confirmed the attack in
Birnin Kebbi.

“The truth is that the attack
took place and five teachers
have been taken away, four
male and one female, but the
number of students abducted
are not known yet.

A parent, Mallam Monsur
Yauri, explained that the
bandits attacked the school in
their hundreds on motorcycles
and opened fire on the mobile
police guarding the school.

The Commissioner of
Police, Adeleke Adeyinka,
assured parents and guardians
of students that the Command
was following credible leads
and intensifying efforts to
track the assailants and ensure
the rescue of the students
and teachers. The command
spokesman, SP Nafi'u Abuba-
kar, said in a statement that a
team, comprising operatives
from the Police Mobile Force,
anti-kidnapping and counter-
terrorism units have begun
combing nearby forests, routes
and suspected hideouts of the

The police boss assured
that the command would do
everything within its power to
ensure the abducted persons
are safely reunited with their
families and perpetrators
brought to book and ap-
pealed to residents to assist
with prompt information
that would aid in solving the
crime and apprehending the
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them, according to eyewitness,
they were selective. They didn't
pick student who were not ma-
tured. They overwhelmed the
security officers in the school
as they shot sporadically. Wal-
lahi, our people are in trauma
now in Yauri Emirate”

State Chairman of Nigeria
Labour Congress (NLC), Umar
Halidu Alhassan told Daily Sun
on phone that yesterday’s at-
tack has unsettled residents.

“Wallahi, we're not happy
about this incident. It is unfor-
tunate and all the stakeholders
must rally round to protect
our schools, our state and our
people.

“It is unfortunate that such
incident is bappening in Zuru
and Yauri axis. Government
should take proactive measures
to protect our schools, our stu-
dents. Kebbi State has porous
borders with neighbouring
countries. Qur government
needs to do something about
that because Zuru and Yauri
Emirates have porous borders
with even other states.”

Chairman, House of
Representatives Committee
on Health Services, Tanko
Sununu, who represents
Ngaski/Shanga/Yauri Federal
Constituency of Kebbi State,
dectied the insecurity in his
constituency and called for
the intervention of the Federal
Government.

The lawmaker told journal-
ists in Abuja that children and
farmers in his constituency can
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no longer go to school or farm
as a result of insecurity.
“Aweek ago, we had

another calamity when bandits
numbering about 300, each
with AK-47 and using very
strong motorcycles, came into
my constituency.

“They had a field day and
operated for more than eight
hours, moving from house

to house, room to room,
collecting money, handscts,
motorcycles and cattle. That
has led to 2 massive influx of
internally displaced persons
into the headquarters of the
Emirate in Yauri.

"However, we were able
to convince people and they
started going back to their
respective areas. But they

From Timothy
Olanrewaju, Maiduguri

Buhari in Maidugur, tells security a

PRESIDENT Muhammadu
Buhari, yesterday, said terror-
ists and criminals would not
be given breathing space under
his watch to disintegrate the
country.

Buhari disclosed this when
he addressed troops on coun-
ter-insurgency operations in
the North East at Maimalari
Army Cantonment, headquar-
ters of Operation Hadin Kai,
Maiduguri.

“Under my watch, the
armed forces of Nigeria
will provide firm strategy
and clear sense of direction
to safeguard the territo-
rial integrity of the country.
We should not allow our

adversaries the opportunity or

breathing space to challenge

our national interest and core

values.”

The president assured
troops of Federal Govern-
ment’s support and commit-
ment to win the war against
terrorists.
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(bandits) left a message that
they would be coming hack.
Taking it seriously, some
people refused to go back and
in the early hours of today
(yesterday), they rcpcatgd
what they had done carh.cr and
they came into the constitu-
ency, sometime around 10.30
or thereabout.”

Sununu called on the

He promised to ensure
timely release of funds for
the success of all military
operations and efforts to bring
sanity to all troubled areas in
the country.

“Iwish to extol your
untiring efforts in the midst
of difficulty you experience.
Your efforts have resorted into
relative peace being enjoyed
in the North East”

He said resources would be
deployed to ensure that wid-
ows and children of soldiers
who pay the supreme price in
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students, teachers

College *Rep condemns aftack
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Federal Government to logk o
Yauri’s position with its neigh.
bouring Niger State.

“Tt has direct access to Zam.
fara State and west of Yauri i
the back of River Niger. Our
fear is that their major target
is to enter Yauri, Now we are
calling on the Federal Govern-
ment to provide adequate
security.”

L-R first row: Govs Dave
Umahi (Ebonyi State);
Muhammad Inuwa
Yahaya (Gombe);
Abubakar Atiku
Bagudu (Kebbi); Rotimi
Akeredolu (Ondoi);
Kayode Fayemi (Ekiti).
Second row L-R:
Babajide Sanwo-Olu
(Lagos) and other
progressives governors
briefing newsmen

after the Progressives
Governors’ Forum

| meeting in Abuja.

gents not fo give terrorists breathing space

the course of the war are well
taken care of. He promised
wounded troops of govern-
ment resolve to take care of
their medical expenses even
as acknowledged their efforts
in degrading Boko Haram
and defending the territorial
integrity of the country.

President Buhari spoke to
each of the wounded soldiers,
asking for their names and
dates they were injured.

He also commissioned
some projects executed by the
Borno State government.

Be ruthless on criminals, Emir Zuru urges army

From Olanrewaju
Lawal, Birnin Kebbi

EMIR of Zuru Emir-

ate, Kebbi state, Major
General Muhammadu
Sani Sami (retd), Sami
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Gomo II, has appealed
to the Army to go the
extra mile to tackle
bandits terrorising the
area.

He urged the military
to engage in more ag-
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gressive patrols, effec-
tive smart ambushes
and prompt response
to distress calls from af-
fected communities,
The emir spoke
during the visit of the
General Officer Com-

the federal and state
governments to provide
logistics and equipment
to the Army to enable
them effectively combat
banditry and other
criminal activities in
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