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By Chidi Nkwopqra. Steve Oko

& Chinonso Alozie
The South Easte;n-—:rt—‘—[__
country is bleeding. Tl?e eas? hal;1e
not recorded such killings since the

civil war ended in 1970, Residents ar
Eﬁked from the comfort of their homes ang
led by both known and unknown gunmen
while scores of unidentified corpses are
dumped daily in the mortuaries. As
indiscriminate arrests of innocents citizens
are going on, the residents are living in fear
and families of the victims are crying for
Justice. Itis a tale of sorrow, tears and bgiood
Ithe A’ggmn. g
n Abia, a widow, Edith Amadi
narrated how her son, On 3
Amadi, 27; and nephew, Obinna Onyebuchi
Egekwu, 30, were allegedly killed by
security personnel in the aftermath of the
attack on the State CID by unknown
%unmer_l, The widow who ‘hails from
forola in Owerri West Local Government
Area of Imo State, lost her husband in 2009,
Accusing the Nigerian Ann\{ of murdering
500 and others in_cold blood, she saig
<=her-son, nephew and another boy simp.
identified as "Onye Photo" ( photographer)
—were-arrested in their family house at

chara Umuahia urs after the
er son and other

tat € WIndow sal
victims whisked away from their family
house were not membeérs of the ?ang of the
unknown gunmen that allegedly attacked
the police station, and wondered the
Justification in their extra-judicial killing.
A special report from the International
Society for Civil Liberties and Rule of Law,
signed by Emeka Umeagbalasi, Chinwe
Umeche and Chidimma Udegbunam said
the rights group was in possession of
graphic details of how soldiers, police and
oLheergepan security operatives presentl
deployed in the East abducted mnocen
citizens and allegedly killed them.
According to the report, “these have led
to not Jess than 170 open ki

abduction and permanent disappearance
—_or feared ﬂaﬁ?ul execution in custody of

46
ebuchi Anthony

“no fewer than 550 and ?_gg_r_al arrest/ -
than 5 .

abduction of not less 1 s

~ _"Thearrested/abducted are presently held
in different open and secfet dundeons
located -within"and 'outside the East and
among those outside the East are Makurdi

- Prisons in Benue State where over 300.were
recently found to have-been transferred and
kept. ‘Others are conventional and
unconventional military, police and SSS
detention facilities in Abuja, Niger State
and other undisclosed locations in the
North. They are also in Owerri, Awka, Port
Harcourt and Abakiliki State CIDs and
Prison or Correctional facilities such as
Owerri Prisons holding over 130 including
107 remanded days ago.

"Shockingly, in thé past one week or
Monday 24th to Sunday 30th May 2021,
not less than 30 open and secret killings ‘bﬁ
soldiers and police have taken place wit]
most taking place in Imo State where scores
of corpses have been freshly traced to the
mortuaries of the Government Medical
Centers. The slain are all victims of extra-
judicial killings including innocent citizens
killed after the acl’ at crime scenes and
falsely labeled for gallantry. The findings
above cover the first five months of 2021 or
January to Ma¥2021." .

"Intersociety had investigated and found
as follows: That: soldiers, police and other
security operatives have since January 2021
openly shot and killed over 170 persons in
the two regions out of the number, at least
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35 unidentified
corpses dumped
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145 are innocent citizens or victims of
extrajudicial killings while 25 others are
combatively involved. )

“That: thé named securily agencies have
abducted over 2100 and falsely labeled over
90% of them "ESN hoodlums/lerrorists”
including over 300 dumped recentlly in far
away Malurdi Prisons in Benue Stale, over
70 Jumpccl al Awka Slale CID and over

Residents of S/
East cry out: We're
bleeding, hiding,
living in fear

107 others recently remanded in Owerri
Prisons after “mobile court” mumbo jumbo
arraignment,”

"Thal: soldiers accounted for most of the
abductions and disappearances includin
not less than 550 citizens who disappeare
since January 2021 or suspected victims of
unlawful executions. That: over 90% of
those paraded by soldiers and police as

i

"ESN hoodlums/terrorists” are innocent;
and same goes for over 90% of the slain
bodies tagged "ESN hoodlums killed in
duel with security forces”. They are victims
of “after the act’ crime scene shootings and
killings,” they said.,

However, they added: "The six innocent
citizens of Imo State wrongly arrested and
falsely labeled by the Imo State Command
have been released, Five of the six regained
their freedom late night of yesterday, 3rd
June 2021 from  Imo " State CID
Headquarters and Owerri Correctional
Headquarters or Prisons. The five newl
freed innocent citizens are: Smit
Amadikwa, Casmir Ugbor, Ojukwu Ukonu,
Emeka Mbonu and Engineer Ikechukwu
Okomah. Th(.x‘were wmn?&
12th, 13th, 14th, 13th and
respectively; and publicly paraded on 28th
May 2021 and falsely labeled "ESN
hoodlums that attacked Imo State

arrested on
h May 2021,

+ Correctional/Prisons Headquarters and

others"”,

Also reacting to the spate of insecurity in

the region, the Catholic Archbishop of

erri Ecclesiastical Province, Most Rev.
Anthony J. V. Obinna. lamented the careless
and s!ealtgg dumping of no fewer than 35
unidentified corpses in the Federal Medical
Centre morgue, Owerri, within a few days.

The cleric equally expressed worry that
106 youn? men arrested from various
locations, lor alleged treasonable felony,
i};:re ‘lhianguishing in Owerri Correctional

acility.

In a statement titled: “Stop the killings,
Convoke a cease fire meeting, Save Imo
State; A charge to Governor Hope
Uzodimma and all stakeholders”,
Archbishop Obinna said; "last year, exactly
about this time, I charged Governor Hope
Uzodimma and other Igbo leaders, to
%')otect our people and défend our lands.

at charge was provoked by threats and
acts of invasion on our farmlands by Fulani
herdsmen.

“Now, our very lives are at stake, as
killings of Imo people are taking place in
broad daylight and at nights, by both
officially and unofficially armed men. Imo
people are on the run from known and

own gunmen. There is scare in the air
and anxiety on the ground. Imo people are
hiding, living in fear. Reports of
indiscnminate arrests for no clear reason
and killings, as a show of power or in
all%ed retaliation continue to spread.

“On Wednesday, May 26, 2021, I

onally went to the Federal Correctional
entre, Owert, to see the 106 young men
arrested from various locations, accused
and charged to court jointly, for plannjng

. to commit felony. They are yet tobe

"On Thursday, June 3, 2021, 1 visited Owerri
Federal Medical Centre mortuary. As 1
painfully surveyed the 35 corpses, stark naked
on the bare floor stealthily dumped there
within the last few days, victims of runaway
kdllers, military, police and unknown qunmen,
with no identification on them, I thought of
many others who have been kidnapped. taken
o unknown locations, killed and even
butchered, as we continue to hear Imo is
bleeding.

“On behalf of the already killed and even
more, on behalf of the living, now threatened
daily with brutal death, I charge Governor
Hope Uzodimma, as the Chief Security Officer
for Imo people, to step up and stop the killings
by whoever is responsible for them. 1 equally
charge all users and abusers of guns and
deadly weapons, to stop the killings, to
renounce violence and to denounce any show
of gride in killing fellow human beings.

"Turge the Governor to convoke a cease fire
meeting of all Tmo stakeholders, no matter
their disposition or leaning, for a concerted
approach to quench the bloody fire, already
ravaging Imo people and destroying Imo
State. Save Imo people, save Imo State."”,



