2 soldiers, 2 others killed, High Court burnt in Ebonyi

From Chijioke Agwu
Abakaliki
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0’_‘}3;9’-‘}:5‘_?@334’ s gun-
men shot two soldiers
on duty, at a checkpoint

mn Amasin junction, in

Afikpo North local gov-

wcre

__ermmment area of the state.
Daily Sun gathered
that the soldiers retaliat
immediately by gunning
down two of the bandits.
A community source,

who pleaded anonymity,
said the incident occurred
around 9pm on Monday. -

He said the gunmen ar-
rived at the checkpoint in
a white bus and opened
fire on the soldiers who
positioning  to
search their vehicle.

He said the situation
caused panic in Amasiri
and its environs as na-
_tives, especially traders
and commercial motor-
cycle operators, hurriedly

ended the day’s businesses
and went home. '

“I's a frightening in-
cident.  The  attackers
arc unknown. But some
people say they are gun-
men. They were stopped
by the soldiers for search,
but suddenly they opened
fire on the soldiers. Two of
the soldiers, a man and a
woman, according to what
we heard, died. Others ran
away.”

Efforts to contact the

, 2 injured as car rams into FRSC van

The accident occurred at

driver of the ill-fated Camry.

Ekrerhavwe-Agbarho junc- ~ “One of the officers died on

tion, along the East-West

- _Road,
| An eyewitness gave the
- -regstrahion pumber of the
—Dlue Camry caras AGL 405
. Gl 2dding that 1t was com-
- The source also gave the
registration number of the
| FRSC van as A0/1-882 RS.
“The vebicle of the road
;  safety officers was cut into
/ two parts due to impact of
the crash, largely due to
the excessive speed by the

the spot, while two others in
critical condition were rushed
to Central Hospital, Ughelli.
When we visited hospital,
the corpse of the dead ofti-
cer had been deposited at the
morgue,” the source said.

Delta State Sector Com-
mander, Mr. Uchechukwu
Wihioka, yesterday, con-
firmed the accident, adding
that the driver of the Camry
had been arrested by the po-
lice over the killing,

“Our officers should be
very careful while dischare-
ing their duties. They should
be safety cautious while pro-
tecting road users.

“We should be mindful of
how we stop vehicles, how
WC come in contact with
moving vehicles and drivers
ply highways: it is expected
that every reasonable driy er
must slow down when he
sees any law  enforcement
officer. It is even an offence
for a vehicle to overspeed,”
Wihioka said.

military authorities for com-
ment failed as at the time of
filing the report.

Police Public Relations Of.
ficer, Loveth Odah, declined
to comment on the incident,
saying it was not her duty to
do so.

clopment,
hoodlums, yesterday morn-
ing, set the Federal High
Court, Abakaliki, on fire.

It was gathered that the
fire, which started in the early
hours of yesterday, affected
only the library and security
sections of the ¢

The building is located
along the Enugu/Abakaliki
Highway, opposite the Peo-
ple’s Democratic Party (PDP)
State office.

Sources in the area said no
casualty was recorded in the
attack, but it was gathered
that court records at the li-
brary section were complete-
ly destroved. _

Spokesman  of  Ebonyi
Police Command, Loveth
Odah, confirmed the inci-
dent. adding that the hood-
lums came in their numbers
to raze down the building and
ran away upon sighting secu-
rity operatives.



