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From TONY JOHN,
Port Harcourt

EIGHT  sccurity op-
eratives were reportedly
gunned  down by un-
known armed men, in Tk-
werre Local Government

dered a thorough investi-
gation into the attack, with
a view to arresting those
behind the operation.

The spokesman of Riv-
ers Police Command add-
ed that sccurity agencics
1ave incrcased a joint sc-

Area of Rivers Stale on
_Saturday night-along the
/1s1 =

Daily Sun gathered
that among the_security

_diers, three from Nige
Customs Service (NCS)

Police Force.

" According to the infor-
mation gathered, the per-
petrators, numbering over
50, carted away the rifles
belonging to the security
personnel.

The yet-to-be-identified
gunmen were said to have
attacked -theCustoms in

burnt their op-
erational vehicles; while
the soldiers were attacked

~ The State Police Public
Relations Officer (PPRO),
Nnamdi Omoni, a Super-
intendent of Police (SP),
confirmed the incident,
but declined comment on
the casualty.

Omoni, in a statement
from the Police Com-
mand, said information al
his disposal was skeichy,
adding that normalcy had
returned in the arca.

He disclosed that the
Commissioner of Police,

-1

\CP Friday Eborka, has or-
3

Omagwa/lsiokpo/Elele
et it

_personnel were three sol-=

and two from the Nigeria

ment_area_of Kad

curity patrol to arrest the
fleeing gunmen.

Omoni stated: *1 can
confirm the attack on se-
curity personnel along the

a full scale investigation
into the dastardly atrack
with a view 1o arrest-
ing the perpetrators and
bringing them to jusfice,
Meanwhile, the arca 1s
calm with reinforced and

increased joint patrols of

that stretch and other arcas
in the State by the security
agencies. So far, the State
1s calm and secure, and no
cause for alarm.”

solElele—  Reacting to the incident,

he CP has launched

From Noah Ebije.
Kaduna

BA_NDII_J._.YTS esterday;.
attacked Christian wor-—

shippers during a church ¢

yesterday, Rivers State
Governor, Nyesom Wike,

Baptist Church in Ma-
nini Village, Mr Yakubu
Bala, disclosed that the
bandits who were heavi-
1y armed were surround-
ed by the worshippers at

Service in_Maninj Tasha - _exactly 9 am.

Village, Kuriga Ward

He explained that the

in Chikun Jocal govern-

This came barely two
days after the killing of
“three Greenfield Univer-
“ity students i

A medical
wifh
Ministry._of Health, Dr.
Zakariah Dogo Yaro,
was said to have been
shot dead in the process,
while an unspecified
number of persons were
kidnapped.

An cyewitness, who
narrowly escaped the
bandits during the Sun-
day service at IHaske
— [] '

doclor

the_Kaduna_Stalc. .

bandits came in their

—numbers, heavily armed

and began to shoot spo-
radically at the worship-
~¢rs as they scampered
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Call 08052088268, 08109473658

strongly  condemned  the
barbaric and dastardly at-
tack on sccunity personnel
and tasked security opera-
tives to fish out the perpe-
trators,

Governor - Wike, 0 2
statcment by his Special
Assistant on Media, Mr
Kelvin Ebiri, sad: “The
Government of Rivers State
is saddened by the unwar-
ranted callous attack on se-
curity personnel. We offer
our sympathies to the relz-
tives of those who lost their

for safety.
He said: “Dr. Zakanah

_Dogo Yafo, _a_med:

doctor with the Kaduna
"State Ministry of Health.
was shot dead and an

unspecifiecd number of

people kidnapped. while
so0 many worshipers sus-

" tained varying degrees of -tacks in so many villages

injuries.
“As I'm talking to you
now, we have not soeen

| 8 security men in Rivers
* Wike tasks security to fish out perpetrators

lives in the attack
“We condemn this hes-
nous act, share the grefl of

the CCUrty agencies arud
COTYEY OUT SINCETe i~
lences

The gmvernor. who
charged the secunty agen-
cies o be vignlant. affirmed
that the govemment an

andits attack church, kill medical doctor, abduct 5 in Kaduna

some of our willagers wio
ran imto the bushes winle the
shootings were going oo
“We don't koow winy we
are this kind of sce-
pario in our peaceiul com-
munities. Most villagers are
already leaving therr bomes

facing

because of the constant -
Taeeg m
Chikun local government”

Yakubu lamented.




