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Tension in Adamawa as Boko Haram kills 7, abducts others
*5,000 persons displaced, 50 houses, worship centres, markets, schools razed

By Billy Graham Abel,

the town in several Hilux
vans disguised as military
personnels.

Kwapre community and
Garkida are at the fringe of
the Sambisa forest.

Chairman of Hong Lo-
cal Government, James
Pukuma, said: “The attack
carried all the trade marks
of Boko Haram insurgents.
They came into our town
in several trucks, killed and
kidnapped men, women
and children. The destruc-
tion is massive because at
least 50 houses were burnt
down.

“They razed the market
and both primary and sec-
ondary schools. They also
burnt down every standing
church in the town includ-
ing the LCCN Church,
the EYN Church and the
Catholic church”

Asked the number of
persons kidnapped, Pukuma
replied: “Right now, we
cannot hazard any specula-
tions. We cannot confirm
the number of persons
kidnapped because several
persons ran away for safety,
so we do not know who is
missing or who escaped.
But what I can confirm
is that they abducted sev-
eral people. Yesterday, the
military were able to rescue
three women and six chil-
dren that were abandoned
by the insurgents because
they could no longer cope

with the stress of the long
Yola walk after transporting
CASUALTY & them out of the commu-
Yhegurein _ nity”
the weekend attack on %n response of the
" _Kvapre community, Hong  military, Pukuma said:
a0 e military came in late
Adamawa State, has risen because they were given a
toseven. faulty intelligence report
The assailants suspected  that the insurgents were
to be members of the Boko  planning an attack on
Haram terrorist group also ~ Garkida. After the military
reportedly abducted several  moved to secure Garkida,
persons, torched worship the terrorists attacked Kwa-
centres and other residen- pre. The area has communi-
tial houses. cation reception challenge,
Local sources said the so it was difficult calling
insurgents who stormed on the military. Right now,

there are both military and
vigilante personnels patrol-
ling this area.”

Member representing
Gombi/Hong constituency
at the Federal House of
Tepresentatives, Yusuf Buba
Yakubu, described as an act
of cowardice.

“I condemn in very strong
terms this latest attack on
the innocent and peace
loving people of Kwapre
community as another
senseless and cruel act of
cowardice on a community
that is renowned for peace,
industry and serenity.”

Spokesman of the state
police command, DSP Su-
laiman Nguroje, confirmed
the attack.

This is as the state
Emergency Management
Agency said the attack has
displaced no fewer than
5,000 persons.

Dr. Mohammed Sulai-
man, executive secretary of
the agency, who announced
this in Yola yesterday, said
the displacement affected
many other neighbouring
communities,

District Dead of Dug-
waba, Mr. Simon Yakubu,
confirmed that the attackers
invaded the village at about
lpm.

“During the attack
that lasted for more than
two hours, more than 20
persons were injured and
no fewer than 20 persons

kidnapped by the attackers.
Places of worship, schools,
shops food stores and village
head house were destroyed."

Governor Emmanuel Udom of Akwa Ibom State (mid

Church,

He said the injured had
been receiving treatment
at Hong General Hospital,
while two persons who

were critically injured by
gunshot had been referred
to Federal Medical Centre,
Yola.

-

vention of the VLBC, in Abeokuta, Ogun stafe, yesterday.

£/ i
dle) with General Overseer of Victory Life Bible
Apostle Lawrence Achudume (right) during a thanksgiving service fo mark the annual con-

He also recalled that i
2014, Kwapre village was
attacked and destroyed by
Boko Haram insurgents.

CAN tackles NSCIA over

From Fred Ezeh, Abuja

CHRISTIAN Asscciation of
Nigeria (CAN) has accused
the Nigerian Supreme Council
for Islamic Affairs (NSCIA) of
being myopic in its observa-
tion and analysis of event in
Nigeria.

[t said NSCIA has taken
pleasure in “feeding” Nigerians
falsehood and several incite-
ments instead of speaking
truth to the government on the
deplorable state of the nation.

This was in response to
NSCIA's recent statement in
which it used some unprint-
able names to describe CAN's
position on the shortlisting
of 20 Justices-designate by
the Federal Judicial Service
Commission (FJSC) and other
national issues. CAN General
Secretary, Joseph Daramola, in
astatement, yesterday, claimed
NSCIA was being economical
with the truth when it picked
an example of just one arm of

governmer:; (judiciary) with- -

out addressing the totality of
fundamental questions on all
the arms of government.

UN condemns attack on aid facilities in Borno

From Timothy .
Olanrewaju, Maiduguri

sak town, in Borno State, was
reported with three interna-

their facilities and assets
should never be a target. They

It said: “The NSCIA obvi-
ously evaded those troubling
issues that are well known, not
only to Nigerians but members
of the international commu-
nity. Those knotty issues that
have pushed our country on
the edge of precipice. It has
unwittingly exposed itself as a
promoter of bad governance,
divisiveness and injustice
in Nigeria under the Buhari
administration.

“Interestingly, there was
never a time when CAN
ever attacked or made veiled
reference to NSCIA over the
obvious lopsided appointments
in the country, Rather, CAN’s
concern has always been di-
rected to Federal Government
as a concerned non-govern-
mental group but NSCIA as
an underdog of Government
rather took it upon itself to
speak for the Government,

“We are disappointed with
NSCIA for the abysmal and
tragic condescension knowing
that the Council is made up of
eminent and highly respected
personalities, We will not join
them in the mudslinging, We
choose maturity, candour,
moderation and objectivity
over parochialism and funda-
mentalism because we have
the facts and figures which the

Yaqoub El Zakzaky, despite
the court’s rulings. CAN was
among the potent voices call-
ing for their release.

“Similarly, whenever ter-
rorists or bandits attacked
any Muslim community or
mosque, CAN always come out
publicly to speak against it. But
CAN has never seen NSCIA
reciprocating that when-
ever their brethren attacked
Christians or predominantly
Christian communities or
churches. Who hates who in
this context?”

CAN, however, maintained
its earlier position of lopsided-
ness in political appointments
since the coming of President
Muhammadu Buhari in 2015.

“We dare either the
Federal Government or its
self-appointed spokespersons,
NSCIA, to publish names, state
of origin and religions of the
appointments by President Bu-
hari into the following offices
since 2015 to date, particu-
larly the Ministers of Defence,
Police Affairs and Interior, the
National Security Advisers
(NSA), the Inspectors-General
of Police, Director-Generals
of the Security Service,
National Intelligence Agen
(NIA}, Defence Intelii‘;ic?
Agency (DIA); Chairmen,

judicial appointments, others

“The whole world will then
know the agent of falsehood
and character assassination
between CAN and NSCIA. We
have observed that the grand
plan of subtle Islamisation is
to make a Muslim the head of
every key board, committee,
parastatal and put Christians
under without much influence
in the decision-making process
in the establishment, irrespec-
tive of their number.

“Let the whole nation know
that it would be difficult for us
to do pilgrimage together asa
nation if this type of injustice
and favouritism continues.
Under President Buhari, Chris-
tians have become endangered
species and lives have been last
to terrorists. The murderous
suspected terrorists, herdsmen
and bandits were hitherto
targeting pastors and predomi-
nantly Christian communi-
ties until a while ago when it
became an attack on anyone.

“We are totally disappointed
that NSCIA was too busy to
call their children to order. A
CAN Chairman was abducted
and murdered in Adamawa
state, till date, NSCIA has not
console or react proportion”
ately. We call on the leadership
of NSCIA to borrow a leaf from
CAN.
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