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TENSION IN RIVERS:

AS CULT GROUPS START
RECRUITING SCHOOL CHILDREN

From Tony John, Port
Harcourt

LONG before the #EndSARS
protests lappened n the coumry,
and the aflermath of the lujack of
the protests by hoodlums in several
[n.ru of the country, Rivers State had
been i the grip cult groups whose
actrvities cliimed several lives and
destruction of unquantifiable prop-
ey m the safe as they engaged in
reprisal attacks.

1115: cult groups were notorious
for kidmapping, killing, armed rob-
bery and oil bunkermg, and these
illegal activities caused a massive
wflow of cash for them md the
leaders of the groups. The more
troubling aspect of the upsurge in
cult-relmed criminality is the dis-
covery by police that even primary
school pupils are getting into cult-
ism through indoctrination by old-
er cultits in their neighbourhood,
whase live well without any visible
means of livelihood.

Though there are several cult
groups with different names m Riv-
ers State, the niost popular ones arc

ygbam, Deywell, Greenlanders
and Icelanders. Members of Deyg-
bam graduate into Greenlanders
while Deywell members wm into
Icelanders. Each group has umque
mode of operatian, which enables
members of the public o casily
know which group carried out any
particular criminal act.

Until he was amested on Septem-
ber 12, 2020, Hanest Diigharu wes a
thom 1n the ficsh of people in Ogo-
ni, Rivers State. The notorious cult-
ist was alleged to be nsible for
numerous incidents of kadna'  ing,
ail bunkering, killing and ror:=ry.

His horrendous crimina‘ty got
to a pomt that the Rivers St < gov-
cmment declared him wani ¢ and
placed a N30 million bounty on
him.

The government uppealed lor
credible mformation that cou ' lead
fo his arrest.

He met his Waterloo when mem-
bers his gang engaged security foro-
¢s in o.duel

Diigbara, a leader of the Green-
landers and also known by the nick-
name Bobosky, was arested when
police in a combined operation with
a local vigilance team stormed this
group’s hideout in orokoro com-
munity in Tai Local Govemnment
Arca of the slate.

Elaed at the breakthrough re-
corded in the arrest of the dreaded
Bobosky, Comrnissioner of Police,
Joseph Mukan, chronicled the crini-
inal activities of the cull group lead-
er. when he addressed journalists at
the headquanters of Rivers Police
command, Moscow Road, Port
Harcour.

Mukan said the notonous cultist
was respensible for the abduction of
a legal itioner, Emelogu, who
was killed afier the gang collected
ransom from the fanily. Also, Bo-
bosky wes accused of killing the

Divisional Came Officer (DCO)
of Afam Police Division, SP Mo-
ses Epbede. He was fingered by the

police in the gruesome murder of a
soudier und personnel of tve Nigeria
Secunty and Civil Defence Comps
(NSCDC) at Gio pipelme in Ogo-
i in 2019 as well as the killing of
:wo policemen on duty at a Fedcral
Higlnway in Bolem, among others.

Before he was wrested, the gang
had engaged the police in a gun
duel. In the course of the firefiglt
Bobosky sustained fatal gunshot in-
juries nnd later died on the way as
be was being taken to the hospital
for treatment. Satisfied with the gal-
Jant effort of the police, Governor
Nyesom Wike promptly redcemed
the N30-million bounty he placed
on Bobosky, who was a native of
Nwidera in Golana Local Govern-
meat Area of the state.

On January 31, 2019, leader of
the legislotive arm of Ahoada West
Local Govemnment Area, Rivers
State, Ekele Chikobi (aka EFCC
Chiko), was shot dead by gunmen,
suspected to be kidnappers along
Elele-Rumuji axis of the East West
road i Emolwa local Government
area of the staie,

The deceased was nding 1n a
convoy of vehicles when he and his
Leam ran into a readblock setup by a
pang of suspected, who immedinte-
ly opened fire on the convay. Some
occupants of one or two vehicles
in the canvoy were able o escape
with life-threatening gunshot inju-
ries. Unfortunately, six other people
were abducted and taken mto the

«An SUV's glass smashed in Diobu by cultists.
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Through diligent in-
vestigation, the police
established that dastard-
IE ccl was commitied
the leader of the Deyg-
bam cull group in Emo-
bua LGA, Ekwueme
Brown, who hails from
Ndele in Emolua, who
had been associated
with a series of kidnap
incidents along Emohua
of East West road.

Again, people I
Be-Dere community in
Gokana LGA of Ogoniland, jubilat-
ed when two notorious cultists and
kidnap kingpins, Barididum Danaa,

*Suspects (“Kill and bury and

sLate Ekele Chikobi (aka EFCC)

dreaded for his nickname, Kill and
Bury, and his henchman, Prophet
NEkpe, both ol who were members
of Deygbam cult were arrested by

Prophet Nkpe) leading securlty

men, journalists and othars to where 3 victims were buried.

lice.

Following their arrest, and in the
course of investigation, the duo led
the opemtives of the Anti-Caltism
Unit of the Rivers Police Command
to o shallow grave, in a forest in
Bera community, close to B-Dere,
where they buried three young men
(row the community-who had earii-
er been declared mussing.

Atithe scene of the exhumation of
the bodies, a Superiniendent of Po-
lice and Rivers Palice Public Rela-
tions Officer, Nnamdi Omomni, who
addressed journalisis explaned that
the three deceased victims — Barid-
omale Sunday Tor, Baridon Gbar-
abera Asah and Barisiton Nawee
— were declared missing on March
14,2020

Omoni  disclased that repors
were made o the Police on the
missing persons and following dis-
creet investigation, the main sus-
pects, Barididuny Daanan, aka “kill
and bury” and Prophet Nkpe were
arrested.

The suspecs, acknowledeed
their membership of Deygbom cult
group, and revealed thal, they bound
the yictims' hands and leys before
burying them alive in the shallow
well. Daana said that victims were
abducted after the gang discovered
that they were informants 10-securi-
ty agencies on the illegal oil bunker-
ing activities going on in their arca.

On the day of tha exhumation of
the three young men, gricf envel-
oped the community as the peo-
ple waiched as the remains of the
victims were brought out. Despite
their grief, the people [elt somewhat
comJorted that nddle over the mjss-
ing young men had been solved by
the police afler three months.

As would be expected, suprema-
cy battles between cults oflentimes
breakout in Rivers Swute. In Digbu
arca of Port Harcourt City, o sus-
pected Deygbam cult member; sim-
ply identified as Leo, was shot dead
by suspected members of Ieelandars
at Bishop Okoye Street, Mile 3 Dio-
bu, Port Harcourt

The incident was the result of
o disagreement over which™ cull
group should collect the “marching
ground” fee in Diobu, Mile 3 area of
the city. In the ensuing fight, scver-
al lives were lost over the Incident
and several private properties were
destroyed and shaps looted.

The mayhem of cluis also claimed
the life of Nduka Wiro, wlio was
killed in Ohsonu in [bia community
in Emolua LGA, Rivers State.

His Nduka’s brother and human
rghts activist told Sunday Sun“that
the young man was killed m-his
compound by suspected members
of Teelanders cult on allegation that
be was feeding soldiers with infor-
mation about their aclivities.

Wiro tasked security agencics to
intensify their operations in fight-
ing cullists in the state. He noted
thal most of the personsinyolved in
crinunality belong to one cult group
or the ather. He added that youths
should be reorientzd from primary
school level on tlie dangers of being
a cultist.




