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BLOODY CRIMINAL CAREER

By CHIOMA OKEZEE-OKEH ¢ Bayelso_msw kldnap gang memws, one d mem, a
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NEMESIS has caught up with two

p—

\_ ©f the state. Many ’
reportedly lost their lives in the at..
Ak

\

members of the kidnap that
allegedly  kidnapped ‘!i:‘fvlem
Alale, the 80-year-old father of
Sagbama local government arca
chairman, Embeleakpo Alale

They were saud to have released
the old man after collecting N33
million and further undisclosed
amount from his family. But the
suspects identified as Kelvin Diku-
ro, aka “General Small Voice™ and
Erememi Captain have not only
denied collecting such amount,
they also msist on being addressed
as sea pirates rather than armed
robbers and kidnappers. But details
that have come to the fore since af-
ter their arrest show that while they
may have started their crimmal
career as sea pirates, they are very
much at home with armed robbery
and kidnapping.

In fact, the Bayelsa State-based
gang members in their confession
t© the police made many cye-
popping revelations about therr
criminal activities. They confessed
to being part of the gang that de-
‘stroyed a Nigerian Navy gunboat
with dynamite ai_Ekeremo_area

The duo, according to police
source were nabbed recently by
operatives of Intelligence Re-
sponse Team (IRT) in the course
of tracking down members of the
gang involved in the kidnap of the
father of Sagbama local govem-
ment chairman, at Agbere commu-
nity on May 8, 2020.

How Kelvin started

his criminal career

In an mterview with Saneday
Sun, Kehvin, 24, claimed that he
whented s brother's career who
was a notorious kidnapper before
his untimely death. “My name is

Kelvin Dikuro. | am a native of

Nembe, Bayelsa State,” he s2'd as
he launched mto the story «  how
he started his crimmal carex : defore
graduating to the level of @ vicious
killer he is now. “T am a s condary
school dropout, a father of one and
a professional hairdresser. | own a
g flounishing hairdressing saloorn
at Green Villa in Bayelsa. | am not
General Small Voice; tha. name
belongs to my ¢ider brother who s
dead. My bro i

Camerounian, reveal how they i
soldiers, kidnapped victims, some of them foreigners

an Island n Buguma area of Rivers
State. It 1s one of the safest islands
n Bayelsa where we keep our vic
tims. You are sure that no secunty
man will disturb you It was the
militants that gave it that name to
show that 1t is a holy ground that
no security man is allowed to enter

“They spent 14 days in our hide-
out during which time we fed them
with water and noodles. After ne-
gotating with therr families for
days, they finally paid NS mullion
N200, 000 was my share while |
was given extra N40O, 000 to buy
ammunition. | gave the money
to the ams dealer who | knew

“Another successful kidnap op-
eration by my gang was also on the
high sea in Bayelsa and they were
also sailors. With our speedboat we
overpowered them and stole ev-
erything with them: they were on
their way to loading their vessel
We took them to the same hideout
and after several days of negota-
tion, we were paid N10 mullion. |
got a million as my share and that
was the highest | have gotten so far

“Although we were not more
than five that went for the opera-
ton, there were a lot of checkpoints
that we needed to seftle or we will
lose our vicims. The routes that
we followed were not guarded by
Navy. but other pirates. They will
allow you passage if you pay them
This i1s why | got only one million
from N10 milhon.”

According to Kelvin, most of
the abductions normally lead to the
deth of some of their gang mem-
bers or the victims. “Most of these
cailors are heavily armed and it 15
not always easy to abduct them
withot any resistance. Several

mmes we killed some of them dur-

L. g & shootout while some of our
men were gunned down. Recently.
about three foreigners were gunned

own. They shot at us and we had
no choice than to destroy their boat

“On the kadnapping of the father
of Sagbama Local Govermment
Charman, | wasn't n town when
it took place. | was m Omoku area
of Rivers State with my fanuly

and he was also Mﬂbﬂs‘m__‘lwn it happened. | got a call from

ne Preye who was aware that my

KELVIN AND EREMEMI

destroyed Navy gunboats, killed
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