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HENGSARS: 17 kiled in FCT,

* Sanwo-Olu imposes 24-hour curfew

AS the protest against
police brutality, #EndSARS,
turned violent, Lagos
government, yesterday,
imposed a 24-hour curfew
on all parts of the state,

Governor Babajide
Sanwo-Olu, stated this
during a media briefing at
Lagos House, Marina, say-
ing nobody, except essential
service providers and first
responders must be foun!
on the streets.

“Dear Lagosians, I ha/
watched with shock hiw
what began as a peaceful
#EndSARS protest has
degenerated into a monster
that is threatening the well-
being of our society.

“Lives and limbs have
been lost as criminals and
miscreants are now hiding
under the umbrella of these
protests to unleash mayhem
on our state.

“As a government that
is alive to its responsibility
and has shown a commit-

ment to the movement
H#EndSARS, we will not
watch and allow anarchy in
our dear state.

“I, therefore, hereb
impose a 24-hour C\u}’ew on
all parts of the State as from
4pm today, 20th October,
2020. Nobody, except es-
sential service providers
and first responders must

_were reported killed

security operatives.

e development which
caused panic in the area
consequently, led to the
police post in the area being
razed down by irate youths.

Police Public Relations
Officer PPRO in the FCT
Command, Mariam Yusuf,
did not respond to calls en-
quiries. She didn't pick her
calls or replied to a message
sent to her phone.

However, eyewitnesses
accused security operatives
of turning a blind eye to
attacks by hoodlums, while
swooping on #EndSARS
protesters.

Prior to the violence,

be found on the streets,” there was tension in some
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of violence across the me- who fired sporadically to

tropolis, among which was  disperse protesters.

the torching of the Orile

Iganmu Divisional Polic Police set fo
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to be #EndSARS protesters. Spokesman of the police
Two persons were report-  comuiznd, Olumuyiwa Ad-

edly killed in the clash ejobi confirmed the torch-

which was sparked follow-  ing of Orile Police Station.

ing the alleged killing of a
youth by a police operative.

The entire state from the
mainland to the island, in-
cluding Iyana Ipaja, Sango,
Agege, Ikeja, Alausa, Apapa,
Isale and Orile Iganmu
were thrown into pandemo-
nium as hoodlum hijacked
the 14-day-old protest.

The international route of
the Lagos/Badagry express-
way became congested as
motorists make hurried
U-turn while pedestals
scampered for safety during
the shootout
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that any policeman that
fires a shot would be dis-
missed.

A DPO who spoke on
the condition or:;mnymity
said: “Blame the CP for the
attack and looting of armou-
ries. When we saw how po-
lice stations were attacked
in Benin, we were expected
to defend our stations, but
the CP who wants to please
our masters warned that we
must not fire. The protest-
ers are armed and how do
we defend our stations? We
all saw what happened to
over 100 Rapid Response
Squad (RRS).

“They have set Orile
Police Station on fire. They
have attacked Amukoko
Division, Liami division.
Right now, they are attack-
ing Ago/Okota Police sta-
tion while we watch as they
destroy our stations.

“The annoying thing is
that the CP has now made
U-turn directing that we
defend our stations. We
don'’t know the directives to
follow.”
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“While the command is
resolute in sustenance of
human rights and demo-
cratic tenets, the general
public is hereby warned
to comply with the curfew
and desist from any act of
violence in the state as the
conmimand will resist such in
totality.

“In the light of the above,
nl” security dgt’!]ClFS hJV(‘
deployed adequate person-
nel to take charge and

~

The Sunday and Retail
markets in Ogba, was
besieged, yesterday, as con-
umers engaged in panic
buying,

Some suspected hood-
lums harassed shop owners
and pedestrians, especially
those carrying backpacks,
even as they were told to
lockup their shops and join
the protest. )

The protesters for a sec-
ond dav. protested in front
of Area G Police Station
Ogha. even as thev blocked
Jiavee and Yaya Abatan
roads in Ogba and turned
back metorists
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0S profesters forch polie sfations

The protesters reportedly
burnt Customs outpost at
Ekiadolor near Benin.

Soldiers and anti-riot
policemen and men of the
state correctional centres
have been deployed to
major roads and streets
to forestall law and order
and enforce the curfew
imposed.

Meanwhile, the govern-
ment, yesterday, insisted
that the 24-hour (round-
the-clock) curfew imposed
on Monday subsists and
active till er notice.

Special Adviser to
Governor Godwin Obaseki
on Media and Communica-
tion Strategy, Mr. Crusoe
Osagie, in a statement in
Benin, urged parents and
guardians to restrain their
children, wards and youths
from flouting the order, as
security agencies would not
spare any errant individual.

“Everyone is expected
to remain indoors. Secu-
rity agencies have been
deployed in the streets to
ensure full compliance and
anyone found contravening
the directive will be dealt
with according to the law.”

Notwithstanding the
curfew, urchins and
youths in Benin, yesterday,
mounted road blocks at
distant locations away from
areas where security was
mounted by soldiers and
other security agencies.

But security was beefed
up at strategic locations
and government buﬂding‘,
such as the Central Bank of
Nigeria (CBN) building and
other banks located along
Akpakpava road and the
wo correctional centres on
Sapele road. Airport Road
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Two persons were shot
dead and many sustained
gunshot injury in Ojoo area
of Tbadan

Crisis was said to have
ensued when a police team
was said to have run into 2
roadblock mounted b), the
protesters, though some
sources also said the fracas
started when policemen
attached to Ojoo Divisional
Police Headquarters wanted
to clear the barricade placed
on the road at Ojoo, having
noticed logjam caused by
the roadblock on Ihadan-
Oyo Expressway and Old
Oyo Road.

The protesters were said
to have insisted that the po-
lice would not pass through
the roadblock or clear it,
and the policemen report-
edly used force. A team of
soldiers from 2 Mechanised
Division of the Nigerian
Army were said to have also
Eot to the roadblock earlier,

ut appealed to the protest-
ers and they were allowed
to pass.

The confrontation was
said to have angered the
protesters who went to a
police facility, known as Old
Ojoo Police State, beside
Lagos Motorpark and burnt
it down. They were also
said to have stoned the new
Ojoo Police Station at Ojoo
Roundabout.

The protesters, however,
mounted roadblocks in
other parts of Ibadan, in-
cluding Ologuneru, Eleyele,
Mokola, Apata, Challenge,
Iwo Road, Akobo Oju-Irin,
Agodi, Agbowo, and Aji-
bode, and many parts of the
city stool still for hours. It
would be recalled that three
persons had been shot dead
in Ogbomoso area of the
state during the #EndSARS
protests on 10 - 11 of this
month,

Police spokesman, Olug-
benga Fadeyi, could not
be reached on his mobile
phone as at the time of fil-
ing this report for his com-
ment on the pandemonium
in Ojoo.

Meanwhile, Governor
Seyi Makinde of Oyo State,
yesterday ordered the the
shutdown of all public and
private schools in the state
until further notice. He
made the announcement
during an emergency state
broadcast.

“We will continue to
seek ways to engage with
peaceful protesters. Our
plan is that in the shortest
possible time, we can finally
say the days of large-scale
and wanton police brutality
and injustice is a thing of
the past.”

Protesters set 3
trucks ablaze over
alleged killing of 2
in Ekiti
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_truck ladened witfbags of
cement had overrun a =

_cade mounted by profesters
_killing two persons,

It was also learnt that the
irate youths ran after the
fleeing driver, caught up
with the truck, and angrily
offloaded the contents be-
fore setting it on fire

The three trucks were
reportedly burnt at different
locations in the metropolis;
two were burnt at Similolu-
wa area along State Hospital
road, while the other was
burnt opposite UNIFOAM
building near Mojere mar-
ket, Adebayo area.

Violence rocks Kano

One person died while
others were injured as
the demonstration turned
violent in Kano.

Several vehicles were ei-
ther torched or vandalised
along Sabo Garri area in
the confrontation between
protesters and hired th
detailed to forcefully dis-
perse the demonstrators.

The demonstrators had
moved along Igbo Road,
France Road and were
moving towards the end of
Airport Riad when things
went out of hand.

Trouble started just be-
fore midday after two truck
-load of thugs armed with
knives and dangerous weap-
ons confronted the demon-
strators along Airport Road
by the National Drug Law
Enforcement Agency.

The thugs who were
about 30 in number ap-
peared while they were on
the move, descending on
youths with sticks.

It was gathered that in
retaliation, the demonstra-
tors retreated to their base
along Court Road by Sarkjn
Yaki junction where they
vandalised property belong-
ing to people of the host
community

The confrontation which
has since assumed an ethnic
dimension has led to to
pandemonium across the
state, with people rushing
to safer areas.

Spokesperson of the Po-
lice, DSP Abdullahi Haruna
has not commented on tis
development

Miscreants loot
shops in Plateau

Miscreants, vesterday




