unt h.we been killed with 470
-ast | others displaced from their
ins- | “Nomes F!\]]nwing floods
ich | caused by torrential down
the | pour in various parts of So-
ate” | koto Statg veen J.lnu
ary to date.‘
to~4 Director, Relief and Ori-
nd | entation of Sokoto State
on | Emergency Management
Agency (SEMA),Mr Mus-
to ha Umar, disclosed this
a- | at a stakeholders meeting
d- | on disaster management,
Y | yesterday, in Sokoto.
- The meeting was organ-
°T | ised by National Emergen-
’;sl cy Management Agency
(NEMA).
o Umar said about 302,
: 500 hectares of farmlands
;. | were submerged and 120
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fewor than 36 peoj ple

animals killed due to flood-
ing experienced across the
state.

He said 19 of 23 local
government areas in So-
koto were affected by the
devastating flood since the
start of the rains this year.
Also, NEMA Head of
Sokoto Field Office, Dr
Kofoworola Soleye, who
represented Director Gen-
eral, AVM Muhammadu

Muhammed (Retd) sald
the meeting was almed at
brainstorming  with  rel
evant stakeholders on di
saster management and (o
fashion out modes of re
Sponse,

Muhammed said that
the officials would also re-
view measures that were
responsible for the level of
successes recorded in past
years.

According to him, par-
ticipants were expected to
assist in identifying loop-
holes and lapses noticed
in the process of disaster
management in the current
year in the state.

“The effort is to maintain
and strengthen the existing
synergy between NEMA
and other critical stake-
holders in disaster man-
agement amid COVID-19
which has impacted untold
hardship globally.

“The programme is ex-
pected to come up with
vital suggestions, workable
policies and strategies that
will enhance mitigation,
preparedness and response,
to the menace of all kinds

disasters like pandemics.

flqod 36 killed, 470 displaced in Sokoto

“Other asgociated disas
tern Included  windstorm,
flood, drought, desertifica
tion, fire outhreaks, which
has threatened economic
activities  and  security
challengen as a result of
armed  banditry  which
have become a recurring
decimal in some major
part of the country” he
paid,

Muhammed said that
disaster managerment
needed coordination and
integration of all activities.

He described partner-
ship as a key necessary to
build, sustain and improve
the capacity to prepare for
protection and response to
natural or human-induced
disasters.

“It is vital that the fed-
eral, state and local govern-
ments, Non-Governmental
Organisations  (NGOS),
Civil Society Organisations
(CSOs) and the private sec-
tor discharge their respec-
tive roles and responsibili-
ties and complement each
other in achieving desired
goals of disaster manage-
ment, ” Muhammed said.
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