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Third son accused of being an armed robber, strangled

The last stroke that broke the camel’s back for the poor woman and made her childless was when
her third son was framed for armed robbery and sent to his early grave in the hand of SARS
operatives. She told Saturday Sun how it happened. “In October, 2014, | and my husband were
alerted that our last son, Chibuike, who was about 18-years-old then was arrested by SARS
operatives attached to Okpoko police station. The information was that he was riding on a
motorcycle with one of his friends to go and buy condemned iron materials popularly known as
scraps when they were arrested by SARS operatives at the Upper-lweka area of Onitsha and
taken to Okpoko police station.

“When we got to the station, we were told to come back the following day. But when we did, the
SARS commander at Okpoko told us that he had been transferred to their headquarters at Awkuzu.
When we got to Awkuzu, SARS operatives there confirmed to us that his name was among those
in their cell. My husband was permitted to see him and speak with him before we left that day. So |
kept bringing food for him for a period of three weeks. On one of the days, one of the officers, a
woman, told me to stop spending my money and time coming to the station. The officer was
positioned at the entrance gate. It happened that when | was talking with my husband, she
overheard us. That was how we got to know that she was from our area in Ebonyi State. She told
us frankly that our son died about four days after he was brought to SARS office and that officers in
charge of the cell were the people eating the food | was bringing to him. She told us that our son
was accused of being an armed robber who had been on the wanted list of SARS. We insisted that
we must enter SARS office because we were not convinced about the information.

“When we got to the counter, the cell officer came to take the food but we told him that we want to
see Chibuike and speak with him. It was during the ensuing argument that we came to realize that
our son was no more in their cell. When my husband and | begged them to show us the bodies of
our children nobody spoke to us. Rather, we were pushed out of the station after the officers called
us all sorts of names including ‘corrupt parents,’ ‘parents of criminals,” and so on. It was based on
these developments that my husband left me. He went back to Ebonyi State some years back and
refused to come back to Onitsha till date. | am alone here managing my own life.”
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