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How SARS murdered my 3 sons

...Distraught woman, now childless and abandoned by husband bemoans her
fate
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SHARES VIEWS

EZIOMUME SOLOMON, Nnewi

Talk of man’s inhumanity to man, this is perhaps the very height of it. A woman is blessed with
three promising sons that she hoped would take good care of her in her old age. While they
lived and conducted their daily affairs, while she set eyes on them everyday she had this hope
that one day her situation in life will change. She hoped that they would take over the baton
from her and her husband and begin to care and cater for their needs as they did for them
while they were in diapers. All parents worth their name and responsibility nurse that hope
deep within.

That is the same for Mrs. Ukamaka Obasi, a native of Onueke in Ezza South Local Government Area
of Ebonyi State. But alas it was not to be as her three sons were murdered in cold blood within a
space of three years, by operatives of the Special Anti-Robbery Squad (SARS), Anambra State
Headquarters, Awkuzu. With tears streaming down her cheeks she recounted in an interview

with Saturday Sun how the operatives rendered her childless following their extra-judicial killing
between 2012 and 2014.

First son accused of MASSOB membership, murdered

According to the thoroughly devastated woman who was later abandoned by her husband after the
misfortunes, her ordeals started when one night in July, 2012, she returned to their residence at
Umenweke Street, Okpoko, Ogbaru Local Government Area of Anambra State, and was greeted with
the news of her first son, Ebuka, being picked up by SARS operatives at his clothing shop located at
Sokoto Road, Fegge, Onitsha. He was accused of being a member of the Movement for the
Actualization of the Sovereign State of Biafra (MASSOB).
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“By the time we received the information it was already late,” she said. “So the following morning, |
and his father, Thomas Obasi, went to SARS headquarters at Awkuzu. They confirmed to us that he
was in their custody. They told us to continue to bring food to him until they finish their investigations
so that we could take him on bail. We continued to do so. We did this for about one week. Each time, |
visited him, | would be made to pay N2000 at the counter before | could be allowed to give him food.

“But on one of the days when | brought food for him, one of the female officers there told me to stop
bringing food because he had been executed. His father and | wept uncontrollably before we left
SARS office. We made several efforts to confront the authorities of the anti-robbery unit to tell us the
offence our son committed that led to his execution. But our efforts yielded no fruits. Yet we’ve not
been able to see his dead body till date. Honestly, it was very difficult to convince people in our village
that our son who was 20-years-old then and was planning for his traditional marriage in three months
time was arrested and killed by SARS based on the allegation that he was a member of MASSOB.
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