5/2/2020 NAF jets kill Boko Haram leaders — The Sun Nigeria

NAF jets kill Boko Haram leaders

* Navy foils pirates’ attack on Portuguese vessel, rescues 11
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Molly Kilete, Abuja

The Defence Media Operations said the Air Task Force of Operation LAFIYA DOLE has killed top
commanders of the Boko Haram sect in a raid conducted at Bulawa on the fringes of the Sambisa Forest

in Borno State.

Coordinator Defence Media Operations, Major General John Enenche, who made this known, said the air
strikes, which took place on Tuesday, was executed following credible human intelligence reports on the

presence of the terrorists in the area.

In a related development, the Defence Media Operations, yesterday said that The ECOWAS Maritime Zone E,
has rescued eleven crewmen aboard a Portuguese Ship, ‘MV TOMMI RITSCHER’ in Benin territorial waters.

The zone comprising Nigeria, Benin Republic, Togo and the Republic of Niger, according to a statement by the

Coordinator Defence Media Operations, Major General John Enenche, was attacked by pirates at Zone 3
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Anchorage in Cotonou waters.

He said the vessel had aboard 19 crewmen including Ukraine, Bulgaria and Philippine Nationals, adding that

eight of the crew members were missing.

Enenche said “the Armed Forces of Nigeria, through the Air Task Force of Operation LAFIYA DOLE, has
destroyed compounds housing Boko Haram Terrorists’ (BHTs’) leaders at Bulawa on the fringes of the Sambisa
Forest in Borno State. The air strikes were executed on April 21 based on credible human intelligence reports as
well as Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance missions that led to the identification of the target

compounds within the settlement.

“Fighter jets dispatched by the Air Task Force to take out the compounds scored accurate hits in the target area
leading to the destruction of some of the structures as well as the neutralization of some of the terrorists
occupying the compounds. Boko Haram fighters, who attempted to reposition to engage the attacking aircraft,

were mopped-up in follow-on attacks by the jets.

“The Armed Forces of Nigeria, in furtherance of the objective of restoring peace and security in the North East,

will sustain the offensive against the enemies of our nation.”
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