THE LATE OGHOGHO WITH HIS WIFE AND DAUGHTER

By NGOZI UWUJARE
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JOSEPH, THE GANG LEADER WHO STABBED THE VICTIM
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The crime in brief

Saturday Sun interviewed the alleged ring leader of the
gang, Moses Joseph who claimed to be a native of Okene
in Kogi State, but lived and worked as a driver in Benin -
Cil

1ty.

According to his confession, the gang of five, which
had operated as armed robbers-cum-kidnappers, abducted
the late Okunbor Oghogho at about 9 pm on November
21 atIyaroRoad. ~

“We deliberately hit his car (which is the method we
used to kidnap victim) knowing that he would come down
to check the extent of the damage on his car. Immediately
he came out of his car, we grabbed him and threw him into
the back seat and I took charge of the car. We relieved him
. of his phones and the N5, 000 cash in his pocket. We took
his ATM card and drove him to First Bank PLC ATM Gal-
lery at Sakponba Road, where. we withdrew N215, 000
and confirmed the balance of N1.6million in his account.”

Thereafter, the gang took their hostage to Ikpoba River
at Upper Mission Extension.

“Because he was struggling and arguing w1th us, | had
to stab him severally at the back. We threw his body in-
side the rivert. I took his car, a Toyota Camry Saloon car
(with number plate AGB26MN) to the house of one of our
members, Marvelous, I gave him N2, 000 and his share of
N54, 000.”

Joscph admitted he had been involved in several rob- -
beries and kidnappings in Benin City. “I followed dif-
ferent groups for operations,” he said. “When members
of the gang were killed in an operation, I joined another
gang. I once escaped in Uromi with handcuffs during an
encounter with SARS operatives.”

Suspects, Onyechika Emmanuel, who found using
the victim’s Samsung phone and Chmedu Amah, who
claimed he was studying Mechanical Engineering at Au-
chi Polytechnic both corroborated the story, admitting

thex each received a share of N54i 000.

A widow’s demand

The deceased’s wife, Odion Oghegho narrated how she
had waited in vain for her husband to return homc on that
fateful day.

“I didn’t see him and his phone was switched off. After
three days, I went to the Anu-kldnappmg unit on Novem-
ber 24, to report that my husband was missing. Then few
days later, I heard that five suspects had been arrested and
T was shocked to hear they confessed to have killed him
and thrown his body into the river.”

The distraught widow insisted on finding her husband’s
corpse in order to give him a befitting burial. “I got mar-
ried to-my husband three years ago. I have only one child
for him. God, why me? I have confidence and trust in
God. God will surely fight for me,” she wailed.

According to Edo State Commissioner of Police, Mr.
Lawan Tank Jimeta, Oghegho’s vehicle and phone had
boen recovered from his murderers. But the whereabouts
of his corpse remained unresolved.

"When arrested, they took detectives to the niver where
they claimed they threw the hnd{ of the deceased. We
didn’t see his corpse up till now,” he stated.

Police investigation is still ongoing to tie up the loose
ends before charging the suspects to court.
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